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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello Everyone!

The following is information about upcoming volunteer opportunities and Advanced Training:

1. Laura Speight needs some help from us sowing native grass/wildflower seed on the refuge.  These areas will act as "demonstration" plots to show people what these species look like, and how and where landowners who want to do ‘restoration’ on their lands can use them.  The sowing would be easy, just by hand broadcasting.  The areas are small, and it should not take too long.  She will give us a two week 'heads up' notice for a Saturday work date soon between now and April.
2.  Laura is also in need of more seed.  The seed we will be sowing has been donated.  There is a need for us to collect seed for her project on the refuge.  This project is important.  Besides demonstrating the appearance of native species to the public, it also demonstrates examples of the plant species necessary for native wildlife (insects included).  I have agreed to monitor sites and particular species that I have previously collected, and Vanessa has some areas on the WMA that we can collect for this project also.  These dates will be hard to plan because it's anyone's guess depending on drought, seed ripeness, population densities, ect.  It will be FUN and we can double task by sharpening up on our tree ID skills at the same time.  We will plan these for Saturdays too, and some for weekdays as well.

3.  Marsha May has contacted me about the Amphibian Workshop with Nature Trackers.  They are excited about doing a workshop for us, because the Caddo Lake area is such a good habitat for frogs and toads, and no one is covering this area.  At the workshop we will be learning how to do surveys by identifying the calls of the different species.  We get the workshop, CD,s, training, and it's up to us to partner with TPWD/Nature Trackers by doing the surveys.  The surveys can be done sitting in your car, driving the roads at night, from a boat, or on foot. You can do it on your own, or with a group.  We have to hold up to our end of the deal by doing the surveys!  It will be sometime this spring, will be Advanced Training, and I will let you all know the possible dates as soon as I hear from Marsha.  We need a commitment from a minimum of 20 people.  We can invite the Red River Chapter and East Texas (Tyler) Chapter to help us make the 20 people quota.

4.  March 17th is the mussel i.d. workshop in Tyler.  I am planning on attending and can take 3 people in my car.  If anyone wants to go, reserve a spot by contacting Marsha at Marsha.may@tpwd.state.tx.us and let me know if you want a ride.  There is a 10.00 fee for materials that can be paid the day of the workshop.  This would be Advanced Training as well.

5.  The boardwalk opportunity may be available; Ted may find out more soon.

6.  I have received no response from Leta Kay on the 'nest' exhibit help needed at Michelson Museum for the refuge.  Vanessa has not heard either, so as far as that being an opportunity, no one is for sure what's going on at this point. 


rosanna


NOTES FROM VANESSA
Hello TMNers,

 I would like to take a few lines and introduce a couple of volunteer opportunities that will be coming up soon.  I know that everyone gets an overwhelmed feeling when Betty lets me have the floor in our meetings.  You all know by now that when I get the floor I have a lot to pile on you.  

First of all just let me encourage everyone to get out there and find what you are passionate about.  We can list many opportunities to collect ones volunteer hours.  You will find that there are many projects in need of volunteers.  That said, make sure that if you find something you would like to do, go to your chapter leaders and make sure it will qualify to count as volunteer hours.  Many times we get wrangled into things that may not necessarily fit into the Texas Master Naturalist Program Mission.  I just want to introduce one of the opportunities to you now…
Texas Paddling Trails:  This is another TPWD program that gets paddling trails “on the map”.  http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails/   

Early last spring, the Caddo Lake area began planning paddling trails for inclusion in the Texas Paddling Trails program.  The drought was none too kind to us so our efforts have been delayed.  This year however, the ball got rolling again and we are gearing up for the Trail Launch Earth Day 2012 (April 21, 2012).  It will be called the “Caddo Lake Regatta” (there will be t-shirts!).  There will be a total of seven (I think) trails launched; five directly on Caddo Lake, one in Jefferson along Big Cypress Bayou and one at Long’s Camp/Backwater Jack’s.  We have a small committee of volunteers currently that have put a lot of work into the project and will soon need more help and the sooner the better.  Pat Sawyer has been very helpful and I’m sure will continue to be involved, but I would like to invite more of you to come to the next meeting.  We are unsure of when that will be just yet, but please drop me a line if you are interested and I will get you on the e-mail list.  Some of the topics we will be meeting about in the coming weeks include:

· Planning the opening: come out to one of the committee meetings and see how you can be helpful and get to know what we are planning so that you can be that much more helpful and informed during the opening.

· Launch day “jobs”: working the registration tables for a few hours in the morning; sitting in kayaks on the trails and offering information about Caddo Lake history, ecology, or “way-da-gos”; manning a recruitment/information table at Starr Ranch; or other jobs.

Thanks to Betty for getting the newsletter together and allowing me a little space for the “Caddo Lake Regatta 2012” Event!
CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES
January 17, 2012

Call to Order: President Rosanna Salmon called the meeting to order at 6:30: pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Thirteen members and one guest were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the previous meeting were corrected, then approved and accepted with a motion from Linda and seconded by Ted

Financial Report:  Karen reported that checks have been written for the Training Manuals and TMN caps for the new class.  Background checks and a reimbursement fee for Texas Agri-life for $120 have been paid.
General Items Discussed:  

1. Rosanna disbursed and summarized the 2011 Annual Report that she recently submitted the state TMN office.  She emphasized that the more hours we volunteer and activities in which we participate will influence the “value amount” that the TPWD will receive per volunteer.  This makes our accurate reporting of our volunteer hours and activities extremely important.

2. Rosanna presented service pins for 2011 to the members who have completed the necessary requirements.  The re-cert pin for 2011 is a Horned Toad (the pin for 2012 is a bat).  Members reaching the milestone of 250 hours are Ted, Tom, and Sue.

3. Dues and insurance forms are now due for 2012.  The annual fee for membership is $25 for an individual and $40 for a couple.  A background check is also due for the classes of 2008 and 2009.  

4. Ted was happy to report that the IRS has received the application for our tax-exempt status, and we are now awaiting approval.  Thank you, Ted for being so steadfast in getting this application done.  There is a mistake in our “property ownership” per Marion County, and Ted will meet with them to correct this. 

5. Vanessa presented Volunteer opportunities coming up in 2012:

a. February 2, 2012 is World Wetlands day.  Uncertain has postponed their event, but the CLNWR has plans to participate and the members will be informed as to what those will be.

b. April 21, 2012 the target date to open the Paddling Trails of Texas at Caddo Lake.  This will correspond with Earth Day.  Activities of the day are being finalized and members will be notified of volunteer opportunities.  Our efforts in establishing these paddle trails are in partnership with TPWD.

c. On March 20-May 26 there will be an exhibit at the Michelson Museum in Marshall featuring “nests”.  There may be an opportunity for the CBTMN to do a presentation one evening.

d. The Texas Forrest Service is targeting the Emerald Ash Bore which is an invasive insect destroying the Ash trees.  The bores can be brought in firewood bought outside our area. (Vanessa stated that since Texas state parks no longer allow dead wood in the parks to be used for firewood, it is very important that firewood brought into the park either be completely burned up or taken out when leaving.) ViAnn suggested that CBTMN participate in this effort.  Sue moved that we do this and Nadine seconded the motion that then carried.  Vanessa will inform Ron Billings at the forest service of our desire to help.  Traps will be issued throughout Texas and members will be notified of volunteer opportunities.

e. Grant money is available for wetland areas in Texas to monitor various invasive species.  Vanessa and Gary Ensley are submitting information in order for our area to receive part of the grant money and participate in this project.  The targeted are will be the CLNWR.  This is a 2-year project, but may last longer.  Our volunteer opportunities will depend on whether or not our area will be selected as part of the project.
f. There is still interest in restoring the boardwalk at Harrison Bayou on the CLNWR.  More to come on this project.

g. Rosanna informed the members of the Galveston Featherfest 2012 on April 12-15.  If you have interest in participating, contact Rosanna.
6. Betty reported on the upcoming training class. It will begin January 27, 2012 with 12 trainees.  Members participating in the classes will receive volunteer hours.  If members attend classes, which they have not had in the past, these hours will be advanced hours.  Members are urged to participate and sign-up to be a “host” for a class.  Contact Betty if you are interested in this opportunity.  The classes will conclude on April 27-28 with a CBTMN retreat at Wilkes Power Plant, and all members will be included.  The Friday night classes will be at the Collins Academy in Jefferson and the Saturday classes will be in the training room at CLNWR visitors’ center.

7. CBTMN members are encouraged to participate in presenting information to the group that can be used as advanced hours.  A member may do his or her own presentation or get someone else to.
With no other business to discuss Betty motioned for the meeting to adjourn. Ted seconded the motion. The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 21,2012 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectful submitted

Sue Simmons, Secretary




Calendar OF EVENTS

February 16:  Emerald Ash Borer Monitoring Training at Lakeport 10:00 a.m.

February 18:  Bird banding at Tom Walker’s

February 21: Cypress Basin Chapter Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.

February 24: Master Naturalist training; Collins Academy 6:00-9:30 p.m.

February 25: Master Naturalist training; Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2012 OFFICERS 





Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JANUARY MEETING





Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.








PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND ATTEND
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the March newsletter is March 13.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











2012 DUES





Dues for 2012 can be paid Tuesday at the monthly meeting.  Individuals are $25 and couples are $40.  You are required to complete and sign a Dues and Insurance form.  Checks should be made out to Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter.  Karen will take your money and give you a receipt.





Members who trained in 2008 are due to have another criminal background check completed.  The fee for that is $10.  A form will be available to complete at Tuesday’s meeting.











NEW TRAINING CLASS BEGINS





Eleven trainees began the 2012 Master Naturalist training on January 27-28.  





They are:





Donna Bell, Jane Bouterse, Robert Carter, Caroll Flournoy, Charlene Franks, Charles Gillis, Gail Masters, Judy Morgan, Dustin Sissom, Karen Williams, and Phyllis Wilson.





In January they completed the introduction and history, volunteers as teachers, Texas Conservation Action Plan, ecological regions, geology  and soils, weather and climate, and ecological concepts and management.  





The next training weekend is February 24-25 when they will receive training in ichthyology, wetland ecology management, rangeland ecology, and aquatic systems ecology and management.  





Friday classes meet at Collins Academy in Jefferson from 6:00-9:30 p.m. and the Saturday sessions are held at the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Karnack from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.





We welcome these folks and look forward to their joining us in many volunteer opportunities in the near future.

















IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








