Graminoids

Feature

Stem Shape

Stem Interior

Nodes
(Joints)

Leaf
Arrangement

Flower Type

Grasses
(Poaceae)

Round or flat

Hollow

Has visible,
swollen joints

2-ranked (leaves
on opposite sides)

Small, hidden in
scale-like bracts

Sedges (Cyperaceae)

Triangular (3-sided) and
solid

Solid (not hollow)

No joints/nodes

3-ranked (leaves spiral
in three directions)

Tiny flowers protected
by single scales/glumes

Rushes (Juncaceae)

Round and unjointed

Solid or spongy/pithy

No joints/nodes

Mostly basal (sprouting from
the bottom)

Star-shaped with 6 distinct
tepals (petals/sepals look alike)



Sedges

Stems are solid and distinctly triangular (3-sided).
Rolling a sedge stem between your fingers, you
can feel the sharp corners or "edges".

Leaves are arranged in three rows along the
stem. Their leaf sheaths are usually fused closed.

They are often found in damp, wet, or shady
areas.




Rushei

Stems are round and smooth. They feel
completely round when rolled between your
fingers and contain a soft, spongy white center

(pith).

Leaves are reduced or mostly coming from the
base of the plant.

True rushes have tiny but complete star-like
flowers containing six little tepals.
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