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 New Master Naturalist Class Begins 

Pick me!  Pick me!  The second Central Texas Master Naturalist training 

class met on March 22nd for orientation and, well, a pep rally of sorts.  

What a great group of Master Naturalists in Training - they all seem ex-

cited as they prepare to learn about our ecosystem and a number of them 

have already begun volunteering on service projects. The trainees, like 

our inaugural class, are a varied group.  Orientation attendees 

(along with some of our members who came to help) worked in 

pairs to complete the Chapter's Skills and Interests Questionnaire 

and then shared what they learned about each other with the rest 

Continued on page 6 

Chapter Motto 

Earth Day,                   

Every Day 

Calendar at a Glance 

April 9, Wildflower Center Plant Sale  

April 9, El Camino Chapter Nature Fest  

April 11, Practice for Invasives  

April 12, General Meeting, Birding  

April 29, Salado Library Series, Texas 

Springs 

May 13, Salado Library Series, Wildflower 

Legend and Lore 

May 21, Turtle Watch Class 

May 20, Course on Invasive ID 

 

http://txmn.org/files/Master-Naturalist-logo_large.jpg
http://txmn.org/files/agrilife_TPW.jpg
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From the President’s Pen 

What an exciting time of year, with the birds loudly 

chirping, singing in the early morning hours, trying to 

rouse us from our sleep. And the nodding daffodils 

and the iris flags beckoning to smell their wonderful 

fragrances; and don’t forget the beautiful hyacinth 

with their multiplicity of colors. 

As grandparents, we had the oppor-

tunity to take five of our oldest grand-

children, ages 12-6 years, 2 girls, 3 

boys, on our yearly camping trek dur-

ing spring break. This year, we went 

to Buescher State Park, such a jewel 

tucked next to Bastrop State Park, 

and outside Smithville. This was our 

third year to take them camping. Now 

we didn’t pitch a tent, but we had a 

screened shelter, and that did quite 

well. This was our headquarters. 

What we did: fished, fished, and did I 

say, fished? And this year, all five caught fish. You 

have not lived until you see the astonishment on the 

faces of little ones when they have caught a fish. The 

excitement that shows in those eyes, the smile, the 

proud holder of the fish, as each one held up his/her 

prize for grandpa to take a picture for posterity’s sake 

(and to show mom and dad back home)!  So they 

were too small to keep! They experienced the joy of  

being in the outdoors, of being patient: ever had a 6 

year hold a rod and reel for an hour and still be on the 

banks fishing? 

As if that were not enough we always take a road trip 

in conjunction with our camping, so what better place 

than Attwater’s Prairie Chicken NWR, near Columbus, 

off I-10, west of Houston. And no, we did not see any 

prairie chicken. Rats. You have to be up at 3:00 a.m. 

and be in a blind to await the dawn.  I hear it is worth 

all the tea in China to see this event. The chicken 

does this amazing dance, inflates the orange neck 

sacs and erects a black, hornlike neck feathers. They 

are an endangered bird. We got to see a film at the 

visitor’s center all about this bird, and their dances. 

They would give Fred Astaire a run for his money!  

We hiked along the Sycamore trail, and along about 

the little river, there was snapping of twigs, rustling of 

grasses, and a big  blue heron scared the keejeebies 

out of us, but oh what a magnificent sight as it effort-

lessly flapped its mighty wings and took off down the 

river. And the grandkids, well, they were impressed. 

In all we saw about 25 species of birds, but the most 

interesting sight was found in one of the drainage 

ditches along one of the dirt roads. The pictures will 

show you what we saw: a gold banded water snake 

and bull frogs and there were also many red-eared 

sliders.  That snake 

thought he would mean-

der over and take a look-

see at the frogs, and 

then you could see the 

light bulb go off. Ah, no, I 

don’t think my mouth will 

fit over that thing. 

So, why am I sharing this 

with you? Well, it is never 

too early to share nature 

with children. We already 

have five convinced of 

the love of the outdoors. Several have binoculars and 

have their own bird books. There is a life without TV, 

video games, hand held games, etc, but the outdoors 

makes life exciting, full of adventures just around the 

corner, over that next hill, that next curve. You never 

know what you might find, and on top of that, it is just 

plain fun! 

- Mary Ann Everett 

Photos by Mary Ann Everett 

www.txmn.org/centraltexas April, 2011 



3 

Spotlight on Natives  

- Darla Horner Menking 

I have a great Texas native to highlight for this news-

letter.  It has an awesome sounding Texas name, and 

it is a joy to watch if you ever get the chance.  This 

native is no other than… the Texas River Cooter.  

Also known as Pseudemys texana, it is thought that it 

gets its name from the African word "kuta” meaning 

turtle.   

It is a very hand-

some turtle and 

has wonderful 

markings on its 

neck skin and 

legs, those being 

stripes of golden 

yellow and black.  

Its shell is green 

early on and gets 

almost black as it 

ages.  To get a 

good appreciation 

for it, one must 

use binoculars 

since it won’t let 

you get too close.  

The cooters love 

to sun them-

selves on a sunny 

day, on the banks 

of ponds, rivers and streams, along with other turtles, 

sometimes all bunched together. 

The male cooter is around 9 inches long while the fe-

males may get up to 16 inches.  Males also have 

longer claws and tail.  The young turtles will feed on 

small fish, bugs and worms, but they seem to turn to 

eating plants as they mature. 

About this time of year these turtles will begin mating.  

By May they will dig their nests in the dirt and lay up 

to 25 eggs.  Hatchlings emerge after 90 days or so, 

around August.  Depending on their habitats, food 

sources and predators, these guys can live fairly long 

lives- up to 40 years. 

As I stated earlier, they are fun to watch.  I happen to 

have many of these turtles behind my home, and I 

find myself watching and photographing them on a 

daily basis.  But they can be found almost anywhere 

in this area, where there is water, of course.  So head 

out to your favorite park and pond, take your binocu-

lars and a lawn chair.  It’ll be worth it!  

Some of my information was found on various web-

sites in the internet.     

      

Wetland Friend 

Marilyn Whitworth found this Dragonfly at the Waco  

Wetlands.  

She thinks 

it is newly 

hatched 

since the 

wings are 

wet and is 

having 

trouble 

flying.                               

www.txmn.org/centraltexas April, 2011 
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Water, Water Everywhere! 

- Becky Denton 

Four CTMN members spend a fun day with 

first graders this past December. In conjunc-

tion with Keep Salado Beautiful Mary Ann 

Everett, Joanne Millican, Linda Mahaffey, and 

Becky Denton presented “Aqua Charades” 

from the Growing Up Wild curriculum to 80 

students at Thomas Arnold Elementary School 

in Salado.  

The students had the opportunity to get their 

hands wet as they learned about the impor-

tance of water for all living things. Lynette 

Reed and Kim Bird of Keep Salado Beautiful 

presented a direct teach lesson in the class-

room, and then the students joined the Master 

Naturalists for experiences with water. In 

groups of 10 the youngsters rotated through 

centers where they heard a story about a wa-

tering hole and the sound of a rain stick, 

painted a water scene with watercolor, played 

“float or sink” with a variety of objects and ex-

amined water in celery and grapes while snack-

ing on raisins.  

We had fun and the kids did too! I hope you get a 

chance to take the Growing Up Wild training and 

find a place to put it to use.  
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 Around the Neighborhood 

This handsome pair of Cana-

dian geese have been visit-

ing Darla Menking’s humble 

neighborhood pond in Killeen 

for over a week now.  Her fa-

vorite thing is when they come 

and go, they honk their arrival 

and departure very loudly for 

all to hear!  She hopes they will 

like it here in central Texas so 

much, they decide to stay and 

raise their young.  It’s a quiet 

and safe neighborhood for the 

young’uns!    - Darla Menking    

  

 

 

 

 

 

This afternoon my neighbor showed me this 

bird’s nest in the vacant lot next to our house.  She 

has a trailer and camper stored on the lot and discov-

ered it behind the camper.  I don't know if the birds 

build new nests every year or not.  I will have to watch 

the area to see if they come back to it or build a new 

one.  It was very low to the ground, only a couple feet 

up.  They are so small and they blend in with the bark 

of the shrubs.  It would be neat to find one with baby 

birds. Is it possible this is a Black Capped Vireo nest?  

What do you 

think?  My 

neighbor has 

sharp eyes 

to spot it.  - 

Gail Chris-

tian 

  

www.txmn.org/centraltexas  April, 2011 
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 New MN Class...continued 

from page one 

 of us.  They hale from all parts of 

Bell County and have interesting life 

experiences to add to our brain 

trust.  The trainees include teach-

ers, an agriculturist, biologists, a 

med tech and a locavore (you may 

need to look that up) among other 

professions. 

As outdoor enthusiasts, most are 

already involved in naturalist activi-

ties such as Feeder Watch, hosting 

a Monarch Waystation, maintaining 

a certified Wildscape, and contribut-

ing every day to the Community Collaborative Rain, 

Hail and Snow Network (www.cocorahs.org - 

check it out!) 

Please take a look at the new class photo 

directory in this newsletter and start to put 

names with faces on our ten new trainees. 

Hopefully, most will be able to attend our 

April 12th general membership meeting - de-

spite being in a training class all day! 

Also, you are encouraged to come to any of 

the training classes over the next 6 Tues-

days.  You can assist the training committee 

members in hosting the classes, get to know 

our trainees, and you will get Volunteer Ser-

vice hours for your efforts! 

Central Texas 

welcomes our 

Master Natu-

ralists in Train-

ing!! 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MN Trainers in action with 

the new class the first day 

of “school.” 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Sidney VanLoh 
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2011 Class 

Our Class Directory 
 

Liz Pool Lyna Pitts Pearl Fellingham Shirley Watts Ursula Nanna 

     

     

Carole Mattson Don Wyatt Gail Christian Isabelle Johnson Kathy Cantu 

Surprise! 

Bell County Master Gardener, Crystal Fisher called Animal Control after finding this opossum in her 

yard.  It was wet on it’s back and she thought 

that maybe it was injured.  When the Animal 

Control officer lifted it by its tail, they were in for a 

surprise.  This momma and babies were relo-

cated to a 

very deserted 

section of Ke-

gley Road. 

 

 

   Photos and 

story by Crystal 

Fisher.   
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  V     Approved for Volunteer Hours 

 AT   Approved for Advanced Training  

 MA Must Apply for approval of hours 
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Upcoming Events                       

and Opportunities 

CHAPTER MEETING APRIL 12th 

We will have our regular chapter meeting on Tues-

day, April 12th at 6:00pm.  Our speaker is Dr. Randy 

Pinkston speaking on Birding in Bell County.  Some of 

our members heard Randy speak at the Salado Li-

brary Naturalist Series (organized by Becky and Deb-

bie) and requested we try and get him for our whole 

chapter to hear.  Randy was recently a guest tour 

guide at the Sparrowfest fundraiser event at Balcones 

Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge. 

Randy Pinkston’s life has been 

defined by birds & birding 

since 1972.  His focus is 

Texas and North American 

birds, although he enjoys 

neotropical birding and has 

traveled widely in Mexico and 

Central America.  Pinkston 

has a wildlife science degree 

from Aggieland and at one 

time hoped to make some 

sort of living in birds.  Instead, 

he took the easy way out and became a surgeon so 

that he could afford to live a comfortable life in birds & 

birding.  He has led numerous birding tours in Texas 

& Arizona over the past 30+ years, including several 

central Texas winter sparrow workshops for Texas 

Ornithology Society.   He has done pineywoods 

breeding warbler trips for TOS, is a Life Member of 

TOS and has served on its Bird Records Commit-

tee.  He co-authored the Texas column for North 

American Birds magazine since 2004.  AT 

Hello Invader Watchers! 

- Zoe Rascoe 

The Central Texas Chapter of Master Naturalists 

would like to invite those that attended the Texas In- 

 

 

vaders training in January to a practice session on 

Monday, April 11th.  The practice session is to get 

those of us who have been trained a little more ex-

perience in data collection and data entry into the 

online database.  Preliminary information on the prac-

tice session is below.   

Invasive Plant Practice Session 

Monday, April 11th   8:00am - noon 

Blackland Research and Extension Center (720 E. 

Blackland Rd, Temple)  774-6000  

Bring your digital camera and its computer connection 

cord, clipboard (you received one at our January 

training), GPS unit or cell phone app (if you have ei-

ther), laptop with wireless capability (if you have one 

of those, too).   

We will be using Blackland's wireless connection to 

internet, but will need to provide our own laptop com-

puters.   

The first part of the morning will be spent in the field 

making and recording observations on data sheets, 

then the group will head back to Blackland for data 

entry.    

Lynn Fleming of the Central Texas Chapter is coordi-

nating this event.  If you are interested in participating, 

please let Lynn know.  She can be reached at 

lynn.fleming99@gmail.com   AT 

 

Invasive Plants ID Training 

We have also confirmed a 4 hour course in Invasive 

Plants Identification on Friday morning, May 20th 

taught by Mike Murphrey from Texas Forest Ser-

vice.  The Texas Invaders class offered in January is 

NOT a prerequisite.  Anyone can sign up for this 

class.  If you did get certified in the Invaders class in 

January, this is the second part of that train-

ing.  Please let me know if you want to take the Inva-

sive Plant ID class.  AT 
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More Upcoming Events                 

and Opportunities 

Turtle Watch Training 

The TPWD Texas Turtle 
Watch Program class has 
been confirmed for Saturday 
May 21st at 10:00am (an 
email on the details was sent 
out by Shelly on 3/14).  If you 
are interested in getting 
trained in this area and have 
not already let Zoe or Janet 
Wallace (Heart of Texas Chapter) know, please do 
so:  j.wallace@grandecom.net  The training will be 

held at the Cameron Park Zoo in Waco.  AT 

 

Angler Ed Training  By TPWD 

We want to schedule an Angler Ed training event for 
June.  AgriLife Extension is hosting a large 
"Sportfishing Day Camp" in Temple in mid July and it 
would be a great way to help teach kids about all 
things fishing (including knot tying, campfires, and 
tackle) without actually having to develop the event - 
just help!  Good for volunteer service hours, of 
course.   If one of you would get the class scheduled 
for us (I have the contact information) we would ap-
preciate the assistance and you would get volunteer 

credit for helping!  V 

 

Milam County Nature Festival 

The 2nd Annual Milam County Nature Festival is 
planned for Saturday April 9. 

The Horned Lizard has been selected as this years 
Festival Mascot, and we’ll have a little extra attention 
given to these neat creatures and their habitats. 

You can download and print off a pdf version of our 
Nature Festival 2011 flyer that is being posted 
around the county and elsewhere. 

These are the list of activities, exhibits  and presenta-
tions that are planned so far: 

Welcome Tent—sign in, days schedule of events, 
free backpacks for kids, neat nature items for sale 

Photography Contest  

Awards Presentation 2pm at Ladies Auxiliary Build-
ing 

Inside presentations in the American Legion Build-
ing:  

9:30 am “Snakes Alive, the Reptiles of Central 

Texas,” by Bill Brooks 

11:00 am “The Spirit of El Camino Real,” by Lucile 
Estell and Joy Graham, and 

1:00 pm “Horned Lizards in Texas, Our State Rep-

tile,” by Carolyn Todd 

 

“Wildflower Treasures” Presentation, at 10am and 
noon at the Wildflower Patch, by Flo Oxley, Director 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

 

Nature Presentations on the hour from 9am-2pm, at 
booths around the lake, with ongoing exhibits: 

Bees and Pollination, Horned Lizards, Snakes and 
Reptiles, Native Grasses, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
AgriLife Extension Service 

 

Ongoing Nature Exhibits around the lake: 

Bats, Birds, Harvester Ants, Knapping, and special 
visitors from Cameron Park Zoo 

 

Kids hands on activities  

Archaeological Dig 

Pollinators 

Animal Track Molds 

Scavenger Hunts 

Junior Master Gardener 

Wildflowers, and 

Face Painting 

Wildlife Control—by Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment 

Fire Prevention with Smokey the Bear—by Texas 
Forest Service 

Wonderful Food vendors 

Wildlife products vendors 

www.txmn.org/elcamino/naturefest/     MA 

 

 V     Approved for Volunteer Hours 

 AT   Approved for Advanced Training  

 MA Must Apply for approval of hours 

www.txmn.org/centraltexas April, 2011 
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More Upcoming Events                 

and Opportunities 

- Becky Denton 

 The Salado Public Library is pleased to again partner 

with CTMN to present the Texas Naturalists Speaker 

series. 

Attendance at these programs earns one hour ad-

vance training credit. 

Friday, April 29th, 1pm 

Chad Norris, aquatic biologists, Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department presenting: 

"Texas Springs: Leaking into an Uncertain Fu-

ture"  

Friday, May 13th, 12 noon.  

Becky Denton presenting a book review focused on 

ethnobotany: 

 "Legends & Lore of Texas Wildflowers" by Eliza-

beth Silverthorne, Salado resident  AT 

  

Wildflower Center Programs 

Wildflower Center In Austin has their big Spring 

Plant Sale on April 8 and 9.  Go Native U educational 

classes have opened up for registration.  Go to 

www.wildflower.org  for more info.   MA 

 

For Your Information 
  
Great Dragonfly Website 

If you’re interested in identifying that dragonfly you 

just saw in your yard, go to www.odonatacentral.org 

and click on the Virtual Odonata Image Library.  From 

there, click on the download.  You can see pictures of 

dragonflies and move them around to see them from 

all angles-VERY COOL!  This website is managed by 

UT’s Texas Natural Science Center. 

They also list a book called Damselflies of Texas, a 
Field Guide by John C. Abbott covering 77 species.  
 

Butterfly Book 

The Life Cycles of Butterflies by Judy Burris and 

Wayne Richards is a terrific book of 23 common and 

garden butterflies showing pictures from eggs to ma-

turity.  It had been recommended by a volunteer at 

the Texas Discovery Gardens’ Butterfly garden on the 

State Fair Grounds in Dallas.  Go to 

www.texasdiscoverygardens.org for information on 

their programs. 

 

 Invasive Article 

MN Linda Mahaffey brought this to my attention.  We 

aren’t allowed to reprint this article for online publica-

tion, but it is well worth looking at it on their website.   

On March 12, the Austin American Statesman pub-

lished a very interesting article by Asher Price on In-

vasives.  “While Some Remove Invasive Plants, 

Others Sell Them” delved into why we are still see-

ing so many ligustrum plants for sale in our area.  The 

Nursery Industry plays politics to keep them around!  

Go to www.statesman.com/go/multimedia and search 

“invasive plants.”  

 

Interesting video on Tagging Bears 

This is about tagging Canadian Bears in Algonquin 

Park . See baby and momma bears with entertaining 

commentary.   

http://algonquincanoeing.blogspot.com/2009/03/rick-

mercer-visits-algonquin-park.html  

  

  V     Approved for Volunteer Hours 

 AT   Approved for Advanced Training  

 MA Must Apply for approval of hours 
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Board of Directors: 

President: Mary Ann Everett 

Vice President: Zoe Rascoe 

Secretary: Lou Ann Hight 

Treasurer: Gail Hughling 

Web Master: Dale Hughling 

Membership: Linda Young 

Historian: Becky Denton 

Historian: Joanne Milican 

Host: Marilyn Whitworth 

Newsletter: Gail Hughling 

 

Chapter Advisors: 

Dirk Aaron, 
  County Extension Agent, Ag and Natural      
  Resources 
 
Randall Rakowitz,  
 County Extension Agent, Natural Resources 
 
Derrick Wolter, 
  Wildlife Biologist,  Texas Parks and  Wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Staff: 

Newsletter Committee Chair:  Gail Hughling 

Editor: Terrie Hahn 

Staff Writers: Darla Horner Menking 

Contributing Writers: Mary Ann Everett, Zoe Ras-

coe, Becky Denton, Gail Christian, El Camino MN 

Contributing Photographers: Zoe Rascoe, Becky 

Denton, Darla Horner Menking, Gail Christian, Sidney 

VanLoh,  Marilyn Whitworth, Terrie Hahn 

Cover banner photo taken at the Wildflower Center (it 

was in an irrigated area) - Terrie Hahn 

 

 

Please send any news of events, articles or pho-
tos of what you’re doing or what’s going on in 

your yard or area to:  
 

Terrie Hahn at moompie45@hotmail.com 
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Newsletter Mission Statement 

“Our mission is to inform and educate Master Naturalist members and the general 
public about our local environment and resources, and what we, as caretakers, 
can do to protect them.” 


