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Snippets  

from

Stella

Well, hello Mother Nature! She has done her job this month, hasn’t she? Chilly mornings, gorgeous sunshine, light rain, heavy rain, thunderstorms, tornadoes, chilly evenings. Aren’t we blessed to live in Texas and doubly blessed that we all came through all that rough weather unscathed?!
While you are reading this, I can tell you that the Earth Day Paddling Regatta has more online registrations than last year and I am anticipating a very exciting day on 4/18. We already have new ideas for next year including getting the boat road markers really spiffed up and adding a Bigfoot Scavenger Hunt!
The EAB trap teams were amazing! All traps were up in a week! Way to go Phyllis W., Linda R., Susan and Steve S., Kay W., Barbara J., Sue S., Gail M., Charles G., Ted B. and our fearless leader, Vanessa.
April is our first Pot Luck Dinner. We decided it would be true Pot Luck; no sign up sheets; just bring what you love to share. We agreed to be ready to eat around 5:30 so the meeting can begin at 6:30. We’ll furnish plates, cups, napkins and plastic ware.  REMINDER:  This month we will meet and eat at the County Extension building at Kellyville Park on Highway 49 West.
The two Butterfly presentations we’ve had as Advanced Training got us off to a great start; informative and entertaining. Linda R. has volunteered for this month’s meeting. I am emailing you one of the documents that Kay provided us in March. Maybe one of these lovely butterflies will inspire you to volunteer for the rest of the year.
Happy Spring, Everyone!!!
SB
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CYPRESS BASIN TMN SPRING RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM
May 1-2, 2015
NAME: ________________________________________________________
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: I will attend the retreat at the following times:
___ Friday evening for the evening meal and presentation
___ Friday night stay in a room on site
___ Saturday morning for breakfast and morning presentation
___ Saturday for lunch and afternoon presentation
___ Saturday evening for dinner and evening activities on site
___ Saturday night in a room on site
___ Sunday morning breakfast and cleanup activities
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION:
WHO TO CONTACT: ____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: ________________________________________________________________
NAME OF PHYSICIAN AND HOSPITAL/LOCATION:
____________________________________________________________________________________
EMERGENCY HEALTH INFORMATION: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOU MAY COMPLETE THIS REGISTRATION FORM AND BRING IT TO TUESDAY NIGHT'S MEETING OR EMAIL THE COMPLETED FORM TO STELLA (barrowstella1@gmail.com) by Saturday, April 25th.
WE NEED REGISTRATION FORMS BY THE DEADLINE IN ORDER TO PLAN AND PURCHASE FOOD FOR THE MEALS. THANKS.


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 21: Cypress Basin MN monthly meeting

April  18:  Earth Day Regatta 
April 18: Bird Banding at Tom Walker's
April 22: Fieldtrip for 80 second graders to the Refuge
April  25:  CLI Booth in Dallas
April 25: Deadline for Registration for Retreat at Wilkes Power Plan
May 1-2:  Cypress Basin Chapter Retreat and Weekend 4 for 2015 TMN Trainees Wilkes Power 


Plant, Marion County
October 23-25:  Texas Master Naturalist State Meeting in Marble Falls
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2015 OFFICERS


Stella Barrow - President


Betty Morgan - Vice President


Kristi  Thomas - Secretary


Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer - Webmaster


Vanessa Adams Neace - Advisor


Doug Weir -Advisor








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.








MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT


April 21,  2015     5:30 pm


POT LUCK SUPPER PRIOR TO MEETING


CHANGE OF LOCATION AND TIME FOR APRIL


Marion County Extension Office         Hwy 49 Jefferson


(see page 3 for directions)











IMPORTANT REMINDER





Our April 21st meeting will be held at the Marion County Extension building at Kellyville Park (130 Kelly Park Road).





DRIVING DIRECTIONS:  From the south side of the intersection of Highways 59 and 49 in Jefferson turn left onto TX-49 West.  Travel approximately 4 miles on TX-49 West; there will be a sign for FM 729 that turns to the left.  DON'T turn there; continue straight on Highway 49 West for about 1/2 mile.  Kelly Park Road will be on the right and the extension building is immediately on the right.  You can see it from Hwy 49 before you turn on Kelly Park Road.





THIS IS OUR QUARTERLY POT LUCK SUPPER.  BRING ANY ITEM TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE MEAL.  WE WILL SET UP AND EAT AT 5:30 P.M. SO WE CAN HAVE OUR REGULAR MEETING AT 6:30.  





PLAN TO COME AND ENJOY VISITING WITH FELLOW MASTER NATURALIST MEMBERS.








EARTH DAY PADDLING RAGATTA


SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY


APRIL 18





Stella reports that the Earth Day Paddling Regatta has more online registrations than last year.  Volunteers have been working hard preparing for the event.  Final touches will be put in place on Friday and volunteers will arrive very early Saturday morning to greet Regatta participants.





An exciting day is planned for participants as well as volunteers.





If you haven't volunteered previously and can be there Saturday please email Stella.  There's always "jobs" to be assigned.





  











2015 TRAINING CLASS COMPLETES WEEKEND 3


RETREAT PLANNED FOR WEEKEND 4


Congratulations to the 2015 trainees.   During the weekend of March 27-28 they completed the third leg of the Master Naturalist training.   It was a great weekend.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the "bug man" and the "fish man".  Barbara Parmley  gave some excellent guidelines for trail interpretation and working with the public.  These are practical things that can be used immediately.


The next training weekend will be May 1-2.  This last weekend of training will be in combination with the annual chapter membership retreat at Wilkes Power Plant in Marion county.  There's always a lot of good food, outdoors fun, and excellent training for current trainees and members.


Presenters will be: 


 


Friday, May 1:  6-9 p.m. Kevin Harriman presents Mammals


Saturday, May 2:  8:30-4:30 Heidi Kryger-Bailey presents Tracking Wildlife and Native Range Restoration





Registration for the Retreat is open; the form is on the previous page.  We have to know how many people will be attending Friday's meal and training and also Saturday's meals and trainings.





PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE


ANNUAL MEMBER RETREAT


MAY 1-2


OVERNIGHT LODGING ON-SITE








BIRD BANDING SCHEDULED


Weather permitting the next bird banding will be


DATE:  Saturday April 18


WHERE:  Tom Walker's farm


An additional attraction on the 18th at the Walker Farm will be a special guest for the day.  Dr. Bruce Beehler, Division of Birds Research Associate at the National Museum of Natural History at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC plans to be there.





Naturalist Bruce Beehler is on a 100-day cross-country road trip that celebrates the annual migration of billions of American songbirds which Beehler considers the greatest wildlife event on earth.  





You can follow along on his blog http://www.abcbirds.org/nwts/index.html.  





Beehler is inspired by Edwin Way Teale's similar adventure more than 50 years ago.  Just as Teale did, Beehler searches for species, explores habitats, and meets people who are working to save the birds.





�


Tom Walker stated, "Dr. Beehler is an immensely talented ornithologist of world caliber.  I am deeply honored and amazed at his interest in joining us for bird banding on April 18."








