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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello Everyone!

Just want to say a "big thank you" for everyone's hard work to make such a successful retreat. The new members deserve a big applause for hanging in there on their training component, and the end is in sight!  Betty Morgan and the Sawyers deserve a standing ovation for organizing and pulling off such a great weekend event!  I wish I could have been there for all of it.

There are lots of volunteer opportunities for the old and new members alike this year, so trying to fulfill that 40 hour requirement for the year should not be a problem, (unless you are like me and have difficulty with "time management"!)
The Amphibian Watch was great, and Texas Parks and Wildlife expects those who attended to follow up with their training and submit that data!  It's very important to be a citizen scientist these days when there is little funding for environmental impact research.  We can really make a difference!  We will discuss some opportunities for areas to monitor at our next business meeting.

Also, let's don't forget passing on environmental education opportunities to the younger generation.  PLEASE consider volunteering in organizing and implementing the two short programs we were asked to do for Fern Camp in June and July.  I will be happy to assist and support you in anyway that I can if ANYONE would like to take charge and pull these off.  So far, Phyllis Wilson is on board, so join she and I, and jump on in!  Thanks Phyllis!  We will be discussing a future meeting time and place to pull this together at our May 15th meeting.

Everyone keep up the good work, and stay motivated!  We are all anxious to hear about any updates on the EAB traps and look forward to Carl Turner's presentation; see you there.




CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES
April 10, 2012

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Rosanna Salmon at 6:30: pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. 22 members and students were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the previous meeting were read, approved and accepted with a motion from Linda and seconded by Ted.

Treasurer’s Report:  Karen Morris gave the financial report.  Expenses for training totaled $1260.  Other expenses were for the new projector and a white board.  

Discussion was held regarding the chapter absorbing the expense for “Flying Wild” which will be $15 per person. Sue moved that the chapter do this and Ted seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

General Items Discussed:  

1. The Amphibian Watch workshop will be 4/28/12 at Collins Academy in Jefferson from 4:00-9:00 pm.  The cost is $10:00.

2. The butterfly garden in Jefferson was discussed. One of the teachers was concerned that the Monarchs were eating the entire tropical milkweed and would soon run out of food.  Rosanna suggested that they purchase more milkweed.

3. Rosanna has been working with the group for the “Historic Port Jefferson Restoration” to help establish plantings for the park.  She discovered the “tree of heaven” which is an invasive that will need to be eliminated.  Rosanna has sent a letter to the Wildlife and Fisheries department stating that the volunteer opportunities will be presented to our chapter for possible participation.
4. Rosanna suggested that each member volunteer to do a program for the chapter for the members to receive advanced hours.  The time spent preparing the presentation would be volunteer hours.

5. Rosanna reported on her butterfly watch and presented tips on butterfly identification.

6. The chapter retreat will be May 4-6 at Wilkes Power Plant Recreation Area.  The cost is $20.  Members may sign-up through April 30 by contacting Betty.  “Flying Wild” will be presented on Saturday morning.

7. Volunteer reports are now due for the first quarter of 2012...Please get them to Rosanna as soon as you can.

8. Vanessa is to have a Chinese Tallow pull on Goat Island in May and will let us know what day.
9. Bob Vernon an archaeologist is offering our chapter volunteer opportunities.  More will come on this.
10. Ted reported on the emerald ash bore trap project.  22 out of 29 have been placed.

11. Vanessa reported to the chapter the schedule of events for the opening of the Caddo Lake Paddling Trails May 5.  Pat Sawyer disclosed the paddling trails map that he has developed which is outstanding!  Each volunteer was given his or her assignment and station.  Other events of the weekend were discussed.
With no other business to discuss, Karen moved that the meeting be adjourned and Robert seconded the motion.  The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 15, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectful submitted

Sue Simmons, Secretary


Calendar OF EVENTS

May 14:  Martin Creek State Park Outdoor Event for Tatum Third Grade Students

May 15:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting; 6:30 p.m. Jefferson Transportation Center


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2012 OFFICERS 





Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER MARCH MEETING





Tuesday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Carl Turner:  Presenting Caddo Lake





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND ATTEND
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the June newsletter is 


June 12.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








SPRING RETREAT DEEMED GREAT SUCCESS





The Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter Spring Retreat was at Wilkes Power Plant May 4-6.  The 2012 trainees had their last training weekend in conjunction with our annual retreat.  The schedule was rather grueling but offered great learning opportunities and a bonding of current members with new members.





Despite the heat Darrell Hudson set up track casting materials for trainees and each made a cast of either a mold or an actual track down by the edge of the lake.  Going indoors for the remainder of his presentation gave members a chance to cool off before heading out to the woods with Vanessa for an owl prowl.  A screech owl could be heard in the distance and assured everyone that we were really out in nature.





Saturday morning Barbara Parmley navigated attendees through Flying WILD activities with great expertise.  She proved to be a valuable resource for the trainees and members.  After lunch Becky Gullette provided a ton of information on plant taxonomy before leading attendees back out into the heat for a plant identification venture using keys.  What a learning experience!





Food, food, food!  Members Pat and ViAnn Sawyer planned and prepared the meals.  Attendees brought an abundance of snack items.  Everyone ate to his or her heart’s content.   





Several attendees stayed Saturday night and helped with clean up on Sunday morning.  





A gigantic “thank you” goes out to each of the 25 attendees who participated in the retreat and made it a success.   











Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.








CONGRATULATIONS!


Congratulations to our newest members who completed their training at the retreat.  Their certifications will be complete when they fulfill the 40 hours of volunteer work and 8 hours of advanced training.  We’re proud of





Donna Bell     Jane Bouterse     Robert Carter     Charlene Franks





Charles Gillis     Brenda Jones     Gail Masters     Judy Morgan


     


Karen Williams     Phyllis Wilson








CHAPTER SOCIAL PLANNED





Sue Simmons has invited us to her home for a “members and families” social on Saturday, June 9.   Each family will be asked to pay $5 to help cover the cost of the fish fry.  We’ll discuss the details of the event at Tuesday evening’s meeting.  Plan to attend.  








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








