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NOTES FROM CARL
A Lot is Happening

A lot is happening in our neck of the woods and I thought it might be good to summarize some of the interesting developments that are taking place. 
First, some very important steps have been taken to fight the threat of Giant Salvinia to Caddo Lake. The new weevil facility is up and running in Uncertain and a weevil release has taken place. Also the state of Texas has also been releasing weevils as well as spraying in an effort to control Salvinia. The war is not won but great progress has been made and the outlook is hopeful. 
Second, in the age we live in where each year we lose more of the remaining natural habitat that is left, Caddo Lake National Refuge is a shining example of what can be done to reverse that trend. The 8,000 acres at the refuge was originally a magnificent forest ecosystem supporting a diversity of wildlife. However this original forest was cut down and replanted with a monoculture of loblolly pine. Now each year parts of the refuge are thinned and controlled burns are used to keep the forest open and diverse helping it to revert to its natural state. 
And last but not least our local master naturalist chapter is growing and becoming more active. We recently had our first workday at the refuge and each month a workday is planned. Ideas for projects that will help teach both children and adults about our natural environment as well as help maintain the nature around us make it an exciting time to be a master naturalist in our area. 
Yes things are happening in our neck of the woods and it is a good thing.
Carl
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST
MEETING MINUTES

October 21, 2014

ATTENDING:  Vicki Gilliland, David Gilliland, Becky Gullette, Barbara Judkins, Libby Horton, Stella Barrow, Ted Barrow, Pam Andrews, Pat Sawyer, ViAnn Sawyer, Kay Watson, Betty Morgan, Karen Williams, Vanessa Neace, Sue Simmons, Herman Hazard, Sandra Hooker, David Skinner, Linda Richtsmeier, Tom Walker, Charles Gillis, Carl Miller, Floyd Anderson, Ellen Anderson, Carl Turner, Diane Turner
CALL TO ORDER:   The meeting was called to order by President Carl Turner  At 6:30   
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:   Linda moved and  Stella seconded that the minutes stand as written.  They were approved unanimously.
TREASURER’S REPORT:   Our balance is $ 2,682.04 and  a balance of $1,701.18 in the Regatta account ,   making a total balance of $4.383.22.  Detailed report attached.
GENERAL ITEMS

Old Business:

Update on Weevil Release:  Ted reported.  Cool snap moved in so the release is probably through for the year.  Sept 12 was the big release. There was a second release from TP&W along with some spraying.
Tallow Project:    Vanessa needs 4 volunteers to monitor treated areas on the refuge. She will email us the date.   Hunting season is coming up.
Summary of the first workday on 10/18/2014:

Charles: Trail Maintenance Update on the ADA trail at refuge : Charles reported that  he talked to the refuge  people and funding is being discussed.  He also reported on the workday when his committee walked and inspected the trail by the visitor center.  They identified 2 dozen trees.  A project for a tree walk next spring is being planned. Pat made geo-tagged photos of the walk. They also trimmed the trees and weeds.  

Update  on UTV training:   There may be one more training session  this fall.

Becky:   Outreach and Education   We chose lesson plans-about 15 different programs to be presented to students  Some were assigned on our “own time, own dime”.   Others are planned to be put together by the  group on the next workday.   We intend to reorganize and evaluate the storage space and materials already on hand.  We plan to develop an inventory list and a system for keeping up the supplies in each lesson.  Master check out list is being planned.
Linda Gail:  Wildlife Viewing and Discussion  Linda’s committee is working on handouts for visitors, automatic photo frame,   iNaturalist,  lists on birds, dragonflies, butterflies, and more.  A complete written report by Linda is on file in the Chapter notebook.
Date of next workday:   The refuge is closed for hunting on Nov. 22,  so our next scheduled workday will not be there.    Outreach and Education will meet on Nov 15  at 9:00 at the Turner Lake House.   More information will come by email.
New Business:

 David turned in a set of plans to Jason for updating some aspects of the visitor center for ADA.   There are some projects we could work on that don’t cost a lot.  If Jason approves, we can work on them by the next work day.
Nominating Committee for 2015 Officers:  Betty, Ted,  Linda and Carl volunteered to serve on that committee.
Report was given on  500 kids, Wild Daze  and the upcoming Make a Difference Day.  Linda and Stella helped.

Linda said get your hours in by Nov 1 ( accomplished or anticipated by the end of the year).
Pot luck dinner was suggested for the November meeting.

Tom Walker gave the website Caddobirds.com-- bird banding link for directions and dates.  Bird banding is scheduled for this Saturday, October 25 9:00 until 4 or so. 
85 people stopped by the TMN booth at the Marion county fair.  
The TMN banner is stored in the storage room.
Nov 8 for AT in Athens -Bird Nature Walk at the Freshwater Fish Hatchery.
We will be recruiting for a possible Winter class.  
The meeting concluded with a  AT Program  - Highlights of the NPSOT symposium by  Ellen , Floyd and Pamela.
Motion to adjourn was made by Stella and seconded by Linda. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30, with 1 hour of volunteer time and one hour of AT.  Plus you can add your travel time. The next meeting will be November 18 for presentation of pins.   Please be sure to report your hours to Linda before November 1.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Turner
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MONTHLY WORKDAY SCHEDULED FOR
NOVEMBER 15

At the September meeting it was decided to have a chapter workday on the third Saturday of each month. The first of these workdays was on October 18 at the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.   Several members participated and earned volunteer hours and accomplished a great deal.  Due to hunting season the Refuge will not be open on November 15 for the next scheduled workday so the Turner's volunteered their lake house for the workday meeting.   Meeting time is 9:00 am.  Each group except for the paddling trail group has work to complete that can be done on that day.




If you did not attend the October workday please plan to come to the November workday and join in with one of the above groups.  There's a lot of work to be done.  If you plan to attend please email Carl or Diane and let them know that you're coming so they can plan accordingly.
DIRECTIONS TO THE TURNER'S LAKE HOUSE:  
Take highway 43 toward Caddo Lake State Park and turn east on FM 2198. Go past the state park and stay on FM 2198 for several miles until you come to Mound Pond Road and turn left. There is a large River Bend Restaurant sign where Mound Pond Road joins FM 2198. Continue on Mound Pond Road for 2 to 3 miles going past the Lighthouse Bar and Grill. Our house is past the Lighthouse on the left. It is an A-frame house and there is an open lot on the right with a deck on it. In the front yard is a sign that says TY House.
Carl’s and Diane’s phone numbers in case you get lost are:
903 926 7086
903 926 7087
COMMENCEMENT AND AWARDS CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 18

The monthly meeting on November 18th will be our last meeting for 2014.  It is a commencement ceremony for trainees who have completed the requirements for recognition as a Certified Texas Master Naturalist.  It is also an awards ceremony for those Cypress Basin TMN members who earned the re-certification pin for 2014 and for those accomplishing the goal of specific hour awards.
All members and trainees are encouraged to attend.  We will meet at 6:00 pm at the Museum of Measurement and Time, 301 North Polk Street in Jefferson.  Parking is available along the street, across the street and behind the museum.  There will be a tour of the museum prior to our meeting at 6:30 pm.  You received an email from Stella about the change in location for our meeting.  Please let her know if you plan to attend so she can get the meeting room set up.  There will be light refreshments served.
Officers for 2015 will be elected at this meeting.  The nominating committee sent a report to members with a slate of officers.  Nominations will also be taken from the floor.
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THIS FINAL MEETING OF 2014
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Bird and Nature Walk Scheduled
Jim Booker will be leading a bird and nature walk on December 13 at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens.  The walk begins sharply at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 11:00 a.m.  Take your binoculars and field guides.

After the bird walk there are indoors displays and a dive show.  The total Advanced Training time will be about 4 hours if you go to the dive show and visit the exhibits; travel time will count as volunteer hours.  This is a long drive so you may want to check with others to carpool.
If the weather is bad the walk may be cancelled so have Jim's phone number on hand to call and verify if it has been cancelled/ rescheduled.

For more details go to http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/

There you will find travel directions and information about admission fees and schedules.  
TPWD Announcement:
Join us on our monthly bird watching outing. Expect to see 25 or more different species as we explore our Interpretive Wetland Trail and other areas of the hatchery. 
	When
	 December 13, 2014 
from 09:00 AM to 11:00 AM  

	Where
	Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center 

	Contact Name
	James Booker 

	Contact Email
	james.booker@tpwd.texas.gov 

	Contact Phone
	(903) 670-2266 




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November 15:  Chapter Workday 9:00 am at the Turner's lake house
November 18:  Monthly Chapter Meeting; Commencement and Awards Ceremony

                            Meet at 6:00 pm at the Museum of Measurement and Time, 301 North Polk St.           
December 13:  Bird and Nature Walk, Texas Fresh Water Fisheries Center, Athens

Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.





POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2014 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer - Webmaster


Vanessa Adams Neace - Advisor
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER NOVEMBER MEETING


Tuesday November 18, 2014


6:00 p.m. 


301 North Polk Street (see article for details)


ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT AND AWARDS CEREMONY


ELECTION OF OFFICERS


PRESENTATION: PHYLLIS WILSON: HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2014 ANNUAL MEETING











 









































 











Charles Gillis is the team leader for Tree Identification on the Refuge trails.  This group will work on plans for a Tree Walk to be scheduled in the spring.








Becky Gullette is the team leader for Outreach Program Development.  This group is working on preparing lessons for TMN members to use when asked to present at the CLSP, CLNWR, in schools, or other places in the area.








Linda Gail Price is the team leader for the development of fauna/flora guides for the Refuge. This group is working on the development of guides/checklists for visitors to the Refuge.








Pat Sawyer is the team leader for paddling trails check-up.  This group will not be working on November 15.  Pat is recovering from surgery on his shoulder and will be recuperating for about 2 months.











IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  





FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (�HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress"�http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.


Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ �HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com"�bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








