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RECRUITMENT FOR 2011 CLASS
2011 CLASS POSTPONED

Lack of enough applicants for the spring 2011 training class has made it necessary to postpone the class until later in the year.  We’ll work toward a fall training class that would begin in August. 

If you know of anyone who may be interested in becoming a Master Naturalist volunteer please ask him/her to contact Betty Morgan at bgmorgan46@yahoo.com to receive information about plans for the next class.

HEALTHY HABITATS GARDEN PROJECT
CALLS FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Healthy Habitats Garden Project at Karnack ISD is off and running.  Volunteers had a successful day on January 25 with the first lesson.

Volunteers are needed to assist with the remainder of the lessons.  Below is information that you need in order to make plans to volunteer with the project.
This curriculum will be only for 3rd-6th grades, and each session will last only an hour.  Each grade will have a classroom experience in the science lab for 30 minutes and an outdoor activity for 30 minutes.  The 5/6th grades will be at the same time as will be the 3rd/4th grade.  This leads to asking for HELP!!  While one grade is in the classroom, the other grade will be outside.  Then we will "swap" places.  It will require at least two people, Rosanna and someone else.  Even more volunteers would be wonderful.  

No doubt on some days we won't go outside at all, and will have to figure out another location (gym maybe?) to do the activity if two classes are indoors at the same time.  

The other issue:  Rosanna won't be able to help on Feb. 15th due to her knee surgery.  Nadine and Beth volunteered to take charge on those dates.  Rosanna plans to have everything prepared for them.  There is an urgent need for more volunteers to help Nadine and Beth on these dates.

This project will be a good overall learning experience, and the curriculum Rosanna put together is science based/with a little "gardening seasoning" on the side.  The teachers are great and very excited and supportive of this.  One teacher told her that some of the kids are still talking about "Nature Camp" and the stuff they got to do and see there.  That is really cool, and positive, and should be very encouraging for us.  We are making some sort of impact!

The other nice thing is that the classes are small.  The largest class is 4th grade and it has 17 students.  Most have 10 or 12, so it won't be overwhelming.  The kids apparently don't use the science lab much, and are very excited about getting to spend some time in there.  We won’t be the gardeners on this project, just the initiators and teachers.  Hopefully some guidance will spark the care taking of the garden.

Please consider the dates that you can volunteer and let Rosanna know when you can volunteer.
Healthy Habitats @ Caddo Lake

Raised Bed Garden Project
Benefit & Objectives of Garden Project:

· Provides easy access, on site field trips

· Provides a context for teaching across all subject areas

· Promotes physical and mental health and well being

· Promotes higher levels of student achievement

Curriculum & Calendar Schedule

Class time: 5th/6th Grade 12:00-1:00

                 3rd/4th Grade 1:30-2:30
Indoor Class to be held in Science Lab, Outdoor Class in Garden 

· Tuesday, Feb. 15th Plant a Seed:  A classroom activity where students will take an active role in starting seeds for the garden.  Define a seed, simple seed anatomy, and what a seed needs to grow into a healthy plant.
· Monday, Feb. 28th Planning the Garden:  The importance of “site” selection; an understanding that there are “space” considerations when growing seeds & planting a garden; establish rules for the garden that make it a safer place to learn; establish a schedule so that all classes help water and weed in the garden.
· Tuesday, March 8th Plant Growth & Development:  Develop an understanding of simple plant parts & the roles they play.  Understanding of the various plant parts that are used for the food that we eat.
· Tuesday, March 29th Gardening For Wildlife:  Introduce gardening for insects, mammals, birds & amphibians.  Discuss the need to “plant cuisine” for wildlife.
· Wednesday, April 6th Nutrition in the Garden:  Define & develop and understanding of the food pyramid & the differences between junk food and healthy food choices.
· Monday, April 11th Herb, Vegetable, Fruit, Root or Tuber?  To gain an understanding of the differences between herbs, vegetables, fruits, roots & tubers & their importance in our diet.
· Tuesday, May 3rd Insects:  Identify & classify insects & what they have in common.  Develop an understanding of the role of insects in plant communities, both beneficial & harmful.
· Monday, May 23rd Ecology & the Environment:  Develop an understanding of food webs, & the impact of pollution & invasive species.  Give students an understanding of how amphibians are “bio-indicators” of our environment.
· TBA: When to Eat It?  Students determine the harvest time for various garden vegetables.
· Garden Wrap Up Day Event/open to suggestions/Garden Party?? date to be determined



Calendar OF EVENTS

February 8:  Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter monthly meeting, 6:30 pm, Jefferson Multi Purpose Center

February 15:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Plant a Seed Lesson

February 28:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Planning the Garden Lesson

March 8:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Plant Growth and Development Lesson

March 8:  Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter monthly meeting, 6:30 pm, Jefferson Multi Purpose Center

March 29:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Gardening for Wildlife Lesson

April 6:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Nutrition in the Garden Lesson

April 11:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Herb, Vegetable, Fruit, Root or Tuber? Lesson

April 12:  Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter monthly meeting, 6:30 pm, Jefferson Multi Purpose Center

May 3:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Insects Lesson

May 10:  Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter monthly meeting, 6:30 pm, Jefferson Multi Purpose Center

May 23:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Ecology and the Environment Lesson

TBA:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project When to Eat It? Lesson

TBA:  Healthy Habitats Karnack ISD Garden Project Garden Wrap Up Day Event

October 21-23:  Master Naturalist State Meeting at Mo Ranch, Hunt, TX


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events counts as volunteer time.


 

















MESSAGE FROM THE VP


by Betty Morgan





Hi Everyone,


Ted is away so I’ll drop a few lines and urge everyone to attend our monthly meeting next Tuesday.  We need to discuss and continue our support of the Healthy Habitats Garden Program at Karnack ISD.  See the related information on pages 3 and 4.


The long range forecast is predicting possible freezing precipitation for next Tuesday.  PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAIL TUESDAY BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR THE MEETING.   IN CASE THERE’S A NEED TO CANCEL THE MEETING YOU’LL RECEIVE A NOTICE THROUGH EMAIL.  Because our members are scattered across about four counties we have to take in consideration what ‘s happening weather wise across several miles.�� Hope to see everyone Tuesday.� � �


� �





CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER FEBRUARY MEETING





Tuesday, February 8 at 6:30 p.m.


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St. 





PROGRAM:  Ethnobotany (advanced training credit)





PRESENTER:  Betty Morgan








 














FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress� ); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Monthly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit











CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the March newsletter is March 1.   You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.











PAY YOUR 2011 DUES NOW











Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter dues for 2011 were due January 31, 2011. 





 If you haven’t paid your 2011 dues bring your payment to the February 8th meeting.





Otherwise mail your dues ($25 for individuals or $40 for couples) to: Karen Morris, Cypress Basin Chapter TMN Treasurer, 110 W. Sedberry, Jefferson, TX 75657.  Please go to the chapter Website and print the Dues and Insurance form.  Complete it and send it with your check to Karen.





Dues not received by February 15 will result in a non-active status for that member.  Such members may not associate themselves with the status of Texas Master Naturalist volunteer.

















SPRING RETREAT SCHEDULED





We have reserved the Wilkes Power Plant park facility in Avinger for a spring retreat. 





It will be a weekend event April 29-May 1.





The event will serve as a “bonding” event for chapter members with recreational and social activities planned.





Advanced Training sessions will be held during the weekend.

















