Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter
Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, February 10, 2011
Attendees: Jim Anding, Kitty Anding, Olivia Ash, Jo Anne Bates, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Amanda Chau, Andrew Chow, Liz Crompton, Lisa Davenport. Connie Flickinger, Jackie Girouard, Molly Harris, Linda Jones, Terry Junek, Jimmie Killingsworth, Madge Luquette, Charlene Lusk, Arni Malapira, Bruce Merryman, Bruce Neville, Christy Northcliffe, Jane Packard, Jackie Palmer , Jean Paul, Jay Pritchard, Karen Rosch, Steve Simcik, Punnee Soothenpoct, Jan Stallone, Betty Vermeire, Jim Waldson, Randy Williams, Mary Dabney Wilson, Marilyn Yeager.
The meeting was called to order by President Steve Simcik at 6:35 pm. 
Reports: 

Secretary:  Additions to the minutes included an updated list of new Committee Members.


   Minutes of the last meeting were seconded and approved.


Treasurer:  A deposit was made of $200 from paid dues (16 members so far). The Christmas Party 
cost $85.01. Our February balance is $3,938.38.

Outreach:  No report.


Training:  19 people have inquired and some have already asked to save a spot. The 
Committee will meet at the end of February.

Membership:  Of the 13 members who have sent in their January hours, 6 were from the 2010 
class. We will be distributing recent milestone pins at the end of this meeting.

Advance Training:  The Committee is following guidelines to line up speakers. We already 
have the next 5-6 months covered.



Speaker tonight: Christopher C. Mathewson on the topic of “Geology and the Soils of 
Texas.”



2 AT credit hours have been approved for the “Identification of Sparrows” field trip, led by



 Bruce Neville, on February 12, Saturday at Washington on the Brazos (7:00 am - 9:00 
a.m.). 1 AT credit hour has been approved for the presentation by Mike Manson at the Feb 16 
RBAS Meeting at the BV Museum of Natural History (6:30 pm). 


6 AT credit hours have been approved for the Project Wild Facilitator Workshop, February 
24-
25, Thursday and Friday at the Blinn College Aquatic Education Center (6:00-9:00 pm 
both days). More information will be available through the Google group.

Volunteer Services:  No committee meeting yet. Volunteer hours count for the following:


Backyard Bird Count:  Count the hours you observe your feeders Feb 18 - February 21, 
Friday through Monday.



Carter Creek Trail.  The next workday will be February 19, Saturday (8:30 am – 10:30 am).


Friends of the Navasota River (3rd Saturday each month):  We will meet next on February 
19, 
(9:00 am) at the Sulphur Springs put in location.


TCWC Workday:  March 3, Thursday (5 pm-6:00 pm).


BioBlitz:  Will be held April 1-2, Friday and Saturday evenings at Lick Creek Park. 6 teams 
will survey birds, fish, herpes, invertebrates, mammals, and plants. Educational activities will 
be held at booths. Contact Dr. Jane Packard (J-packard@tamu.edu) for further information. 
We need to supply outreach materials at registration. Park at the West Gate.

Social:  Has created guidelines to be posted on the website to provide snacks, not meals, at 
our meeting break. Examples: Be aware of dietary restrictions. Supply protein, 
veggies, desserts, and drinks. Bring your own cup for water. No more paper plates – we will 
recycle. 



The Social Calendar will alternate outdoor/indoor get-togethers: February 25, Friday will be a 
potluck picnic while March 25, Friday will be an indoor potluck.


Website:  No chair yet. Website has 3 levels: public, members, individual. The password 
“bvCritter$” is for the members only section.


Historian:  Please submit photos (with people identified) of previous events. The photos’ 
ultimate location will be on the website.

Old Business:  The Chapter’s Annual Report has been submitted to State.
New Business:


Carter Creek Trail update: Land has been transferred from the City to the County. The County is now concerned that we are tagging non-invasive plants, leaving stumps, etc. Now we need have the Commissioner’s Court as well as the County give approval. At the next workday, February 19, we will remove our invasive plant tags and trash.


The BV Natural History Museum does not have a projector. We could either have someone with access supply a projector or purchase one ourselves. There was a discussion of how much to pay. Dwight will check on prices and features. We need to consider maintenance (i.e., spare bulbs). It was moved to purchase or accept a projector donation. The motion was postponed until we can get further information. RBAS will discuss a possible donation.

Milestone pins were distributed for 250 hours (Jane Packard and Jackie Palmer; Molly Harris received hers at the TMN State meeting) and for 500 hours (Betty Vermeire).

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Molly Harris, Secretary
