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Early Bird Migrations

Coming off the heels of the Great Backyard Bird Count, I have decided to start paying more attention to migrating birds.
Texas Parks and Wildlife lists the early, mid, and late season migrants. Early season runs approximately from late February through mid-March, so these birds are currently on the move.

The earliest migrant into our area is the Purple Martin, which I’ve written about in a previous article. These guys began their northern migration in mid-February, and should be winding it up about next week.

The male of the species is a glossy blue-black. The females are the same color on their backs, however, the rest of them are shades of gray. Purple Martins nest almost exclusively in human-provided nest boxes; however, it’s tricky trying to attract the first tenants to your boxes, and probably too late to try for this year. You can go to the Purple Martin Society of North America (www.purplemartins.com) for more information.
Beginning this week through late April, you may see the American Golden-Plover resting in pastures, farmland, and even golf courses as they move to their breeding grounds in the Arctic tundra of Alaska and Canada. The Golden Plover is a medium to large shorebird with a golden, black speckled back.

The Barn Swallow is another early March to April migrant. I have also written about this bird, and we all know what they look like, especially their long, forked tails.
Like their fellow swallow cousins the Purple Martins, the Barn Swallow nests almost entirely in man-made structures, particularly our front porches. They build their mud nests in the corners of the roof-line. As a matter of fact, humans have helped the Barn Swallow survive and thrive. There are actually more of them now than there were before Europeans came to North America.

The Black and White Warbler is also an early March migrant. They will continue their northward migration through late April. These Warblers do breed in Texas, mostly eastern Texas, as they prefer mature and second-growth forest; but we may see them here in Milam County, and possibly even Williamson County.
This Warbler hunts insects along the trunks of trees. They have a long hind toe and claw on each foot that helps them creep along the tree’s trunk and branches looking for food. These are small birds with black and white stripes on their backs.
The Black-throated Green Warbler moves through Texas from late March to early May on its way to Canadian and Northeastern U.S. breeding grounds. These birds have bright yellow faces. They are persistent singers, with a catchy song that sounds like “zoo-zee, zoo-zoo-zee”.
Another bird that has adapted to man-made structures is the Chimney Swift, which begins to arrive around late March into April. They prefer enclosed areas, like chimneys, to roost. As a matter of fact, as chimney designs have changed to using narrow flues and caps, populations of Chimney Swifts have declined.
These small, dark birds have long wings and a cylindrical body that has earned them the nickname “flying cigar”. They fly constantly, and when not flying they hang out on vertical surfaces, as they can’t perch like other birds. 

Google “North American Chimney Swift Nest Site Research Project”, which is in Texas, to find out more regarding man-made nesting boxes to deter the dwindling population of these birds.

Last but not least is the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, which begins to arrive in late March through mid May. Of the seventeen different hummingbird species that breed here in Texas, these guys are a favorite. I have also written about these birds. You can spot the males easily because of their metallic red throats.
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