Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter

Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, November 12, 2009

Attendees:   Jim Anding, Kitty Anding, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Amanda Chau, Andrew Chow, Liz Crompton, Ben Crouch, Dave Cunningham, Marianne Dent, Angela Dedrickson, Lois and Rick Eisensten, Connie Flickinger, Jackie Girouard, Molly Harris, Lourdes Hasson, Terry Junek, Madge Luquette, Charlene Lusk, Jean Paul, N. Jay Pritchard, Russell Putt, Neal Scogin, Punnee Soonthornpoct, Jan Stallone, Jerry Taylor, Jessica Taylor, Betty Vermeire, Jim Waldson, Jean Webster, Ginny West, Randy Williams, Mary Dabney Wilson.  Guest:  Leslie Gall.
The meeting was called to order by President Betty Vermeire at 6:42 pm.
Business Meeting

Announcements:  

Please note:  The January meeting will be one week later than usual.  The meeting date is  Thursday, January 21.

Feedback from new members present regarding the fall training program was great, especially for the Sugarloaf Mountain trip.  

The annual State Texas Master Naturalist Meeting was held on October 23-25, 2009 at Mo Ranch in Hunt, Texas.  Jim and Kitty Anding and Betty Vermeire reported on their experiences there.  The Andings talked about a water harvesting workshop they attended and reports from other chapters on their projects.  Betty attended a dragonfly and damselfly workshop.  She especially liked the breakfast for the chapter presidents.  She said that TMN will receive more federal funding, which will require chapters to more accurately and thoroughly report hours in the future.  She sees opportunities for us to compete in the scrapbook and brochure competitions; we need to document the summer Junior Naturalist program and present it as part of the scrapbook competition.
The Texas Bluebird Society Statewide Bluebird Season Kickoff will be on Saturday, January 30 from 9:15 to 3:00 at the Brazos Center in Bryan.  There will be speakers and a panel.  Advanced Training (5-6 hours) is available, as is volunteer hours for assisting with the program.
Rio Brazos Audubon Society is having a field trip to Huntsville State Park this Saturday, November 14.  This year the College Station Christmas Bird Count will be Saturday, December 19.  Volunteer hours are available for the CBC.
Our chapter has performed 1,737 volunteer hours as of September.
Nominations for our 2010 TMNBV officers include:

President:  Dwight Bohlmeyer

Vice President:  Jean Webster

Secretary:  Marianne Dent

Treasurer:  Terry Junek

The vote will take place at the December meeting (Saturday, 12/5)

Treasurer’s Report:  According to the treasurer, our current balance is $2949.
Committee Reports
Training:  Amanda gave a brief final report.  Betty asked for a round of applause for the training committee.  
Volunteer Services:  As mentioned before, volunteer opportunities include assisting with the Bluebird Society Statewide Bluebird Season Kickoff program and the Christmas Bird Count.  Volunteer help is also needed for the Rio Brazos Audubon Society’s chimney swift tower project and for planning and preparing an information kiosk with surrounding native plantings; both projects are in Lick Creek Park.  BioBlitz will be the last weekend in March 2010 (survey of life in Lick Creek Park).
Advanced Training:  
Terry Junek reports the following are approved for AT credit:

11/13-11/14  Texas Invasive Plant and Pest conference in San Antonio
11/13-11/15  Native American cooking with hot rocks by Alston Thoms at Veteran’s Park.


(Fri. 4-6; Sat. 8-12; Sun. 10am and 2pm)

poss.  Feb 2010  Dr. Dale Kruse (curator at the Tracy Herbarium) would like to do a program, possibly at our February meeting, on Bryophytes (mosses and liverworts).  Then, if there is interest within our group, he would like to do a workshop to train interested people to help him collect and identify these plants in order to get a good collection and database for areas of Texas.  He is currently working with the Milam County TMN group.

Outreach: 
Jim Waldson reports that the city of Bryan would like us to help them prepare an educational program.
Newsletter:  No report. 
Web Site:  No report.
Social Committee:  The social at the Ice House at Lake Bryan was a lot of fun. There won’t be a November social.  The December social will be our annual Christmas party hosted by Jim Waldson (in Gause) on Saturday, December 5, 10am-4/4:30pm.  TMNBV will provide the tamales and the Waldsons will provide a ham.  Bring a covered dish to share.  There will be short business meeting when elections will take place, followed by a hayride, hiking, and generally having a good time.  Spouses and kids are welcome.  Carpool from Blinn.
Historian:  No report.
Publicity:  No report.
Mary Dabney Wilson motioned for adjournment; Jim W. seconded it.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm.

Tonight’s Advanced Training Speaker is Jennifer Irish, Assistant Professor in the Department Civil Engineering, Coastal and Ocean Engineering.  The title of the talk is “Potential Impacts of Climate Change on Hurricane Flooding along the Texas Coast.”
