Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter
Board meeting –January 27, 2011-Thorndale Chamber 

Call to order – time 6:35 pm



Attendance:  Katherine Bedrich, Paula Engelhardt, Phyllis Shuffield, Dorothy Mayer, Paul Unger, Don Travis, Cindy McDaniels, Gary McDaniels, Lucy Coward, Sue Taylor, Donna Lewis, Cindy Bolch.



Nature Stories:  Sue Taylor’s dad’s hired hands saw a large wild black cat (panther??) on his place in Oklahoma.  Lucy Coward has tons of goldfinches and doves with her chicken scratch vs. wild bird seed.  Katherine recently witnessed the majesty of a hawk diving for food.  Phyllis had a fire come dangerously close to her property – scary! 

Secretary  – Paula Engelhardt – Sympathy card sent to Don and Cindy Travis on the loss of his sister.    Motion made to accept last board meeting minutes made by Cindy Bolch, seconded by Sue Taylor; motion passed.

Treasurer report – Dorothy Mayer – Chapter $4962.18        Nature Festival $2683.02   

                                                               Bird Sanctuary $150.00

2010 books were audited and everything was in order.

Advisors- Tim Siegmund and Jon Gersbach – not present.


          


COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2010-2011

Membership – Cindy Bolch ---  volunteer hours – please report monthly to Cindy. 

She will include a copy of the TMN Volunteer Guidelines and a list of current chapter volunteer projects with her monthly hours reports.  Hopefully, this will clarify things and make hours reporting easier for all.

2010 Budget:  $1.22 to mail Annual Report.

Program – V.P. – Phyllis Shuffield – Thank you to the McDaniels for bringing/coordinating the delicious food tonight.

Feb 10 – Chapter meeting will be at the American Legion Hall in Cameron (not the VFW) at 6pm.  Clint Walker will do a program on Bees and the meeting will follow.   March 10 –Chapter meeting tentatively will be at the O’Donnell’s – NF is the main topic.  April 14 – Meeting will follow a 10:00 a.m. Hayride at Alligator Creek Ranch – all nature festival volunteers will be invited to attend.   If you would like to hold a future meeting at your home, please let Phyllis know.

2010 Budget:  $22 for thank you card items. 
Volunteer – Connie Roddy -- not present.  Highway clean-up tomorrow.  2010 Budget:  Adopt-a-Hwy signs --$60.00

Historian – Lucy Coward –  Lucy asked for $230 for 2011 scrapbook and clipping file.  This was approved – Dorothy to cut her a check.  Please give Lucy any clippings you acquire for the file and photos, etc. for the scrapbook.  2010 budget  $150.00
Host – Cindy McDaniels – Thank you to all who brought food tonight.  She usually gets a good response from people to bring food from the email she sends out just prior to events.  She usually spends $20 per meal and so far it has been covered by the “kitty.”
Advanced Training – Melanie Reed – not present.  Feb 6 – Nature Writing workshop at Debbi Harris’s from 2-5 p.m. – 3 hours AT.  Water shed Training with Dr. Packard this weekend is cancelled due to she’s out of town as her father is ill.  If you are working on any AT events, please let Melanie know so she does not work on the same thing – keep her posted on your progress. 

Communication – Don Travis --May do the newsletter 3 times a year rather than 4.  Katherine suggested having a newsletter committee to help with obtaining content.

Equipment:  Don and Cindy Bolch asked for money to purchase chapter equipment for use at our meetings, training and other events.  Don’s research has yielded these figures:  Laptop $800; Projector  $500; 6’x6’ screen $170-200; with speakers, it will run about $1500.  Motion made by Dorothy Mayer to give him the money to buy the equipment, seconded by Phyllis Shuffield; motion approved.  

2010 Budget:  Approximately $20 to purchase a laser pointer.   

Training – no chair at this time.
Nature Festival – Sue Taylor and Donna Lewis – Discussed NF flyer which was passed around for editing comments.  Update on speakers was given.  Feb 17 –Planning meeting at Wilson-Ledbetter park – 5:00 pm walk-around and 6:00 pm meeting in Amer Legion Bldg.  

The Nature of Milam Co. project –Katherine Bedrich –several turned in, fish & insects.  Katherine will attend the bird committee meeting and discuss the template for bird pages.

Katherine spent $150 as president on caps, shirts, etc. as gifts for “friends” of our chapter.

Activities:

1. Committee budgets – Each committee chair will get $25 again this year w/o approval needed.  Further expenditures need prior approval.  

2. Bill Crist – Nature Festival info – convention – Katherine gave him a backpack filled with goodies to take to the convention to promote the NF and our area.

Announcements


Next meeting – April, after NF Date/Place/Time TBD.

The Alamo MN chapter has put out a call to all chapters to support the upcoming Austin Wildlife Management conference by giving them a monetary donation.  This is NOT coming from TMN organization as a whole.  Don made a motion NOT to send money, seconded by Paul Unger; motion passed.

Sandy Braswell will be presenting some gardening classes soon.  It will be decided if these will count as AT after Katherine and Cindy Bolch’s upcoming meeting with Sonny Arnold next week.

Dorothy Mayer asked for 4 GPS devices for chapter events and educational activities we will do.  She and Donna Lewis will look into this further and report back.  Donna may be able to get some donated.   

Paul announced a planning meeting for the 2012 Nature Festival on Feb 13 at 3 pm.  Location TBD.

The Extension Office is now charging for copies we make due to budget issues.  Fees will be 2 cents for one-sided and 4 cents for 2-sided copies.  Please let them know how many copies you’ve made when you are there.     

Motion to adjourn: at 8:30 pm by Sue Taylor, seconded by Cindy Bolch; approved.  

Respectfully submitted by Paula Engelhardt, secretary.

