Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter

Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, January 8, 2009
Attendees:  Jim Anding, Kitty Anding, Jo Anne Bates, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Amanda Chau, Mary Ann Cusimano, Pat Davis, Marianne Dent, Connie Flickinger, Jackie Girouard, Lourdes Hasson, Terry Junek, Charlene Lusk, Mark Ojah, N. Jay Pritchard, Jean Paul, Punnee Soonthornpoct, Manuelita Ureta, Betty Vermeire, Jim Waldson, Jean Webster, Ginny West, Mary Dabney Wilson. 
The meeting was called to order by President Betty Vermeire at 6:45pm.
Business Meeting
Betty said a special thanks to the Waldsons for hosting the Christmas Party; thank you gifts were presented to the out-going officers.  New officers were introduced.  They are:
President – Betty Vermeire

Vice President – Mary Dabney Wilson

Treasurer – Lourdes Hasson

Secretary – Ginny West

Past President – Jim Waldson

Kitty Anding and JimWaldson presented dragonfly pins to ’07 members being certified and salamander pins to ’05 and ’06 members being re-certified.  
Annual dues are paid in January of each year.  Dues are $15/year and can be paid in cash or check to Lourdes Hasson.  Make checks out to BVTMN.
Committee Reports
Membership:  Kitty suggested members use a calendar throughout the year to keep track of volunteer and advanced training hours and send them in on a monthly basis rather than turning them in all at once at the end of the year.  
Kitty is currently in the process of calculating total volunteer and advanced training hours for this chapter for 2008.

Advanced Training:  There are several possibly advanced training opportunities.  Approval still needs to be secured, but they include a talk by Barron Rector on invasive species and several Master Gardener seminars on spring planting, rainwater collection, and backyard sanctuaries.  Jim W. also mentioned that he is organizing a prescribed burn workshop at the end of January/beginning of February at his property in Gause.  More on this later.
Volunteer Services:  Jim W. reported that the Cottonwood Branch Project will have a work day at the end of the month.  Dwight said the TCWC Demonstration Gardens monthly weeding sessions will start up again soon.
Outreach:  The year went well with participation in BioBlitz, Earth Day, and several other events.  Jean Paul expects similar events this year.
Newsletter:  Most committee members will remain the same for the coming year, but Manuelita said that new stories, features, and photos are needed from everyone.
Social Committee:  Jo Anne gave an overview of the many trips and social events that took place over the year.  She welcomed everyone to the social events and said that it’s a fun way to gain volunteer time.
Web Master:  Jackie Palmer has agreed to be the new web master for the chapter.  She wants to develop a flow chart for the web site so it will be easy to update site information. 
New Business and Announcements
New Committees:  New committees were formed.  
Special Note:  Members’ advanced training and volunteer hours should now be sent to Jackie Girouard at jackiegir@suddenlink.net.
Committees for 2009 (Note:  This list is current as of 2/10/08.)
 

Training Committee – Jimmie Killingsworth, chair

1.  Amanda Chau

2.  Angela Dedrickson

3.  David Cunningham

4.  Ben Crouch

5.  Lucy Deckard

 

Membership - Pat Davis & Jackie Girouard, co-chairs

1.  Manuelita Ureta

2.  Punnee Soonthornpoct

3.  Marianne Dent

 

Volunteer Services Projects –  Chair position vacant
1.  Dwight Bohlmeyer

2.  Ginny West

3.  Jay Pritchard

4.  Janet Stallone

 

Advanced Training & Programs – Terry Junek & Mary Dabney Wilson, co-chairs

1.  Marianne Dent

2.  Jim Anding

3.  Kitty Anding

4.  Ginny West

 

Newsletter – Kate Kelly, chair

1.  Manuelita Ureta

2.  Leo Lombardini

3.  Jackie Palmer

4.  Betty Vermeire

5.  Jo Anne Bates

 

Outreach – Jim Waldson, Chair

1.  Jay Pritchard

2.  Connie Flickinger

3.  Jean Webster

 

Publicity – Kerry Filip, chair

 

Social / Host – Jo Anne Bates, chair

1.  David Gwin

2.  Madge Luquette

3.  Kate Kelly

4.  Jean Webster

5.  Connie Flickinger

 

Historian – Manuelita Ureta

Members present may claim 1 hour of chapter development time.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.

