Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter

Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, March 12, 2009
Attendees:   Jim Anding, Kitty Anding, Jo Anne Bates, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Dave Cunningham, Pat Davis, Marianne Dent, Connie Flickinger, Jackie Girouard, David Gwin, Lourdes Hasson, Terry Junek, Kate Kelly, Jimmie Killingsworth, Madge Luquette, Charlene Lusk, Mark Ojah, Jane Packard, Jackie Palmer, Jean Paul, N. Jay Pritchard, Jan Stallone, Jerry Taylor, Manuelita Ureta, Betty Vermeire, Jean Webster, Ginny West, Mary Dabney Wilson, and guest Johanna Huntley.
The meeting was called to order by President Betty Vermeire at 6:40pm.
Business Meeting
Announcements:  According to the state office, the Texas Master Naturalist program has surpassed 1 million service hours, a milestone marking the 10th anniversary of the program.  These were achieved by more than 5,306 volunteers in 39 recognized local chapters throughout Texas.  The monetary value is approximately $19.58 million.  
The annual training session to assist chapter leaders and those wanting to start a chapter will be held on March 27 and 28.  It will be held at Bamberger Ranch and costs $100.  They need a head count by March 16.

Treasurer’s Report:  Lourdes reported that we currently have roughly $1800.00 in our TMN bank account.  Those who have not paid dues need to give Lourdes a check for $15.00 made out to BVTMN.  
Committee Reports
Membership:  
Volunteer Services:  This committee is still looking for a chair.  
Bioblitz is coming up on April 3 and 4 at Lick Creek Park.  Volunteers are still needed for birds and plants.

Monthly workdays at the TCWC gardens will be the first Thursday of every month from 5:30-7:30.  The pond is re-done and the gardens are looking good.  It’s time to pull weeds and trim.  Bring native forbs and grasses to plant, if you have them.

The Cottonwood Branch Project will have a work day on Saturday, March 21 starting at 9am.  The trail needs to be widened and they need to pick up free mulch from the city and logs for edging.  Talk to Jim Waldson for more information.

Advanced Training:  There are several advanced training opportunities coming up.
Master Composter workshops will be held on March 24-26.
If there’s interest, a Leopold Education Project workshop can be set up for members.  This is 6-8 hours of training in outdoor education.  The cost is $20.  The program is based on ecologist and environmentalist Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac and teaches a way of “reading” or looking at the land as a living process.  It would possibly be held at TCWC.
Flying Wild is another program that could be offered if there is enough interest.  This is a training program sponsored by Texas Parks and Wildlife and focusing on birds.  It would possibly be held at TCWC.  

Advanced Training Chair Terry Junek will send out an email about both programs to see whether there is enough interest.

Texas Amphibian Watch training will take place in late April.  This is a 6-hour training program that is also sponsored by Texas Parks and Wildlife.  The goal of this training is to learn how to assist the state with keeping track of amphibian populations in Texas by monitoring local habitats.
One future advanced training possibility is an astronomy talk and, later, a star-gazing party.  Dave Cunningham offered to let us hold the star-gazing event at his property, which is about 25 minutes outside of town.  More information to come on this.
Training:  The committee is in the beginning stages of preparing the fall training.  One change from last year is a move to have outside speakers scheduled for the evening talks and have the weekend speakers primarily our own members.  Jimmie K. asked for feedback from the most recent graduates about last year’s speakers.
Newsletter:  The newsletter is almost ready to go out.  Please send in stories, thoughts, poems, pictures, and things for the identification column for the next newsletter.  As Kate Kelly says, “Everyone has a story.”  The committee is offering to write up your story if you just have ideas.  Stories do not have to be Texas-oriented.
Outreach:  Jim Waldson has sign up sheets for the following activities:

Bioblitz:  April 3-4 at Lick Creek Park.

Earth Day:  April 18 in downtown Bryan.  Jean Paul suggested joining forces with the Audubon group, also hosting a booth with kid activities.  We will switch to doing plaster animal tracks instead of peanut butter pinecone birdfeeders.
Publicity:  No report.

Social Committee:  The last social evening was at Gina’s.  The next event will be on March 27 at River Bridge Grill at 6:30pm.  See koppebridge.com for more information on the restaurant.  It is near the La Salle Hotel in downtown Bryan.
Please sign up with Madge Luquette to help out with snacks for monthly meetings.  
Historian:  No report.
Web Master:  No report.
Jean Paul motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Kate Kelly seconded it.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm.

Dr. Alejandro Calixto is tonight’s guest speaker.  His presentation, which is on spiders, was approved for Advanced Training credit.

