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June Bugs
June bugs are about the dumbest bugs to ever grace our summer nights. I’d say “fly”, but I don’t think that term can apply to their bumbling aerial displays around porch lights. 
Their main purpose in this adult form is to mate, but I can’t see how they are successful when most of them seem more attracted to walls and human hair than to each other, as evidenced by the way they continually bump into the former and with regularity become entangled in the latter.

May is not prime June bug time, but they have begun to make their presence known around my house. I can hear them whapping against the windows to get to the light, and the other night one flew into my room from the open door and proceeded to bang itself against the back wall near the lamp.
Mid to late June is mating time. The female gives off a scent that attracts the males within twenty yards. After mating, the female lays her eggs in small clumps of soil about seven inches below the ground.
The eggs hatch in about a month as a white to yellowish-colored "C"-shaped grub up to one inch long. 

In Central Texas, their lifecycle can be a quick as one year. The grubs will burrow from sixteen to twenty inches into the ground in the fall, where they overwinter. In spring they emerge as adults. 

The farther north the bugs live, their lifecycles appear to increase. In north Texas, for instance, they remain in the larval stage for up to two years, descending into the soil for the winter, coming to the top to feed in spring, and then burrowing down for a second winter. By the second summer they emerge as adults.
June bugs are actually beetles that belong to the scarab beetle family. North America has 1,300 kinds of scarab beetles.

Texas has more than 100 species. Many scarab beetles are scavengers that eat dung, carrion, and decaying vegetable matter. Lucky us, we get the scarab beetles classified as agricultural pests because of their love for eating living plant roots and leaves. 

June bugs in their larval and adult forms are nocturnal, so they wreak havoc while we slumber.
The adults eat the foliage of trees and shrubs. If the adults emerge in large numbers, they can cause major damage; however, it’s their larval form that causes the most damage.
Grub infestation can cause your grass to turn yellow and die. The dead grass can be rolled up like a carpet, as all its roots will have been eaten by the voracious creatures. 

Grubs prefer Bermuda grass, St. Augustine, and tall fescue. They may also eat the roots of ornamentals and garden plants. In agriculture they are pests of pasture grass, corn, sorghum, and seedling crops.

To test for grubs saturate a part of your lawn with water. It will force the grubs to the surface.
You can control June bugs in several ways. The best way is to start with a healthy lawn. Make sure it is well-drained. In the spring, water deeply, then let it dry, to allow for root growth. In the summer, mow the grass higher, as June bugs prefer to lay eggs in short grass.
Milky Spore Disease, which is a naturally occurring bacterium, will kill them. It is organic and won’t harm earthworms. Sprinkle it into the soil and water it in. 

Nematodes are another natural way to kill June bug grubs. Nematodes also control other pests.

In certain circles it is thought that a person who kills a June bug causes rain. So, get busy.
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