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NOTES FROM CARL

There is No Place Like East Texas


We are truly fortunate to live in a state like Texas with so much diversity. This summer Diane and I took our eleven and twelve year old grandsons on a road trip to show them some of this diversity. One lives in Tomball Texas and the other in Birmingham Alabama. Our trip started at Rockport on the coast where we did a little bay fishing and was exposed to the costal plain. Then we went to San Antonio to see the Alamo of course and Natural Bridge Caverns. By the way, Natural Bridge Caverns just north of San Antonio is, I think, one of the best caverns in the country and if you have a chance I would highly recommend it.


We then saw some of the hill country as we headed to Austin where we saw the thousands of bats fly from the Congress Street Bridge at dusk. The next day we spent the night at restored Fort Parker just east of Waco where in 1836 Comanche warriors kidnapped Cynthia Ann Parker after killing her parents and raised her as one of their own. She gave birth to Quanah Parker, a famous Comanche chief. The fort is a remarkable replica of the original and there is only one accommodation there, a nearly 100-year-old small wooden house with no TV.


The trip was great but as we headed back to Marshall from the dry mesquite covered hill country Diane and I knew what we were missing; tall pine trees, hardwoods both large and small, cypress trees with Spanish moss, lush green vegetation, cardinals, woodpeckers, egrets, flowers, you name it. When we drove into the piney woods I think we both said simultaneously, there is no place like East Texas.
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MEETING MINUTES

July 16, 2013

ATTENDING: BETTY MORGAN, LINDA RICHTSMEIER, CHARLENE FRANKS, CARL TURNER, DIANE TURNER, VANESSA ADAMS, DONNA BELL, TED BARROW, STELLA BARROW, BECKY GULLETTE, PAT SAWYER, VIANN SAWYER, TOM WALKER, SANDRA HOOKER, PHYLLIS WILSON, CHARLES GILLIS, KAREN MORRIS, GAIL MASTERS, CARL MILLER, KAREN WILLIAMS, AND GUESTS LIBBY AND HOWARD HORTON

CALL TO ORDER   Welcome!  The Turners welcomed the group to their Caddo lake house for the annual meeting/social

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES   Unanimously approved as written.

TREASURER’S REPORT   Karen Williams reported a balance of $2,210.29 and debits of $20 and $107.26 for expenses associated with hosting Brock’s water program last month.
GENERAL ITEMS

Old Business

· Brock Fry’s successful program on water conservation was well attended by the TMN chapter.  There was only one attendee from the public.

· Know Your Tree workshop: The plan is for a fall September 21 workshop     A ½    day Tree Identification workshop will be planned.  Dr. Eric Taylor the state forester will be the presenter.  The location is Caddo Lake State Park or we are also considering the Refuge at the Magazine trail.

· Highland Lakes MN Chapter update September 26-30.  We will need to plan a meal for them.   We will probably plan to host them Saturday, beginning at the Refuge with Lee and a chance to see the Giant Salvinia; Lunch (Fish Tacos discussed) at the Gray Community Potters Point Center and Carl will do a slide show on Caddo Lake for them.  They have invited us to join them for a catered dinner and a potluck supper.  More information later.
· Camp Fern Presentations by TMN June 20th and July 22nd  
· Update Project Learning Tree - Viann and Betty are now on the list to be trained as facilitators 

· EAB update- Ted reported that we are “catching bugs”
· Update on Butterfly Garden ---flourishing!

· Update on Jefferson Port – Grand launch Sept 26 weekend

New Business

· Aquatic Wild – ViAnn Sawyer and Betty Morgan are now certified teachers.  Plan for one day Aquatic Wild training in fall by ViAnn and Betty

· Ted and Stella – Information re weevils  - Report on the interagency meeting in La.  For Giant Salvinia control.  GS is being controlled by weevils in South La.  You can get permits from Texas Parks and Wildlife and USDA to receive weevils.   Weevils are successful but we need more.  Spraying is not effective long range.  Vanessa said that we need to “flood the lake with weevils”

· Our guest, Elizabeth (Libby) Horton from Collins Academy spoke to us.  She is the Director of External Relations.  She will be working with schools to involve them in the work of Collins Academy.  Collins academy is now approved for state educators continuing education and is hyperlinked to TEA

· Plan ahead for: Texas Master Naturalist 14th Annual State Meeting October 25-27, 2013 at T Bar M Ranch, New Braunfels, TX

· Tree presentation – Charles presented the Black Cherry

· Volunteer for Tree presentation at next meeting will be Stella Barrow

The time for this meeting is 1-hour volunteer time, ¼ hr AT and whatever travel time you had.
The next business meeting will be August 20 at 6:30 at the transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend
Respectfully submitted,

Diane Turner, Secretary
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Calendar OF EVENTS

August 20:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting 
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POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2013 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JULY MEETING





Tuesday August 20


6:30 p.m. 


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





STATE OF WATER Part 3


(1 hour Advanced Training)









































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.


Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











Upcoming Events


and 


Volunteer Ops





September 21 – Know Your Tree Workshop; details TBA


September 26-30 – Highland Lakes Chapter visiting; volunteer ops for Saturday, September 28


October 25-27 – State TMN Meeting in New Braunfels














JULY MEETING AND ANNUAL SOCIAL


GREAT SUCCESS





WOW!  What a blast we had at our annual social and July meeting at the Turner’s house on Big Cypress Bayou.  Twenty-two in attendance is an all time record.  The food was great; the view was fantastic; the company was superb.  We are such a wonderful group of volunteers and friends.  





Now it’s time for us to recruit potential new members for our 2014 class that will begin in January.  We’ll have fliers ready soon for you to give to anyone who may be interested.  We really need to get about 15 candidates for the class since we didn’t have one this year.  So, put your recruiting hat on and let’s get them registered.














  





 














IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








