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Distribution of Reported Caches from the Southern Plains
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Distribution of Edwards Formation and Chert Exposures
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SYMBOLS:

A Bedrock chert samples; numbers refer to specimens listed
in Appendix C, Part 2 and Table 6.4

@ Quoternary olluvium ond colluvium chert somples

% Chert bearing sections recorded by Smith (1970)

® Chert bearing sections recorded by Rose (1968)

® Approximate locations of chert samples described by Banks (1990);
numbers refer to types listed on Table 6.2

Figure 6.5 Map Comparing the Location of Bedrock Chert Sample Localities Identified in Appendix
C with Previously Described Chert Bearing Sections, the Edwards Group Outcrop, and

Areas Identified Sources of Edwards Chert.

Map shows
Edwards chert
distributions
suggested by
various
archaeologists




Edwards Chert from Fort Hood

Note great diversity of color in limited geographic area.

Most individual outcrops have relatively homogenous colors of chert




Edwards Formation Exposures at Fort Hood
contain zonation exposures of chert.

More than 23 different color groups are derived from four
chert “Provinces” on the base
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Guadalupe tool
caches common to
south Texas.

Specialized form of
wood working gouges




Scraper Tool Kit 41RN169

Tool kits are repetitive tool forms related to a specialized activity




Tool Chest from 34Tx32

Tool chest show great diversity of finished implements

suitable for use in a wide range of activities.




Goldapp Biface Cache

Biface trade blank cache items have generalized geometric forms, rough-shaped
suitable for many kinds of implements and thinned to reduce transportation costs.

GOLDAPP CACHE
LA GRANGE, TEXAS




Shores Biface & Scraper Cache




Baird Biface

Exceptionally large thin bifaces used in trade blank cache.

Figure 13. Sketch of Baird Cache biface, GP35571, front view

Figure 14. Sketch of Baird Cache biface GP35571, back view and cross-sectiol
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Mortuary Offerings

@ Lithic "cache"
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Alibates Caches

® Pure Alibates
©  Dominant Alibates
® Poor data on content
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3 v Edwards Plateau
= cache distributions

Note lack of caches in

| f,;j counties with outcrops
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Lithic
Zone Caching Model , Resource
surrounding lithic - Ll o) Fffective
resource areas. Foraging

Z.one

Caching behavior Rare in lithic
resource exposure area.

Extended
Tool Kit and Tool Chest caches : o GING
common, but few Biface Trade Fora gimg
Blank caches in effective Zone

foraging zone ' _ Landscape Loaded )
: with Support Caches

Biface caches load the
landscape in extended
foraging zone by local groups

Extraterritorial

Extra-territorial zone refers to Zone
exchange activities. PerlOdlC (OC(‘ll])iE(l b}" "Them")

Many of these caches may

have lithics from multiple B‘IO\’ement

different sources




Procure Lithic
Resource Materials
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Conclusions:

1)

2)

3)

2))

The term “cache” is just about as enlightening as the
term “feature.”

A whole lot of activities and behavoirs are reflected by
the term cache.

Understanding behaviors requires improvements in
observations on lithic types, cache composition, and
especially the context of caches.

Scarcity of marker caches or capstone with Alibates
caches suggest that behaviors in the panhandle are
very different from that displayed by the Edwards
Plateau caches.

5) The greater spatial breadth and density of Edwards (and

to a lesser extent, Alibates) caches perhaps reflects the
quality and value of these resources of the scores of
other lithic resources across the Southern Plains.



