Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter
Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, September 8, 2011
Attendees: Jim Anding, Kitty Anding, Olivia Ash, Lynn Braswell, Amanda Chau, Jim Cummings, 

Lisa Davenport, Jackie Girouard, Molly Harris, Madge Luquette, Charlene Lusk, Laarni Malapira,  Christy Northcliffe,  Barbara Pritchard, Jay Pritchard, Kara Rosch, Steve Simcik, Punnee Soothornpoct, Randy Williams, Mary Dabney Wilson. 
President Steve Simcik called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 
Reports: 

Secretary:  The July minutes were moved for approval by Jim Anding and seconded by Punnee Soothornpoct.  3 lectures will be held at Martha’s Bloomers:
      Sep 10: Rainwater harvesting, Drip irrigation, Fire-retardant plants (various presenters).

      Sep 17: Soil food web: John Ferguson.

      Sep 24: Drought stress. Jeff Lehde.


Treasurer: The current balance is $5,188.62 with bills to pay.

Outreach: The movie “Call for Life” will be shown on Tuesday, Sep 20 (7:30 pm) at the Village Café in downtown Bryan.
Training:  Class 2011 started their first class on September 6 at the Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History.  We had 23 participants this year. The Training Committee thanked the Social Committee for preparing snacks and drinks for the welcome reception, members who showed up to welcome Class 2011 on Tuesday, Ray Frisbie for promoting our basic training class on KBTX, and members who signed up to host our classes and field trips. Two of our Class 2011 members, Barbara Pritchard and Jim Cummings, are here tonight.

Membership:  No report.

Advanced Training: 


Advanced training has been approved for:



Sep 21-23:  Monarch Monitoring .



Nov 8-10:   State Conference on Texas Invasive Plants & Pests, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 


Center,  Austin, TX.




Speaker tonight:  Jennifer Nations on the topic “Drought and Its Impact on Water Supplies in the Brazos 
Valley.”
Volunteer Services:  No committee meeting yet. 



Sep 10, Saturday: TCWC: Workday at 8:00 am.



Sep 24, Saturday: Carter Creek Trail: Workday to pick up trash and limb debris on the trail.


Oct 1, Saturday: Annual Boonville Days, Brazos Museum of Natural History.

Social: 


Sep 30: Horizon Turf Farm picnic. More info to come.


Website:  The Google calendar is being updated weekly. Send events to Wendy and indicate when an activity has been approved for AT or VT hours.

Historian:  Still accepting  photos. 
Old Business: 

Polo shirt orders for members and trainees must be turned in by tonight. You can give Steve any orders.

The projector has been ordered but will not be here in time for the start of the training class.
New Business:  
Dwight Bohlmeyer attended the Elected Officials luncheon. On Dec 13, Steve will attend the Brazos County Executive Board meeting at Traditions to be a part of the program that showcases AgriLife through slides and videos.  TMN contributed $200 last year; it was suggested that we contribute $250 this year. Amanda moved to donate $250 and the motion carried.
Rio Brazos Audubon: Dr. Elizabeth Daut will speak on the “Parrot Trade in Peru” on Sep 14, Wednesday at 6:30 pm. The program does not qualify for AT hours.
A motion was made by Amanda Chau to adjourn and was seconded by Charlene Lusk. The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Molly Harris, Secretary
