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The Ubiquitous Crow

The American Crow is the most recognized bird in the U.S. Their glossy black bodies and loud “caws” fill the skies from the country into the city.
American crows are adaptable, and live pretty much anywhere, except the desert regions.
Crows can get big – almost two feet in length with a three foot wingspan, and can easily be confused with their cousin the raven. However, ravens are much bigger and heavier, being over two and a half feet long, with a wingspan of up to fifty-one inches. They also make a harsh croaking sound as opposed to a caw.
In the fall crows that live in Canada during the summer migrate into the U.S. for the winter. So, for most of the continental U.S., crows are permanent inhabitants.

Having a permanent crow population can be a problem, especially in areas where migrants flock, as their winter roosts can harbor up to two million crows. Some of the roosts have been in the same area for over 100 years.

American crows are gregarious, social creatures. They not only live with extended family members, but also work together to look for food and to gang up on predators, including hawks, owls, and herons.  This is actually known as “mobbing”, as the crows harass the offending animal until it goes away.

Crows can actually have two “families”, the extended, relational family in which they spend part of their time, and possibly another flock, or “murder” of crows, that may be eating at a dump site or partaking of tasty grain in a farmer’s field.
They eat basically anything, from grains, seeds, fruits, and berries to insects and small mammals. Crows eat the eggs of other birds, including sparrows, robins, and jays. They eat carrion if another animal has opened up the carcass, or it has softened enough for them to get their beaks into it. And, they eat garbage.
Crows bury food in leaves or grass, or hide it in a high spot, just like squirrels.
Depending on the region, crows will breed from January through May. Crows bond for life or until one mate dies. 
At nesting time, the pair builds a nest anywhere from eighteen to sixty feet above ground. The female lays three to nine pale bluish-green eggs. While she incubates the eggs, the male, as well as other family members, feed her.

American crows don’t breed until they’re two years old, and sometimes wait until they’re four or older. These young crows will live with their parents, foraging for food and helping during nesting time, for several years. There can be families of up to fifteen crows from different generations living together.
Crows are highly vocal. The harsh calls you may hear when a bunch of crows are together could be the time when they are “mobbing” a predator. Among family members crows make melodic cooing sounds. 

They can mimic sounds of other birds and animals, and can learn to speak words, like parrots can.

These are highly intelligent birds. They make and use tools, such as shaping wood into slender sticks to poke into fence posts to search for food.
They can count, are great problem solvers, and have excellent memories. They can learn to recognize individual humans.
You can hunt them if they are destroying your crops or landscape, attacking livestock, or causing a health hazard because of large numbers. However, you must have a license.
The West Nile virus has severely affected crows. They die within one week of infection. The crow population has dropped an estimated forty-five percent since 1999 from the virus, although the population is still huge, near 31,000,000.
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