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In the beginning there was a cotton field. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    
 
 
 
 

But the City of Rosenberg wanted a park. 



Yet it had some boring, mowed fields, 

and some unwelcome invasive plants. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chinese Tallow, an invasive tree, is 

now apx. 30% of the tree cover in the 

Greater Houston area. 



The Coastal Prairie Texas Master Naturalists saw 

an opportunity.  They have an idea.  Let’s improve 

the park for both the wildlife and people.  The wildlife 

will flourish and more people will come. 

 

First we’ll plant a few trees for some shade on hot 

days.  But not too many.  Remember this land was 

originally coastal prairie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Next we’ll start to restore the old cotton field back to 

coastal prairie -- map, stake and record.  Talk to 

some experts, order seed and plant.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tractor and no till seed driller, makes the job lots 

easier.  First 5 acres; then, eventually, 15 more. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tractor and no-drill seed tiller  

Getting ready  



 

And making lists.  62 bird species so far! 

 
 

 
What bird 

was that? 

Northern Harrier, 
 Circus cyaneus 

Little blue heron, 
 Egretta caerulea 

Black-necked Stilt, 
 Himantopus mexicanus 



 

With some cool wildlife appearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roseate Spoonbill, Platalea ajaja  

Great egret, Ardea alba 



 
 

 
 

Yellow-crowned night heron, Nyctanassa violacea 

Deer tracks  

Spiny softshell turtle, 
 Apalone spinifera  



 

Next in line for restoration is the pond.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Momma in the lead, babies in a row, and Dad bringing up the rear 

. 



Improve its water quality, remove undesirable fish 

species, and stock it with species that will be fun to 

catch. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fresh water Mussels 
  



After that, restore the wetlands, making habitat for 

water-loving birds, and birdwatchers too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black-bellied whistling duck, Dendrocygna autumnalis 

Bird watchers, Humanus femaleus  

The wetlands  



Some demonstration gardens along the way, 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to teach about attracting  

wildlife like butterflies, and to help everyone learn and 

identify plants of the coastal prairie. 
 

The orange butterfly is a 
Goatweed leafwing, Anaea andria  

Fulshear Pioneers demo plot  



In the end, there should be a place for all. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

All photos courtesy of Wayne and Vicki Poorman and were taken at Seabourne Creek Park with the 

exception of ‘rainbow’ Coastal Prairie Conservancy, ‘Chinese Tallow’  

USGS, ‘tree planting’ Karl Baumgartner (taken at Seabourne Park). 

 

Created by Cheryl Sedivec, Coastal Prairie Chapter, Texas Master Naturalists 

 
 

 

Rosenberg Development Corporation has provided funding to the Coastal Prairie Chapter to facilitate some of the activities 

described in this publication. 

 

The Texas Master Naturalist™ program activities are coordinated by Texas AgriLIFE Extension Service and Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department.  Texas Master Naturalist™ programs serve all people regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, 

sex, religion, disability or national origin.  The Texas A & M University System, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information about Texas Master Naturalists:   

www.coastalprairie.org  281-633-7042 

 

 

http://www.coastalprairie.org/

