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President’s Message

A few weekends ago, I went to Guadalupe Mountains National Park to 
climb the highest peak in Texas, Guadalupe Mountain. It was a great trip, 
and I went with a friend and fellow Master Naturalist, Chris Bacorn, class 
34. As I was heading to the ranger station, I hear a very succinct “Matt 
Carley!” coming from someone’s car. I’ll be darned if it wasn’t Emily 
Weiner, class 32! It was such a joy to see her, especially there of all places 
so far away in West Texas. And this just proves my point—the Master 
Naturalists are so much more than just an organization. If you so choose, it 
can be a great opportunity to make new friends and create fellowship with 
like-minded individuals. No matter what age, race, sex, or nationality, we 
are all bound together by a common thread. We care for our environment—
its flora and fauna—and we want to educate anyone who will listen in 
order to make this world a better place.

Spring is just around the corner, and the membership drive is ongoing. If 
you know someone who has not paid their dues or has just meant to but 
forgotten, give them a nudge. Let’s collectively make an effort to reach out 
to someone we know, perhaps a fellow class member, who has just gone 
dormant during the 
winter and needs some 
time in the sun to warm 
up and become an active 
member once again. 
My offer still stands 
to sponsor someone, 
no reason necessary; 
just email me, and I’ll 
pay your dues for you. 
See you at the meeting. 
Cheers!

Photo: Joyradost at English Wikipedia [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/
copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons
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Historian/Archivist
Keeley Porter
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Frank Ballard
fm4459@sbcglobal.net
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Education and Training
Liz Robbins, New Class Director 
liz.robbins.44@gmail.com

New Class Representatives
Mike Tayloe
miket@mytaxcpa.biz
Debra Haynes
debbiegriffin07@yahoo.com

We try to publish all material we receive, but space is 
limited in each month’s newsletter. Long articles may 
be published on the website instead of the newsletter. 
Event notices must go through Pam Ball; and only 
the Activities Information Committee is authorized to 
declare whether an event is approved for Advanced 
Training or Volunteer Service Hours. Deadline for 
submissions is the 25th of each month.

Newsletter Policies

Pins and Awards 

Congratulations to all our pin recipients! Those who 
haven’t received their pins may pick them up at the 
March chapter meeting.

Initial Certification Dragonfly
Martha Cray – 37

2016 Recertification – Guadalupe Bass
Desi D’Orsogna – 29
Stan Drezek – 27
Wendy Drezek – 30
Linda Gindler – 23
James Griffin – 31
Melba Jacobson – 3
John Prentice – 23
Liz Robbins – 17
Nancy Thoss – 28

250 Hours Dragonfly
Alan Davis – 35

Photos of bluebonnets, huisache, and agarita blooming 
along Salado Creek. Source: outsidecris on Instagram.



clAss represeNtAtIVes

Class 25
Ron Tullius
210-739-2566; rvtullius@sbcglobal.net

Class 26
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dwighth10@hotmail.com
Billie Murrell
bmurrell6@att.net

Class 27
David Reichert
reichert@satx.rr.com
Evelyn Penrod
epenrod58@gmail.com

Class 28
LeLynn Koch
jeflel@yahoo.com

Class 29
Tom Brotherman
electric_water_boy@yahoo.com

Class 30
Randy Baker
randy.baker@satx.rr.com
Alba De Leon
adeleon.tx@gmail.com

Class 31
Camille Gong
camille_bach@yahoo.com
Robert Ambriz
robert_ambriz@hotmail.com

Class 32
Matthew Carley
carleymatt@gmail.com
Susan Campbell
susan.campbell@sanantonio.gov

clAss represeNtAtIVes

Class 33
Jennifer DiCocco
jennifer.dicocco@sanantonio.gov

Class 34
Chuck Saxer
cpsaxer@att.net
Kathryn Gilson
kcgilson@gmail.com

Class 35
Peter Ravdin
pmravdin@aol.com
April Thomason
alamocat@gmail.com

Class 36
Mike Tayloe
210-462-7041
miket@mytaxcpa.biz
Myles Siegel
626-890-7199
myles.siegel@scouting.org

Class 37
Debra Haynes
debbiegriffin07@yahoo.com
Martha Cray
mcray@satx.rr.com

Class 38
Ryan Loyd
ryanloyd@gmail.com
Joe Gonzales
jgonzales2050@satx.rr.com

NEWSLETTER Tales—A Look Back in Time

What newsletter items did AAMN members encounter in past issues?

Feb 2007: Volume 11, Issue 2 — Ron Dowda reported that the AAMN Chapter was one of six volunteer 
organizations that cooked, served, and sold sausages to customers of Bass Pro Shops in San Antonio. The 
$5,000 total sales was divided among the six groups according to the percentage of hours worked. The 
seventeen AAMN volunteers earned $899.06 for their 75.5 hours of volunteer time.

Jul 2008: Volume 12, Issue 7 — SAPAR staff members Jayne Neal and Wendy Cooley (Leonard) 
announced the continuation of cave cricket surveys at three different sites on selected evenings. 
Participants hike to the karst feature and count crickets for about 2 hours after sundown, sitting outside and 
counting crickets as they emerge from the rocks. Headlamps are provided.



March Training and Volunteer Events

30 Bugs Every Gardener Should Know (AT)
Thu, March 10, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Texas AgriLife Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Ste 
208, San Antonio, TX
The 30 “bugs” you are likely to see in your garden, 
landscape, flowers and trees this spring are the subject. 
Learn which ones are bad, which ones are good, and 
what you can do manage or encourage them. See real 
insects and pictures and bring any insects or damage 
you need identified. Please RSVP to Molly or Nick at 
mekeck@ag.tamu.edu or 210-631-0400.

Botanical Garden Native Plant Walk (AT)
Fri, March 11, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San 
Antonio, TX
Explore our 11-acre Texas Native Trails with a Master 
Naturalist. Meet at Carriage House. Free for Botanical 
Society members. No registration required. For 
information, contact Nadezhda at deprograms@sabot.org.

Hike the Canyon (AT)
Sat, March 12, 8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Monthly on the second Saturday
Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm 
Road, San Antonio, TX
Join the Friends of Government Canyon and the Sierra 
Club for a jointly-led guided hike on one of the many 
trails at Government Canyon State Natural Area. The 
hike will range from 4 to 7 miles depending on the 
group. Open to ages 13 and over; minors must be 
accompanied by an adult. Group size is limited; no 
pets please. Dress appropriately; sunscreen and hat 
recommended. Wear sturdy footwear appropriate for 
rough trails; bring two liters of water per person and 
a snack. Natural Area Entry fees apply. Meet at the 
Visitors Center by the rainwater harvesting tower after 
stopping at the Entrance Fee Booth Area to self-pay/
register. Plan to be at the Visitor Center no later than 
8:15 am; the hike starts promptly at 8:30AM. Subject 
to cancellation. On inclement mornings call GCSNA’s 
main office (210-688-9055) after 7:30 am Saturday to 
check on trail conditions, or go to the GCSNA website 
twitter feed (tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/government-
canyon), or to the GCSNA Facebook page. For more 
information call 210-688-9055; ext. 2009.

Volunteer Opportunity at Guadalupe River 
State Park: School Program Volunteer Training 
Opportunity (AT)
Wed, March 2, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Guadalupe River State Park, 3350 Park Road 31, Spring 
Branch, TX
Guadalupe River State Park provides a number 
of educational opportunities for school groups 
each spring. Conducting these requires a corps of 
education-minded volunteers to help lead walks 
and work with children at various stations. If you 
would be interested in joining our growing group 
of volunteer teacher-naturalists, please contact Park 
Ranger Craig Hensley at craig.hensley@tpwd.texas.
gov and plan to join us for this training session.

Texas Tough Roundtable Series: Xero Turf (AT)
Sat, March 5, 9:30 am – 11:00 am

San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, 
San Antonio, TX
Meet with gardening experts in these roundtable forums 
to discuss basic design principles and implementation 
techniques for drought-tolerant landscapes. Fee: $15 
($13.50 members) For information, contact Nadezhda 
at deprograms@sabot.org. Xeriscaping in South 
Texas is much more than rocks and cacti. Get a proper 
introduction to xeriscaping and learn how to apply 
water conservation principles in your landscape design. 
Texas Tough Roundtable: Xero Turf There are varieties 
of turf grass that work best in San Antonio, with low-
water requirements. Learn drought-tolerant turf grass 
options and which is best for your landscape.

Kids Alive! (AT)
Sat, March 5, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm 
Road, San Antonio, TX
Join us for a wilderness survival class for kids! Activities 
will include games, demonstrations and instruction, 
followed by a short hike. Program open to ages 6-14; all 
minors must be accompanied by parent or guardian; no 
pets please. Reservations required and accepted through 
noon, March 4. Class size limited to the first 20 kids who 
sign up. Sorry, no group reservations. Reserve your spot 
online at http://friendsofgc.org/events/. 



Bracken Work Day (VSH)
Sat, March 12, 9:30 am – 1:00 pm

Bracken Bat Cave, San Antonio, TX
We will have Boy Scouts out to work. We will 
collect their liability forms as well as helping and 
supervising their work. They may be trimming trees, 
loading the cuttings on a dump trailer, and possible 
other activities. We’ll send more information closer 
to that date. For information, contact Don Bergquist 
at donedith@sbcglobal.net.

Starting Out Wild Training (AT)
Sat, March 12, 9:30 am – 11:30 am

Phil Hardberger Park Urban Ecology Center 
Classroom, 8400 NW Military Hwy, San Antonio, 
TX
Free and open to all educators, volunteers, parents 
and administrators who work or want to volunteer 
with 1-3 year olds. Snacks included. To register for 
this training please email Susan Campbell, Susan.
Campbell@sanantonio.gov, 210-207-3280.

Kids ALIVE! (AT)
Mon, March 14, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm 
Road, San Antonio, TX
Join us for a wilderness survival class for kids! Would 
you know what to do if you got lost in the wilderness? 
Join SOS Adventures Master Outdoor Leader Joey Rios 
and learn the skills you’ll need to stay alive and get 
found! This will be a fun and interactive course designed 
to teach kids the skills they’ll need to be confident and 
safe if they ever get lost outdoors. Activities will include 
games, demonstrations and instruction, followed by a 
short hike. Dress for the weather; bring plenty of water, a 
snack and sun protection. Program open to ages 6-14; all 
minors must be accompanied by parent or guardian; no 
pets please. Reservations required and will be accepted 
through noon, March 4. Class size limited to the first 20 
kids who sign up. Sorry, no group reservations. Reserve 
your spot online at friendsofgc.org/events/. Include 
name of each participant, age if under 18, e-mail address 
and telephone number for each reservation. For more 
information, e-mail activities@friendsofgc.org or call 
210-688-9055; ext. 2009. Natural Area entrance fees 
apply; program subject to cancellation.

March Training and Volunteer Events

Explore the Canyon to Kallison Ranch (AT)
Sat, March 19, 8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm Road, 
San Antonio, TX
Join TPWD Interpreter John Koepke and our regular 
Natural Area hike leaders for a special Explore the Canyon 
to the historic Kallison Ranch in Government Canyon SNA. 
Open to all ages; minors must be accompanied by an adult 
and capable of hiking 3-5 miles over fairly rugged terrain. 
Group size limited; no pets please. Dress appropriately, 
sunscreen and hat recommended, and wear sturdy footwear 
appropriate for rough trails; bring two liters of water per 
person and a snack. Meet at the Visitors Center by the 
rainwater harvesting tower. Reservations are required and 
can be made online at friendsofgc.org/events/ through 
March 18. Sorry, no group reservations. Include name, age 
if under 18, email address and telephone number of each 
individual. For information email activities@friendsofgc.
org or call 210-688-9055; ext. 2009. Subject to cancellation; 
Natural Area entrance fees apply.

GCSNA Night Hike (AT)
Sat, March 19, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm

Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm 
Road, San Antonio, TX
Experience the canyon after dark. Join knowledgeable 
guides on a short hike. Participants should be able to hike 3 
miles (round trip) over rugged but beautiful trails with some 
elevation gain. Dress for the weather, wear sturdy shoes. 
Bring a flashlight, at least a quart of water, and a snack 
if you like. Meet at the Visitor Center by the Rainwater 
Harvesting Tower. Reservations required and accepted 
through noon, March 18. Group size limited to the first 12 
who register; open to ages 14 and older; minors must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian; no pets please. 
Reserve your spot online at friendsofgc.org/events/. No 
group reservations. Include name, age if under 18, e-mail 
address and telephone number for each reservation. Due to 
weather, this program is subject to cancellation For more 
information or to confirm program please e-mail activities@
friendsofgc.org or call 210-688-9055, ext. 2009. Natural 
Area entrance fees apply. Self-register as you enter the 
Natural Area. Instructions are posted to the right of the 
Fee Booth. You will need correct change: $6 per adult (13 
years or older), or enter your annual Texas State Parks pass 
number on the appropriate line of the self-pay envelope.



March Training and Volunteer Events

Farm Classroom Guide Training (AT)
Mon, March 21, 9:00 am – 1:30 pm

Herff Farm, 33 Herff Road, Boerne, TX
Farm Classroom’s mission is to partner with formal 
educators and the community to assist in implementing 
agriculture related concepts, to create connections 
between food and farms, appropriate management 
of natural resources, and skills or sustainable living. 
Lessons will cover the following topics: Soil as 
an Ecosystem; Compost: Decomposition and 
Decomposers; Plants: Parts of a Plant, Plant Life Cycle, 
and What a Seed Needs; Herff Farm Pioneer History; 
What’s in your lunch? All about Waste, Reusing, 
Recycling, and Composting. To register, please contact: 
Stephanie Colvard @Stephanie@cibolo.org or 830-249-
4616. Snacks & lunch provided.

Gardening and Water Wise Class: WaterSaver 
Landscape Coupon Series (AT)
Sat, March 19, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm

San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, 
San Antonio, TX
This spring the SAWS WaterSaver Landscape 
Coupon focuses on native and adapted plants that 
thrive in San Antonio climates. The San Antonio 
Botanical Garden offers classes to help customers 
create successful landscapes with step-by-step 
instruction. Free to members or with admission. Pre-
registration required. Topics covered in our sessions 
include Designing and Planning, Retrofitting Your 
Space for Drought Conditions, Plant Tour & Tips. 
Contact Nadezhda at deprograms@sabot.org. 

Wildflower Walk: Spring Has Sprung ! (AT)
Sun, March 20, 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm

Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm 
Road, San Antonio, TX
Celebrate the Vernal Equinox and come see early 
bloomers! Participants must be able to walk over 
rocky, uneven ground. Open to ages 8 and up; minors 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. No 
pets please. Registration required and will be accepted 
through noon, March 19 at friendsofgc.org/events/. No 
group reservations. Include name of each participant, 
age of under 18, e-mail address and telephone number 
for each reservation. Subject to cancellation.

Oak Loop Seasonal Walk: Trees of Phil Hardberger 
Park (AT)
Sat, March 26, 8 am – 10 am

Phil Hardberger Park Urban Ecology Center, 8400 NW 
Military Hwy, San Antonio, TX
Leaders: Wendy and Stan Drezek. Expert presenter: 
Ron Tullius. Walks start from the patio of the Urban 
Ecology Center. Most walks go around building using 
the mulched path along the south side of Butterfly 
Meadow. Then turn north thru the middle of the original 
savanna to the Oak Loop Connector Trail, and finally 
around the Oak Loop Trail. Some events may utilize 
mainly the Savanna Loop.

Botanical Garden Native Plant Walk (AT)
Sat, March 26, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San 
Antonio, TX
Explore our 11-acre Texas Native Trail with a Master 
Naturalist. Meet at Carriage House. Free for Botanical 
Society members. No registration required. For 
information, contact Nadezhda at deprograms@sabot.org.

GCSNA Bird Hike: Golden Cheek Warbler Hike (AT)
Note: THIS IS EASTER SUNDAY; HIKE IS 
TENTATIVE
Sun, March 27, 8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Government Canyon State Natural Area, 12861 Galm 
Road, San Antonio, TX
Join Steve Hawkins, member San Antonio Audubon 
Society Bird Records Committee, for a hike to find 
birds of Government Canyon and the Edwards Plateau. 
We will look for changes in GCSNA’s bird life as the 
seasons progress. Length of walk and destination will 
vary, depending on the interests, abilities, etc. of the 
group. Open to the first 12 people who show up (no 
large groups please). All ages welcome. Minors must 
be accompanied by an adult. No pets please. Meet 
at the Visitor Center by the Rainwater Harvesting 
Tower. BYO binoculars or binoculars can be provided. 
Natural Areas fees apply; subject to cancellation. For 
information email activities@friendsofgc.org or call 
210-688-9055; ext. 2009.



San Antonio Parks and Recreation
Natural Areas Stewardship Activities

Beware the Ides of March! Go outside this month, and you will be hooked on Nature! March is generally 
neither too hot nor too cold; winter migratory birds are still around early in the month, and a new spring 
warbler arrives daily, herps awaken, and leaves are that lovely shade of “green promise.” With all this 
activity, naturally, there are lots of hungry creatures looking for food. Beware, though; the woods are filled 
with lookouts.  

University of Montana researcher Erick Greene has studied alarm calls for 10 years, and his team is finding 
that “different alarm calls can have specific meanings—that alarm calls are actually a spoken language 
among birds, and several species understand what’s being said” (Axelson, G. Winter 2016. All about Birds. 
pp.4-7.). For example, one kind of call is given when the threat is stationary. These calls typically are “loud, 
harsh, large-bandwidth calls… sounds designed to travel far and wide” and have the effect of summoning 
other birds. Another kind of call is high-pitched, does not transmit far, and serves to alert birds to take cover.

By using extensive networks of microphones, Greene has recorded “seet calls relayed across several 
different species, from Black-capped Chickadees to Lazuli Buntings to House Finches to Song Sparrows. 
The microphone array clocked the alarm signal traveling up to 100 [miles per hour] from an initial point to 
200 meters away.”  

We are putting out the word that there are great opportunities to help preserve and manage your Natural 
Areas. See the calendar below for opportunities, and contact Jayne Neal at Jayne.Neal@sanantonio.gov or 
210-207-3785 if you have questions.  

Come prepared to do trail maintenance, tree protection, landscape maintenance, and/or removal of small 
junipers. Please bring leather work gloves. Construction on Babcock between Camp Bullis and Luskey may 
impact your travel route.

March 3 and 31, 8:00-11:30 am Crownridge Canyon Natural Area, 7222 Luskey, meet in the parking lot   
 
March 17, 8:00-11:30 am Friedrich Wilderness Park, 21395 Milsa, meet at Jayne’s office in the 
Administration/Classroom building 

   



Balcones Invaders News

In June, 2015, Paul Ehrlich and his team of scientists at the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment 
published evidence that a sixth mass extinction is already underway. The researchers report that at the 
current rate of species loss, people will lose many biodiversity benefits within three generations.  

These studies did not surprise Dave Foreman, author of Rewilding North America, who reports that 
“field biologists have been worried about population declines in thousands of species and by the loss of 
ecosystems… since the 1970s.” He quoted E.O. Wilson that the “current rate of extinction is 1,000 to 
10,000 times the background rate of extinction in the fossil record.”  

In his book, Forman states that humans are the cause of most extinctions. The five anthropogenic causes 
of extinction in the United States (in order of current importance) are habitat destruction, invasion by 
nonnative species, pollution, overexploitation, and disease.  

According to Forman, “Exotic species can cause the extinction or imperilment of native species by 
predation, competition, or changing basic ecosystem structures of dynamics.”

The International Union for Conservation and Nature reports that “the specter of extinction hangs over 
about 41 percent of all amphibian species and 26 percent of all mammals.”

Invasive species compete with native flora and fauna for valuable resources and habitat. They play a large 
role in the loss of biodiversity. 

Texas is a vast state that includes several major ecological regions. It is the second most biologically diverse 
state in the United States and is ranked third in the number of endemic species. However, more than 10% of 
the state’s species are considered rare or at risk of extinction. 

How can you help? In San Antonio, you can join our group of dedicated volunteers to eradicate invasive 
plants. No prior experience is required. Sturdy shoes, long-sleeved pants and shirts, gloves and water are 
necessary. We have a supply of tools, but welcome anyone who brings their own. For details of exact 
location and directions, contact Lonnie at lonnieshockley@satx.rr.com. Those on the mailing list will 
receive notification of the location of the eradication area and cancellation for severe weather conditions. 

Tuesdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 between 8:30 to 10:30 am.

Correction: February’s article from Balcones Invaders included two photos, one of a Chinaberry tree and 
another of Balcones Invaders volunteers at work in the field. The former image was supplied by Ann 
Murray of the University of Florida; the latter was supplied by Balcones volunteer and Master Naturalist 
James Griffin.



Alamo Area Chapter’s Wildscape Demonstration Garden

Change is the process by which the future invades our lives. – Alvin Toffler

The Alamo Area Master Naturalist River Walk Wildscape garden at 333 S. Old Guilbeau began as a 
class project in 1997 for Class #2 when San Antonio Parks and Recreation (SAPAR) came to the Master 
Naturalists and asked if they would be interested in taking on a class project to beautify and create a 

Wildscape garden on an area of land along the San 
Antonio River just north of Durango, now Cesar 
Chavez. Class #2 accepted the challenge, and with the 
help of SAPAR and Texas Parks & Wildlife (TPWD) 
as well as donations from various nurseries around 
town, created a beautiful garden on the San Antonio 
Riverwalk.  Our chapter has diligently maintained 
the garden for 19 years.  It was recently mentioned 
in the February 23rd Rivard Report as an example to 
the community.  Click here to read the article: http://
therivardreport.com/reimagining-the-san-antonio-
rivers-south-channel/

The land on which the garden was established is owned by San 
Antonio River Authority. A neighbor has approached the River 
Authority with an offer to buy the property. A staff recommendation 
to sell is expected to go to the SARA Board in March, and the sale is 
expected to be approved, with the new owners taking possession in 
late April or May. The potential new owners have plans to develop the 
lot. SARA has offered to fund our garden’s relocation and rebuilding 

if they sell the property. Judit 
Green (with TPWD), Patsy 
Kuentz, and Evelyn Penrod 
(both with AAMN) have been looking for another suitable public 
property for several months. Stay tuned, we will let you know how 
this story unfolds and where the changes take us.
In the meantime, if you have a chance to get to the Demonstration 
Garden, please do so. There are winecups coming up this year, and the 
first bluebonnet of the season has just emerged. Enjoy the pictures.




