CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES 
January 17, 2012
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Rosanna Salmon at 6:30: pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Thirteen members and one guest were present.
Previous Meeting Minutes:   Minutes from the previous meeting were corrected, then approved and accepted with a motion from Linda and seconded by Ted

Financial Report:  Karen reported that checks have been written for the Training Manuals and TMN caps for the new class.  Background checks and a reimbursement fee for Texas Agri-life for $120 have been paid.
General Items Discussed:  
1. Rosanna disbursed and summarized the 2011 Annual Report that she recently submitted the state TMN office.  She emphasized that the more hours we volunteer and activities in which we participate will influence the “value amount” that the TPWD will receive per volunteer.  This makes our accurate reporting of our volunteer hours and activities extremely important.
2. Rosanna presented service pins for 2011 to the members who have completed the necessary requirements.  The re-cert pin for 2011 is a Horned Toad (the pin for 2012 is a bat).  Members reaching the milestone of 250 hours are Ted, Tom, and Sue.

3. Dues and insurance forms are now due for 2012.  The annual fee for membership is $25 for an individual and $40 for a couple.  A background check is also due for the classes of 2008 and 2009.  
4. Ted was happy to report that the application for our tax exempt status has been received by the IRS, and we are now awaiting approval.  Thank you, Ted for being so steadfast in getting this application done.  There is a mistake in our “property ownership” per Marion County, and Ted will meet with them to correct this.

5. Vanessa presented Volunteer opportunities coming up in 2012:
· February 2, 2012 is World Wetlands day.  Uncertain has postponed their event, but the CLNWR has plans to participate and the members will be informed as to what those will be.

· April 21, 2012 the target date to open the Paddling Trails of Texas at Caddo Lake.  This will correspond with Earth Day.  Activities of the day are being finalized and members will be notified of volunteer opportunities.  Our efforts in establishing these paddle trails are in partnership with TPWD.

· On March 20-May 26 there will be an exhibit at the Michelson Museum in Marshall featuring “nests”.  There may be an opportunity for the CBTMN to do a presentation one evening.

· The Texas Forrest Service is targeting the Emerald Ash Bore which is an invasive insect destroying the Ash trees.  The bores can be brought in firewood bought outside our area. ( Vanessa stated that since Texas state parks no longer allow dead wood in the parks to be used for firewood, it is very important that firewood brought into the park either be completely burned up or taken out when leaving.) ViAnn suggested that CBTMN participate in this effort.  Sue moved that we do this and Nadine seconded the motion that then carried.  Vanessa will inform Ron Billings at the forest service of our desire to help.  Traps will be issued throughout Texas and members will be notified of volunteer opportunities.

· Grant money is available for wetland areas in Texas to monitor various invasive species.  Vanessa and Gary Ensley are submitting information in order for our area to receive part of the grant money and participate in this project.  The targeted are will be the CLNWR.  This is a 2 year project, but may last longer.  Our volunteer opportunities will depend on whether or not our area will be selected as part of the project.
· There is still interest in restoring the boardwalk at Harrison Bayou on the CLNWR.  More to come on this project.

· Rosanna informed the members of the Galveston Featherfest 2012 on April 12-15.  If you have interest in participating, contact Rosanna.

6. Betty reported on the upcoming training class. It will begin January 27, 2012 with 12 trainees.  Members participating in the classes will receive volunteer hours.  If members attend classes which they have not had in the past, these hours will be advanced hours.  Members are urged to participate and sign-up to be a “host” for a class.  Contact Betty if you are interested in this opportunity.  The classes will conclude on April 27-28 with a CBTMN retreat at Wilkes Power Plant, and all members will be included.  The Friday night classes will be at the Collins Academy in Jefferson and the Saturday classes will be in the training room at CLNWR visitors’ center.
7. CBTMN members are encouraged to participate in presenting information to the group that can be used as advanced hours.  A member may do their own presentation or get someone else to.

With no other business to discuss Betty motioned for the meeting to adjourn. Ted seconded the motion. The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 21,2012 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.
Respectful submitted

Sue Simmons, Secretary
