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Texas Has a Wealth of 

Hummingbird Diversity

ÅEighteen species 

have been recorded 

in the state

ÅNo one county is 

limited to one species 

of hummingbird.

Annaôs Hummingbird



Buté

ÅSome species are 

much more likely in 

some regions of the 

state than in others

Berylline Hummingbird ï

Brewster County



So Where Would I Go



Use the Tools of the Trade

ÅGood field guides

ïWilliamson

ïHowell

ÅGood books about 

Texas Hummingbirds

ÅRegional field 

checklists 

ÅRegional rare bird 

alerts.



Ruby-throated Hummingbird

ÅEast Texas during the 

nesting season

ïHas been recorded as 

far west as Arizona

ÅCentral and Upper 

coast during migration

ïIn both cases I am 

looking for shelter



Ruby-throated Hummingbird

ÅMost likely April through September

ÅCan stay year round especially closer to the 

coast



Identification Tips ïRuby-throated

ÅBill is short and stout

ÅBack is yellow green

ÅTail is long, sticking 

out past the tip of the 

wings



Ruby-throated Hummingbird



Black-chinned Hummingbird

ÅEdwards plateau and 

west.

ïHas been recorded 

east in coastal states

ïLooking for thick 

brush and shelter



Black-chinned Hummingbird

ÅMost numerous 

March through 

October

ïCan stay all winter 



Identification Tips ïBlack-chinned

ÅBill long and slender, 

slightly down curved

ÅBack gray green

ÅTail does not protrude 

significantly beyond 

tip of wings.



Black-chinned Hummingbird



Buff-bellied Hummingbird

ÅSouth Texas and 
along the coast to 
about Victoria most of 
the year.

ÅHas been seen in 
summer as far north 
as Bastrop and 
Washington Counties

ïAnother brush 
country bird.



Buff-bellied Hummingbird

ÅYear round bird

ÅWinters further up the 

coast than breeding 

range.



Identification Tips ïBuff-bellied

Å Bill straight, red with 
black tip

Å Top half of bird deep 
green

Å Tail and wings 
cinnamon

Å Clicking call.



Buff-bellied Hummingbird



Rufous Hummingbird

ÅMountains of west 
Texas during 
migration

ÅWell sheltered coastal 
areas during winter 
months

ÅCan be seen in any 
county of Texas

ïAssociated with 
forests and trees

Photo by LeAnn Sharp



Rufous Hummingbird

ÅNot recorded in June 

in Texas

ïHave one photograph 

from Cibolo in late 

May

Photo by LeAnn Sharp



Identification Tip - Rufous

ÅLook for the red 

coloration ïwill 

always be red in tail 

and flanks.



Rufous Hummingbird



Broad-tailed Hummingbird

ÅWest Texas 

mountains during 

migration.

ïYear round, somewhat 

more likely March 

through November

ïSomewhat more open 

area but still seeking 

shelter



Identification Tips ïBroad-tailed

ÅRed will appear on 

the bird in spots we 

do not find red on 

Ruby-throats

ÅHUGE round tail

ÅWing trill


