TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER

2012 TRAINING SCHEDULE

· Application available at http://tmn.org/cypress/; click on training and 2012 training class

· Background Check form available at the same site

· Fee of $130 in the form of cash, check or money order made to: Cypress Basin Chapter Master Naturalist must accompany the completed application and background check form

· Deadline for completed application:  November 18, 2011
· Training encompasses 4 mandatory weekends:

Session I:     Friday, January 27 6:00-10:00 p.m. at Collins Academy in Jefferson

                                   Saturday, January 28 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. at Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Karnack
Session II:    Friday, February 24 6:00-10:00 p.m. at Collins Academy in Jefferson


        Saturday, February 25 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. at Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Karnack
Session III:  Friday, March 23 6:00-10:00 p.m. at Collins Academy in Jefferson

                     Saturday, March 24 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. at Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Karnack
Session IV: Weekend Retreat and training with current members

       Friday, April 27 6:00-10:00 p.m. at Wilkes Power Plant in Marion County

                    Saturday, April 28 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. at Wilkes Power Plant in Marion County

· Certification as a Texas Master Naturalist requires completion of the following within one year:

· 40+ hours training includes combined class and field instruction on the dates listed above
· 40 hours volunteer service on approved projects
· 8 hours approved advanced training
· Active members are expected to:

· Participate in the Chapter’s Group Project (TBA)
· Attend monthly meetings
· After the first year pay annual dues of $25 per person or $40 for couples
NOTE:  For Saturday classes trainees are asked to bring their own snacks, drinks and a sack lunch (except Session IV).

MASTER NATURNALIST CURRICULUM SUMMARY

The curriculum is extensive.  Presentations will be conducted by professionals in the field of study.

Training presentations include:

· Introduction to the Texas Master Naturalist program including historical aspects and Texas naturalists
· Volunteers as teachers
· Archeology
· Geology and Soils of Texas
· Weather and climate
· Taxonomy
· Plants
· Ecological concepts and ecological regions of Texas
· Ecosystems concepts and management; the impact of urban systems and invasive plants and animals
· Wetland ecology

· Aquatic systems: ecology and management

· Ichthyology including invasive fishes and aquatic plants and rare fishes in our area

· Ornithology 

· Herpetology

· Entomology


· Forest ecology and management

· Rangeland Ecology

