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PADDLING TRAIL TOUR A SUCCESS

Caddo Lake State Park is the location of our June Meeting on Monday, the 9th. Lane Neely, the
Park Interpreter, will give us some AT on Tracks and Scat. There will be outside time, so you might

bring some bug spray. Set up is at 5:45pm and the meeting begins at 6. Hope to see you there!!

What a beautiful day for a boat tour of the Caddo Lake Paddling Trails!  We set out from
Johnson’s Ranch for a 2 hour tour and enjoyed the beautiful scenery of the only natural lake in
the state of Texas.  Caddo Lake, well known for its haunting cypress trees covered in Spanish moss
and its unique history, has been the location for many movies over the years.  As we enjoyed the
boat ride, we observed nature at its finest and learned interesting facts about the lake, as well as
making note of trail signs that need repair.  Each of us disembarked with a renewed sense of
appreciation for this precious ecosystem in our own backyard!  Special thanks to Captain Ron’s
Swamp Tours for a fun and educational tour!



Hike with Herps at Caddo Lake State Park – June 14

Curious about the critters that slither, hop, or bask along our trails? Join us for "Hike

with Herps" on Saturday, June 14 at 9:00 a.m. at Caddo Lake State Park for a hands-on

introduction to herpetology—the study of reptiles and amphibians!

Texas Master Naturalist Ellen Miller will guide the group, offering tips on how to spot

herps (if that’s your thing) and what to do if you’d rather avoid them on your hike.

We’ll meet and park at Saw Mill Pond (near the fishing pier—restrooms available), then

explore areas around the water and the Nature Trail. After a lunch break, we’ll continue

hiking the rest of the park.

🔹 $4 park entry fee

 🔹 Bring a sack lunch

 🔹 Trekking poles recommended

Whether you're a reptile fan or just enjoy a good hike, this is a great opportunity to

connect with nature.

BOOK CLUB
T H U R S D A Y  J U N E  1 9 T H  A T  6 : 0 0  P M

C a d d o  L a k e  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  C l a s s r o o m  

C a d d o  L a k e  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

Due to the increasing temperature, we will not do trail maintenance prior to the meeting.

Our next fiction selection is Why Fish Don't Exist, by Lulu Miller,
a Peabody Award-winning science journalist. It was voted best

book of 2020 by The Washington Post, The Chicago Tribune, and
Smithsonian. The cover reads that it is "a dark and astonishing

tale of love, chaos, scientific obsession, and--possibly--even
murder..."

The book discussion will be on Thursday, June 19, at the refuge at
6:00. Please bring a lawn chair in case it's still cool enough to sit

on the deck. 

HIKE WITH HERPS



TREASURER’S REPORT

AQUATIC VEGETATION CLASS

Join us on Tuesday, June 10, from 10:30 to 11:30 AM at the Avinger Education Center
(located just across Hwy 49 from 5D’s Steakhouse) for an informative session on
identifying and managing aquatic vegetation in Simpson Lake.
Led by local naturalist Roger Geiger, the class will cover common plant species found
in the lake and practical strategies for their control.
If you didn’t sign up during this week’s meeting but would like to attend, please
contact Roger to be added to the list.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

$25 PER INDIVIDUAL

$40 PER FAMILY

Mail checks- made payable to 
Cypress Basin TMN

Mail to 
PO Box 226

Karnack, Texas
75661



MINUTES OF MAY MEETING

2025 TRAINING CLASS ANNOUNCEMENT

Caroline and Susan are looking for folks
interested in taking our training class this

fall. Please talk to your friends, neighbors, co-
workers, anyone who you think might be
interested! It will begin the weekend of

August 15th, and be one weekend a month
through November. Please be sure and get
name, address, phone number and email
address. We also need a co-chair for the

coordination of food. Thanks so much for
helping with this!!



March 2025 was a tragic time for those who appreciate the wonders of nature in East Texas as the
iconic conjoined trees along Hwy 155 west of Avinger were cut down. In a curiosity seldom seen,
these two trees shared a single, live, branch.

In February, Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) started clearing the right of way
between Lake O’ the Pines and Avinger. By March 6, TxDOT contractors had reached the trees.
I am a local naturalist so I made a point of checking on them. The trees plus the branch between
them were well flagged with pink ribbon, and seemed to be near the outer edge of the right of
way, so I had little fear for their continued existence. I was wrong.

Recently I returned to check on the conjoined trees and found they had been removed. I found
remains of the pink flagging and a section from the trunk of one of the trees and a
stump.Spectrum is currently installing fiber optic cable along Hwy 155 and throughout Eagle
Landing. Their subcontractor informed me that his company and others they hired had nothing
to do with clearing of trees. “That,” he said, “was handled by TxDOT.”

TxDOT Mount Pleasant said they were working with two sub-contractors to clear the right of
way along the highway and was not familiar with any reason why the trees would have been
flagged or removed. The contractor doing the work also said they didn’t know why the trees
were flagged, removed, or what happened to them. The contractor assumed “They must have
been mulched with everything else.”

As of the writing of this commentary, all we are left with are a few facts, a few question, and a
few suspicions. We still do not know why our wonder of nature was flagged for special attention
and given special attention during its removal. I don’t suppose we ever will.

You can read the original article on the Marion County Herald's website: marioncoherald.com.

WONDER OF NATURE LOST
Written by Roger Geiger

https://marioncoherald.com/2025/05/18/wonder-of-nature-lost-to-technology/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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2025 Meeting Dates and Locations
January 13 - Refuge

February 10 - Transportation Center,
Jefferson - Potluck dinner

March 10 - Marshall Library
April 14 - Kellyville

May 12 - Refuge
June 9 - State Park
July - no meeting

August 11 - Transportation Center,
Jefferson - Potluck dinner

September 8 - Marshall Library
October 13 - Kellyville
November 10 - Refuge

December - no meeting

AT ALERT
Caroline and Susan are always looking for AT ideas for both meetings and field

trips. If you would like to do a short presentation at a meeting, or have an
excellent place you would like to make a field trip to, please let Susan

(caddomama@gmail.com) or Caroline (cahughes8@gmail) know!

mailto:caddomama@gmail.com

