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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello All,

We need volunteers for the EAB traps.  Ted, Vanessa, and I are swamped and it would be nice to have sufficient help to knock this project out in less than a day.  Email Ted now if you help – barrowted@hotmail.com.  The date for finishing this up is this week.  
Today I am "in" on a conference call with the Corps of Engineers and Gary Endsley about the volunteer aspects of the new park in Jefferson.  Nadine will be there to represent the Master Gardeners, and Belinda McLaughlin will attend representing NPSOT.  The meeting will basically be about the native plants (where they are coming from and how much $$$) and training of volunteer groups to plant them.  It is my understanding that this will take place the beginning of next year.  This should be a great way to obtain volunteer hours in the future.

This fall the refuge will have school groups out on a regular basis (4th and 5th graders) for either the "Going Buggy" program or the "Bridges to Birding" program.  Several of us who took the training will be asked to assist with those programs beginning in October.  The "Friends" were also trained and will volunteer to help also.   If any more members are interested in volunteering for this and did not receive training for it, I'd be glad to host a training class sometime this summer.  It will only take about 3 to 4 hours, and is well worth it.  

The Amphibian Watch is still on schedule for Saturday, April 28th from 4 to 9pm.  We have 22 people signed up in our neck of the woods, and I will be inviting a few more over from the Red River Chapter to make the maximum of 30 people.  This will be great advanced training plus a way to get volunteer hours on those nights when you can't sleep (driving roads, listening and identifying those frogs and toads :-).  There is room for a maximum of 30 people, so if you have spouses or friends that are interested, please pass on the word.  The cost is a minimal 10 bucks, and well worth it.  You do not have to be a Texas Master Naturalist to participate, but be sure and let me know so we can reserve your seat.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting on April 10th. 




NOTES FROM VANESSA
Hello TMNers,
Texas Paddling Trails:  This is another TPWD program that gets paddling trails “on the map”.  http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails/   

Early last spring, the Caddo Lake area began planning paddling trails for inclusion in the Texas Paddling Trails program.  The drought was none too kind to us so our efforts have been delayed.  This year however, the ball got rolling again and we are gearing up for the Trail Launch Earth Day 2012 (April 21, 2012).  It will be called the “Caddo Lake Regatta” (there will be t-shirts!).  There will be six new trails launched.

Registration will be at Caddo Lake State Park between 8-10am.  A free lunch is scheduled from 1 p.m. at Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.

Sponsors for the event include:  Greater Caddo Lake Association Texas, Friends of the CLNWR, Caddo Lake Catering, Bulldog Steel, Dennis O’Bryant/Smart Advertising, City of Uncertain, Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Caddo Lake State Park, Texas Parks and Wildlife, and Caddo Lake Institute.
COME TO TUESDAY EVENING’S MEETING TO GET THE FINAL PLANS ON THE 

CADDO LAKE RAGATTA AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES
February 21, 2012
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Vice President Betty Morgan at 6:30: pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Thirteen members, one advisor and five students were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the previous meeting were read, approved and accepted with a motion from Ted and seconded by Linda.
General Items Discussed:  

1. Betty explained the importance of keeping up with volunteer hours as they are done in order to have a timely report at the end of each quarter.  This report is sent to the state office and is very important.  Keeping track of each volunteer opportunity on a calendar is a good way of not forgetting hours.  If any member is having trouble with the reporting tool that Rosanna made and distributed to each member, let her, Betty or Pat know.  

2. Dues are now due and need to be sent to Karen Morris. Her address is in the newsletter.

3. The Michelson Museum of Art in Marshall will be hosting an exhibit on “Nests” March 20, 2012-May 26, 2012.  We are still on standby to participate. 

4. The grant to monitor various invasive species has been completed and turned in by Vanessa. 

5. There is no new information regarding the boardwalk project at Harrison Bayou.

6. The initial training class went very well.  Hosts for the classes are still needed if you would like to volunteer. 

7. Programs for advanced hours by our own members are encouraged.  Let Betty know if you can do a program.

8. Training for the fresh water mussel watch will be in Tyler March 16-17 for any member interested in this project.  These hours will be advanced training.

9. Featherfest will be in April in Galveston.  Anyone interested can contact Rosanna.
10. It is possible that our chapter could host and Amphibian Workshop through Nature Trackers.  The minimum number of participants will be 20.  It was decided that possible dates for the workshop could be March 31 or April 28.  Twelve of our members expressed interest in this workshop.

11. Laura Speight, TPWD will be planting demonstration plots of native grasses on the CLNWR.  There will be volunteer opportunities to help.  Watch your e-mail for details.

12. February 26-March 3 is National Invasive Species Awareness Week.  Vanessa will be helping with this on the CLNWR.

13. Bird banding at Tom’s February 25, 2012.

14. The Transportation Center will now begin charging a fee for using the building.  Discussion was held whether or not to pay the fee or change our location.  A possible new location would be the Kellyville Community Center.  The March meeting will be in Jefferson at the Transportation Center at which time the location will be determined.

15. Due to TPWD cuts in September, the chapter has lost the use of one of the department’s projectors.  Discussion was held regarding the chapter purchasing a projector for our use.  Ted moved that the chapter purchase a projector and Sue seconded the motion. The motion carried.  The projector will cost about $350.
16. Vanessa reported on the opening of the paddle trails at Caddo Lake, which will take place April 21-22.  On Saturday there will be a “Caddo Lake Regatta” with registration Saturday morning.  There are seven trails on Caddo Lake and two up river. Registration will be $10 and each participant will receive a T-shirt designed by artist Diane Jones. There will be a launch fee if leaving from one of the commercial fishing camps. Volunteers will receive a free T-shirt.  Lunch will be served at Star Ranch.  TPWD will have the paddle trails information on their web site and Pat will update our Website with the information.  This will afford our chapter with many volunteer opportunities.  At the March meeting specific tasks will be assigned.  

17. The Emerald Ash Borer project will begin in March.  The traps will be set, checked in June and August (when they will be removed).  Watch for specific times to volunteer.

18. A background check for each TMN must be done every three years.  The 2009 class is now due.  The cost of the background check is $10. It was discussed that the Chapter pay for these background checks.  Stella moved that the Chapter pay for these checks and Ted seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
With no other business to discuss Pat motioned for the meeting to adjourn. Ted seconded the motion. The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 21, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectful submitted

Sue Simmons, Secretary




Calendar OF EVENTS

April 7:  Bird banding at Tom Walker’s

April 10: Cypress Basin Chapter Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.

April 21:  Caddo Lake Ragatta

April 28:  Amphibian Watch training at Collins Academy  4:00-9:00 p.m.

May 4-6:  Cypress Basin MN Spring Retreat and Final Training Session for 2012 Trainees


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2012 OFFICERS 





Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER MARCH MEETING





Tuesday, April 10 at 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Pat Sawyer and Vanessa Adams: Paddle Trails 





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND ATTEND
































 











This edited portion of notes from Vanessa appeared in the February newsletter but is worth repeating.  We’ll have an update on the opening of the Paddling Trails from Vanessa and Pat at our meeting next week.








FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the April newsletter is 


April 10.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.





SPRING RETREAT SCHEDULED FOR MAY 4-6





The Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter Spring Retreat will be at Wilkes Power Plant May 4-6.  The 2012 trainees will have their last training weekend in conjunction with our annual retreat.  The tentative schedule is:





Friday, May 4


4:00-5:00 - Arrive and settle into your room


5:30-6:30 – Supper and socialize


6:30-9:00 – Training presentation on Mammalogy


9:00- Owl Prowl (weather permitting)





Saturday, May 5


Rise and Shine Breakfast


9:00-? – Training presentation Flying WILD


Lunch


Afternoon – Training presentation Plant Taxonomy and Plants with hiking field trip


Supper and socialize (bring your guitars)





Sunday, May 6


On-Your-Own Sunrise Walk, etc.


Breakfast


Clean-up, close down camp, departure





Registration for current members is required and must be completed immediately.  Trainees are expected to attend but do not have to register.  The registration fee of $20 covers food, housing, and training materials for the entire weekend.  Checks should be made out to “CBMN Chapter” and given to Karen Morris at Tuesday’s meeting or mailed to her at 110 W. Sedberry, Jefferson, TX 75657.





If you have questions about the retreat contact Betty Morgan at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com�. 











Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











2012 DUES





Dues for 2012 are past due and can be paid Tuesday at the monthly meeting.  Individuals are $25 and couples are $40.  You are required to complete and sign a Dues and Insurance form.  Checks should be made out to Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter.  Karen will take your money and give you a receipt.














BIRD BANDING SCHEDULED APRIL 7





AT TOM WALKER’S








TRAINING CLASS COMPLETES WEEKEND III





TMN trainees completed the third weekend of training in February.   On Friday evening Allen Smith presented Entomology with lots of visuals.  Saturday morning Daniel Duncum and Matt Wright presented Forest Ecology & Management and Tree Identification.  After lunch Penny Wilkerson and Laura Speight presented Herpetology.  Following their presentation Bob Vernon presented Archeology.





2012 trainees are:  Donna Bell, Jane Bouterse, Robert Carter, Caroll Flournoy, Charlene Franks, Charles Gillis, Gail Masters, Judy Morgan, Dustin Sissom, Karen Williams, and Phyllis Wilson.





A special “thank you” goes out to members who hosted the weekend events.  Those included:  


Carl and Diane Turner and Ted and Stella Barrow.

















IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








