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NOTES FROM CARL

I would like to thank everyone for all the work you did last year

 and I appreciate you asking me to serve as president this year.

 When I think back as to why I became a master naturalist it was

 because I enjoyed nature, observing and studying it and I liked to

 tell and teach others about it. I also wanted in some way to help

 in the management of our natural areas. I think this might apply

 to a lot of us. I hope in the coming year we all can increase our

 knowledge and enjoyment of nature and in turn pass on both

 what we have learned and our enthusiasm to others. See you at

 our next meeting – Tuesday evening.
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES
November 13, 2012

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Betty Morgan at 6:30 pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Twenty-one members were present.  It was noted that the October 2012 meeting was held in Linden at the meeting with Greg Grant.  Ten members were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes:  Minutes from the previous meeting were read, approved and accepted with a motion from Ted and seconded by Darrell.

Treasurer’s Report:  Karen Morris reported than there had been no transactions for the previous month.

General Items Discussed:  

1. The next bird banding at Tom’s will be November 24th. If you help Tom with this, it is considered volunteer hours.

2. The new slate of officers for 2013 was presented.  Ted made the motion and Robert seconded it that these officers be elected.  The motion carried.  They include:

 
President: Carl Turner

Vice-president:  Betty Morgan

 
Treasurer:  Karen Williams

  
Secretary:  Diane Turner

Web Masters:  Matt Honea and Pat Sawyer.

A special thank you was extended to the current officers for the job they have done this year.
3. It was suggested that Carl, Diane, and Karen meet before year’s end in order to get the bank accounts signed and in order for the new officers. They will set up a conventional banking account rather than a money market account

4. The 501-3c application is finished and submitted and Ted is waiting for the confirmation.

5. Last year the chapter had a one-day retreat at the Athens Fisheries.  This outing was one of the best of the year. On December 8, there will be another bird walk with Jim Booker. We can drive there together, have the bird walk, take a tram tour, and have a picnic lunch.  More to come on this trip.

6. At this time, the class for 2013 only has 4 people registered.  The minimum for a class is 12.  The registration will remain open until December.  

7. The EAB trap project is finished and the chapter received $1500 for the distribution and monitoring of the traps.

8. Our volunteer hours have to be submitted to Linda by the end of the year.  She must have a signed copy of our hours.  Instructions will be sent to the membership regarding the completion of our volunteer forms.  So far this year our chapter has completed 1,530 hours at an estimated value of $19.50/hour for a total of $29,835 estimated monies that the state office uses to request matching funds.  Therefore, it is extremely important for each member to accurately submit each volunteer hour, even after reaching the mandatory hours. 
9. In 2012 there were 8 members who officially completed the course and graduated.  They were:  Donna Bell, Jane Bouterse, Robert Carter, Charlene Franks, Charles Gillis, Gail Masters, Karen Williams and Phyllis Wilson.  The current members who completed the requirements for annual re-certification included:  Stella and Ted Barrow, Becky Gullette, Karen Morris, Darrell Hudson, Nadine Pope, Linda Richtsmeier, Carl and Diane Turner, Betty Morgan, Karen Morris, Rosanna Salmon, Pat Sawyer and ViAnn Sawyer, Sue Simmons, and Tom Walker. In addition to completing the year’s requirements, Pat, ViAnn, Tom and Carl received their bronze dragon fly pin for completing a total of 250 hours. Sue, Ted, and Rosanna received their brushed silver pin for completing 500 hours.

10. Vanessa Adams, our advisor, was named the advisor of the year at the state conference.  In August our chapter decided to nominate Vanessa.  She was the only advisor in the state to receive this honor.
With no other business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned with a motion from Stella and seconded by Gail. The members enjoyed a time of fellowship and refreshments.

 The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, January 22, 2013 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.
 Respectfully submitted,

 Sue Simmons, Secretary



Calendar OF EVENTS

January 15:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting; 6:30 p.m. City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose      Center, 305 East Austin St.      


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2013 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JANUARY MEETING





Tuesday January 15 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Blast Off to a New Year
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











APOLOGY TO SUE SIMMONS





For the entire year of 2012 Sue Simmons’ name was not included in the list of 2012 officers on page 1 of each month’s newsletter.  Sue has served faithfully and meticulously as our secretary for “years”.  Ironically, no one brought this error to my attention for an entire year.





Sue, from the deepest part of my heart and soul, I apologize for not doing my job as editor and “catching” my own mistake – for one entire year.





					With deepest regrets,





					Betty Morgan 
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BIRD BANDING ANNOUNCED





Weather permitting there will be a bird banding at Tom Walker’s on


Saturday, January 19





Check the Website � HYPERLINK "http://caddobirds.com" ��http://caddobirds.com� for information.








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








