Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter

Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, September 10, 2009

Attendees:   Jim Anding, Kitty Anding, Nina Arnold, Jo Anne Bates, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Amanda Chau, Andrew Chow, Dave Cunningham, Angela Dedrickson, Marianne Dent, Connie Flickinger, Lourdes Hasson, Terry Junek, Jimmie Killingsworth, Madge Luquette, Charlene Lusk, Mark Ojah, Jane Packard, Jackie Palmer, N. Jay Pritchard, Manuelita Ureta, Betty Vermeire, Jim Waldson, Ginny West, Randy Williams, and Mary Dabney Wilson.
The meeting was called to order by President Betty Vermeire at 6:38pm.
Business Meeting

Announcements:  

A reminder to pick up your name tag if you haven’t.  Sign when you’ve picked it up.
October 15th will be the next meeting; Lee Ann Linam will talk to us about Texas Horned Lizards.

The annual State Texas Master Naturalist Meeting is October 23-25, 2009 at Mo Ranch in Hunt, Texas.  Register by going to https://www.regonline.com/TMNconference2009.

Rio Brazos Audubon Society is having a field trip September 19 to Lake Somerville.  This year the College Station Christmas Bird Count will be Saturday, December 19.
Treasurer’s Report:  Lourdes has checks from 21 new trainees.  Dues – most are paid. 
Committee Reports
Membership:  We have 22 new recruits.
Training:  Jimmie Killingsworth thanked Dave, Angie, and Amanda for all the hard work getting the training up and running. He asked for volunteers to be a host for training nights. Also, please help on field trips.  The schedule is on the web site.  Any classes you have not had, you can attend and receive AT credit.

New Business:  

Jackie Palmer brought up the idea of having an intern to help TMN.  She has a technical writing student from the bioenvironmental sciences who would like to help our organization.  Jackie suggested that she may be able to write up stories for the newsletter, help with membership, etc.  Discussion indicated that specific guidelines for internships need to be developed.  Issues that were raised included: 

If an intern wants to go through the fall training class, who should pay for the class; should the intern receive materials; does he or she get certified after the class; who would supervise, how do we decide specific guidelines, etc.  

Betty and Dwight motioned that:

1.  The current student be allowed to continue with the training class, which the student paid for, with Jackie Palmer as supervisor and

2.  A committee be formed to look at state guidelines and to develop our own expectations and guidelines.  The committee members are Kitty Anding, Jo Anne Bates, Amanda Chau, and Jane Packard.
Jane seconded the motion, which passed.

Jane said that she will check to see what other chapters have done regarding interns; Jackie P. said that she will check on Texas A&M internship expectations/guidelines.

Volunteer Services:  

Brazos Valley Museum: Boonville Days (a living history fair) is on October 3, 10am-4pm.  This activity (and any BVM activity) counts for volunteer time.  Contact the volunteer coordinator and check emails for more information.  They also have an exhibit called, “Lone Star Lizard” about the Texas horned lizard.
Johnson Elementary Gardens:  Jo Anne said Keep Brazos Beautiful donated compost for the flower beds, but it needs to be picked up and spread.  Manuelita will get the compost and others are needed to help spread it.  Bring a wheelbarrow and shovel.  Date is this Saturday, 9/19 from 9-12.

Lick Creek Park:  Dwight said that in late October/early November volunteers will be needed to remove chinaberry from the southern edge of Lick Creek Park.
Advanced Training:  
The following are approved for AT credit:

9/11, 9/17, 9/18:  The Lady Bird Johnson center is hosting a Texas Plant Conservation Conference

9/19 11am  Martha’s Bloomers has a program on Rainwater Harvesting 
9/15  Worm Composting at Bryan Library, 2nd floor conference room

11/5  Home Efficiency 101 at Bryan Library, 2nd floor conference room

12/1  Green Living 101 at Bryan Library, 2nd floor conference room

Outreach: 
Boonville Days:  Jim Waldson is organizing an outreach table for Boonville Days.

Park Hudson Trail Project:  The committee is working on an educational program that will include TMN-ers providing guided walk-throughs of the park.  An email with more information will follow.  The park will have a new name soon.  The dedication is on 9/29.
Newsletter:  The newsletter is on its way!   
Web Site:  Our web site is easy to find by Google-ing TMN and using the drop-down menu for our specific chapter.
Social Committee:  Socials are on the last Friday of every month.  The next one is on 9/25, place to be decided.
Historian:  No report.
Jimmie Killingsworth motioned for adjournment; Amanda Chau seconded it.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.

Dr. Mark G. Tjoelker , Associate Professor, Department of Ecosystem Science and Management at Texas A&M University, will talk about “Global Climate Change and the Future of Texas Ecosystems.”
