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Eastern Red Bats

Ever notice bats flying in and out of the light from streetlamps? If you have, it’s probably Eastern Red Bats you are seeing. 
Red bats are solitary creatures, unlike what we usually think of when we think bats – large numbers of them blackening the sky as they fly out of a cave, or out from under a bridge, at sunset. They roost in trees, and will even crawl underneath leaf litter on the ground to sleep through the day. 

There are two times red bats come together as a group. The first time is when a mother is caring for her young, and the second time is when they migrate down south for the winter. The sexes may migrate in separate groups, sometimes flying with other bat species, or even other bird species.

They hibernate during winter in the southern part of their range, which includes Texas. If the days are warm, the males may emerge to feed, although females usually do not. Red bats have furry tails and use them as a blanket on cold days. During periods of freezing temperatures they raise their metabolic rate to maintain their body temperature, losing up to twenty-five percent of their body weight by spring.
The Eastern Red Bat lives alongside pastures and any open area that has large trees. Its preferred habitat is forest. It has silky, reddish-orange fur that meshes with the tree leaves, camouflaging it from predators, like opossums, hawks, and owls. They hang from branches or leaves anywhere from 2 to forty feet off the ground. 

The bats are medium-sized from 3 ½ to 4 ½ inches long with a wingspan of 13 inches. The male is usually redder than the female, and the female is larger than the male. They are fast fliers, and have been clocked at 40 mph. Red bats can also be territorial.
Feeding time begins at sunset. Red bats usually are the first bats out, and actively hunt for the first several hours of night. They are insectivores, consuming half their bodyweight in insects a night. Their favorite food is the moth, although they eat a variety of other insects, too.

Like other bats, they use echolocation to find prey. Moths can hear the bats using echolocation, and will try to escape by diving. If you happen to be a spectator, you will see the bat dive to catch the moth. A lot of times people mistake this action as an attack towards them, but in actuality, the bat isn’t even interested in you.
Eastern Red Bats mate in flight during August and September. The females will give birth to 2 to 4 babies, or pups, the following summer. Red bats are one of the few bat species to give birth to more than one baby a year. The babies are helpless when born, and hang onto their mother. However, she will leave them to feed. During that time they are vulnerable to blue jays, who prey on the pups. If they survive the blue jays, the pups will fly after four weeks, finally leaving their mother a few weeks later.
A disease called “white nose syndrome” is killing enormous numbers of cave hibernating bats in the northeast. It is known for the white fungus that covers the nose. It has not yet affected tree-dwelling bats, nor has it reached Texas. Scientists have yet to find the cause, or a cure, for this disease. Bats eat thousands of tons of insects nightly in the U.S. The ecological impact of losing large bat populations could be severe. For more information on bats, start with this website: www.batconservation.org/
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