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NOTES FROM CARL

The ADA Trail

The ADA trail project at the Caddo Lake National Refuge appears to be underway thanks to Charles Gillis and David Gilliland and the committee that they have assembled. David recently led a group of volunteers to visit a trail in Nacogdoches to learn more about such trails. We are excited to hear about their proposals and plans.

A project such as this represents what the Master Naturalist program is about. Our mission statement is: To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

The ADA trail project is definitely a service that will benefit not only those who are disabled but also for the many others who will enjoy it. Making natural areas more accessible is essential to help all of us connect with nature. This will not only enrich the lives of each individual but will also in the long run help in the beneficial management of natural resources as more people become in tune with nature.  The final project, of course, will have to have the approval of the refuge management but our input and volunteer efforts are essential to getting this going. We look forward to the proposals.
Carl
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MEETING MINUTES

June 17, 2014
ATTENDING: Becky Gullette, Karen Williams, Phyllis Wilson, Robert Carter, Pat Sawyer, ViAnn Sawyer, Stella Barrow, Ted Barrow, Betty Morgan, Carl Turner, Diane Turner, Sandra Hooker, Linda Richtsmeier, Vanessa Adams, Linda Gale Price, David Skinner, Kristi Thomas, Karen Morris, Jerry Jordan, Deanne Jordan, Barbara Judkins, Pam Andrews, David Gilliland, Vicki Gilliland, and Gary Pesowski.
CALL TO ORDER:  Welcome! The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Phyllis moved and Linda seconded that the minutes stand as written.  They were approved unanimously.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  $4,578.48 balance with  $1,701.18 in the Regatta fund, making an effective balance of $2877.30.  A detailed report is attached.

GENERAL ITEMS

Old Business

It’s time to rebate EAB traps.   Vanessa will email when we can help.
ADA trail work update.   David will take over from Charles.  He and his committee will try to visit other trails.  The Red River Refuge trail was not ADA. There is one ADA trail in Lufkin to review.  Other members of the committee are Ted and Stella, Carl, Jerry, Deanne and Phyllis.

Summer workshops are next week, Wednesday the 25th.  There are two workshops -Connecting People to Nature begins at 8 a.m. at the Transportation Center. At 9 a.m. Gary Endsley will lead the class on the Nature/ Historical Trail. Then the participants will go to Collins Academy for instruction.   Nine participants are currently signed up.  At 1:30 p.m. Growing up WILD training begins at Collins Academy.   Eight are signed up.  There are 10 spaces available.

Report on activities Master Naturalists have been involved in:

Tatum Elementary field day -Sandra, Becky, Linda reported it was successful.  We may need four stations next year.

Project WILD Camp at Collins Academy - ViAnn reported.

 Citizen Scientist Invasive Species – Vanessa reported that there were 16 trainees.
Eight members of the Rio Brazos Master Naturalist Chapter visited.  Sue and Karen brought their barges and took them out on the lake with Stella and Ted.  Linda Gail led a bird watching session for them.  (Meeting minutes continued on the next page.)

New Business 

Volunteer Ops 

The Refuge has grant money and bought equipment for volunteers to monitor the post effects of the tallow treatment.  Vanessa will write a protocol and let us know how we can help.

Phyllis reported on trail maintenance.  The refuge trails appear to be in good shape but need mowing.

     Linda reported that quarterly reports on volunteer hours are due to her by July 5.
Family Social in July- The social will be on Tuesday evening July 15 at the Gray Potter’s Point Community Center. Stella will send out directions.

Aquatic WILD published poets!  Betty is working on publishing the poetry that    participants wrote during the Aquatic WILD training in May.  She will need approval for publication from poets and may take it to the state conference for display.  We may be able to sell them at events.  Any profits will go to our local chapter.

Stella suggested we have a group project - Vanessa says we should have one each year.  Linda Gail suggests a tower to look over the lake.  Becky suggested an event around the invasive plant watch patterned on the Christmas bird watch.   Linda Gayle has paper binoculars to share – best used with small kids.  We can accumulate and store teaching supplies and keep them in the classroom at the Refuge.  Becky suggested we all work up an activity to prepare for anyone to borrow to use for teaching.

We need maps for the paddling trails- Perhaps we can laminate maps to be loaned with the canoes and returned.   We need to develop information for the trails also.  Maps of paddle trails are on our Website and the state Website.
Carl gave a talk on the exposure of the people of Paris, France to nature by analysis of the parks of Paris and contrasted it to the exposure of people of East Texas to nature.

One hour volunteer time and 20 minutes advanced training for tonight.
Respectfully Submitted

Diane Turner
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A MESSAGE FROM THE XERCES SOCIETY
Help bring back the pollinators with these four simple steps:




1. Flowers provide the nectar and pollen resources that pollinators feed on. Growing the right flowers, shrubs, and trees with overlapping bloom times will support pollinators from spring through fall.




2. A home for growing pollinators is essential. Leave patches of bare ground and brush piles or install nesting blocks, and plant caterpillar host plants.




3. Pesticides are harmful to pollinators, especially insecticides. Herbicides reduce food sources by removing flowers from the landscape.

4. Share this information with friends and neighbors.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: http://www.xerces.org/pollinators-south-central-region/


Calendar OF EVENTS

July 15:  Cypress Basin Chapter Monthly Meeting and Annual Social for Members & Guests

    Gray Potter’s Point Community Center 6:30


October 24-26:  2014 Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting at Mo Ranch in Hunt, TX

POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2014 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer - Webmaster


Vanessa Adams - Advisor
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JULY MEETING





Tuesday July 15


6:30 p.m. 





Gray Potter’s Point Community Center





ANNUAL MEMBER & GUESTS SOCIAL





 

















 









































 














PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND





2014 ANNUAL TMN CHAPTER SOCIAL 


for members, family, and guests





WHEN:  Tuesday, July 15


TIME: 6:30 P.M.


WHERE: Gray Potter’s Point Community Center





MENU:  Grilled Hamburgers & Fixings





ITEMS NEEDED:  


sliced tomatoes


sliced onions


pickle slices									


lettuce


mayo										


catsup							


cheese slices


chips


baked beans or pintos


potato salad


pasta salad


desserts





NOT NEEDED: paper plates, napkins, cups, cutlery, tea, water, ice, and mustard.





Karen is making a freezer of homemade ice cream.  If anyone wants to bring ice cream that will be great.  








RSVP Now:  If you haven’t already done so, please email Karen and/or Stella and let them know how many will be attending with you and what you plan to bring.  They need to know numbers to buy meat and buns.














DIRECTIONS TO GRAY POTTER’S POINT COMMUNITY CENTER





Get yourselves to intersection of Hwy 49 and 43.  IF you come to Jefferson on Hwy 59 turn East onto Hwy 49 at the traffic signal in Jefferson.  Continue for about 15 miles to the intersection of Hwys 49 and 43. IF you come from Marshall on Hwy 43, travel approximately twenty-six miles on 43 to the intersections of Hwys 49 and 43.


Head East on Hwy 49 toward Gray, TX.  Approximately 6 miles you’ll come to a right hand turn onto FM 727.  There is a church being constructed on the right corner.  Before you get to FM 727 you’ll see a sign for a Historical Marker. You can only turn right onto FM 727.  If you miss the turn and cross the Texas/Louisiana state line, TURN AROUND!


Follow FM 727 for 6 miles to the corner of FM 727 and Marion County Rd 3636.  Turn right onto MCR 3636.


The Community Center is immediately on your left.  Log cabin with green roof.





				








									





FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.


Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











Phone numbers:





Karen Williams: 903-276-6214





Ted Barrow 972-965-5194





Stella Barrow 903-736-3063














�








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








