Bb.El Camino Real Chapter of the Texas Master NaturalistTM program

2009 Training Agenda

Classroom: Tuesdays, 6:00 – 9:00 pm at Peace Lutheran Church, Rockdale, TX
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Field Trips: Tuesdays and Saturdays, carpool times and specific directions to be announced.

 Accessibility: Field trips include outdoor walking tours and a mountain climb.  

Please advise as soon as possible of auxiliary service or aid that you require.

This agenda is subject to change.

Visiting students and other chapter members are asked to contact this chapter prior to attending lectures, as classroom space is limited.

Visitors must contact the chapter advisor(s) prior to attendance of any field trip, as liability insurance and admittance fees must be pre-arranged.

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Location
	Speaker

	1
	Tuesday, Jan 13, 2009
	Introduction & Texas Naturalists prior to World War II, Volunteers as Teachers
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale
	Mr. Sonny Arnold

Assistant State Coordinator

Texas Master Naturalist Program

	2
	Tue, Jan 20
	Ecological Concepts, Ecological Regions of Texas, Ecosystem Management
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale 
	Dr. Jane M. Packard

Associate Professor

Ecology & Evolutionary Biology Faculty

Texas A&M University

	3
	Tue, Jan 27
	Texas Wildscapes
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale
	Mr. Mark Klym

Coordinator, Texas Wildscapes Program

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department



	4
	FIELD TRIP #1

Tue, Feb 3

(56 miles)
	Wildlife & Fauna of Texas
	Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection, College Station 
	Mrs. Heather Prestridge

Assistant Curator

Vertebrate Collection

Arrive 6:00 pm

Mr. Dale A. Kruse, Curator
S. M. Tracy Herbarium

Herbarium tour 7:30 pm

	5
	Tue, Feb 10


	Nature of Naming; Plants 
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale 
	Florence M. Oxley

Director of Conservation and Education

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at the University of Texas at Austin 

	6
	Tue, Feb 17
	Entomology
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale
	Dr. Robert Baldridge 

Professor of Biology

Baylor University

	7
	Tue, Feb 24
	Geology and Soils of Texas 
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale
	Dr. Sam Feagley

State Soil Environmental Specialist

Soil and Crop Sciences

Texas AgriLife Extension

	8
	Tue, Mar 3


	Ornithology
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale
	Dr. Craig Farquhar

Wildlife Diversity Branch

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department



	9
	Tue, Mar 10
	Mammalogy
	Peace Lutheran Church,

Rockdale
	Dr. John Young

Nongame Mammalogist

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

	
	Tue, Mar 17
	NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK
	

	10
	FIELD TRIP #2

Sat, Mar 28

(20 miles)
	Grasslands & Range Management, then walking tour of grasslands

2:00-5:00 p.m.
	Cameron School Farm
	Dr. Barron S. Rector

Associate Professor & Extension Range Specialist

Texas A&M University

	11 & 12
	FIELD TRIP #3

Sat, Apr 4

(80 miles)
	Wetland Ecology, Aquatic Ecology  

Tour of Wetlands 10:00 a.m.

Class/Lecture  1:00-4:00 p.m.

5 hours = 2 classes
	Lake Waco Wetlands
	Ms. Melissa L. Mullins 

Environmental Educator, Marsh Madness Program

Center for Reservoir and Aquatic Systems Research, Baylor University

Ms. Nora Schell

Lake Waco Wetlands Coordinator



	13
	Tue, Apr 7
	Herpetology
	Peace Lutheran Church

Rockdale
	Dr. Toby J. Hibbitts

Curator of Herpetology

Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection 

	14
	Tue, Apr 14


	Weather and Climate
	Peace Lutheran

Church,

Rockdale
	Dr. Steven Quiring

Assistant Professor

Dept of Geography

Texas A&M University



	15
	FIELD TRIP #4

Sat, Apr 25

(20  miles)
	Unique Plant Composition

9:00 a.m. - noon
	Sugarloaf Mountain

(Mountain is about a 10 minute climb.  No open-toed shoes.  Directions and parking suggestions will follow.  Carpooling encouraged.)
	Ms. Monique D. Reed

Herbarium Botanist

Texas A&M University

	
	Tue, Apr 28
	NO CLASS
	
	

	16
	Tue, May 5 
	Forestry;

Graduation Planning
	Peace Lutheran

Church,

Rockdale
	Rob Grotty

Staff Forester

Texas Forest Service

	(
	Tue, May 12


	Graduation

6-9 p.m.
	Peace Lutheran 

Church,

Rockdale
	Program and Dinner


Updated: April 6, 2009
Notes: Reading binders will be distributed on the first class day.  Otherwise, pre-read for the topics prior to attending the class.  Distances for field trips are determined from Rockdale.  Credit will be given for travel time.  The requirement is 40 hours of training curriculum.  The above curriculum is estimated to offer 50 hours, including estimated travel time, if the backup class is unused.  This curriculum does not permit advanced training for current Master Naturalists, should they attend the classes.  Advanced training will stand apart from the basic course.  Current Master Naturalists may claim volunteer credit hours if approved by their home chapter.  Don’t forget our chapter website at http://grovesite.com/tmn/ecrmn.
The Texas Master Naturalist program activities are coordinated by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and Texas Parks and Wildlife. Texas Master Naturalist programs serve all people regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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