Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter

Annual Meeting – November 18, 2010 – Wayne Fisher Ranch

Called to order: 10:15am  Guest – Linda McBride – members: Katherine Bedrich, Cindy & Don Travis, Cindy Bolch, Donna Lewis, Sue Taylor, Dorothy Mayer, Cindy McDaniels, Phyllis Shuffield, Ann Collins, Sandra & Jim O’Donnell

Secretary – Paula Engelhardt (absent) Motion by Sue Taylor to approve October minutes, seconded by Cindy Bolch.  Minutes approved.

Treasurer – Dorothy Mayer Chapter $7648.71     (Nature Festival $ 2208.02  Bird Sanctuary $150.00)

Report accepted.

Advisor Tim Siegmund – a baby boy – August – motion to send $50.00 by Phyllis, seconded by Cindy B.  Motion approved.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2010

Membership – Cindy Bolch reported we have 57 members.  16 members have obtained 250 vol. hrs, 7 – 500 vol. hrs; 5-1000 vol. hrs; 1-2500 vol.hrs.  This year the Chapter has accumulated 838 AT hours and 6360 vol. hrs.  Since the Chapter has formed in 2008 we have accumulated 2390 AT hours and 15,914 vol. hrs.  Reminder of Chapter dues for 2011 will begin collecting next month.  And we need to fill out and turn in our background check forms.

Re-certification pins were presented to Donna Lewis and Sue Taylor.  250 hr. Dragonfly pins were presented to Donna Lewis and Sue Taylor.  Don Travis received his 1000 Hr. Dragonfly pin.

Program – Phyllis Shuffield reported on programs and places for the Chapter meetings.  Had a good variety.  Will continue to schedule meetings throughout the county.

Volunteer – Connie Roddy sent report on Wildlife/Plant I.D. – Highway Cleanup.  Had several members who came each time.  Became easier as we learn how to sweep the area.  May have a clean-up after area is mowed.  Planning on a January date.

Historian – Lucy Coward sent report on having a scrapbook and a notebook with newspaper articles.

Host – Cindy McDaniels said the Chapter is doing well on providing food at meetings.  

Advanced Training- Lisa Davenport sent report on having training on  Invasive Species, Plant identification and Journal Writing.

Communication- Don Travis said Shawn Walton is continuing the newspaper articles; Paul Unger post the weekly events through email, check the website calendar and other areas for information.  Congratulations to Don and Anne Barr for winning the newsletter category at the State meeting.

Training Class 2010 – Lisa D. sent report – we just completed our third class which started on April 1 and ended on November 4.  Graduation was November 11.  All thirteen graduated, four were certified.

Nature Festival 2011 – Sue Taylor and Donna Lewis reported on progress of the Festival.  It is scheduled for April 9, 2011 at Wilson-Ledbetter Park in Cameron.

Nature Festival 2010 – Ann Collins stated the success of the Festival.  Good turn out and a lot of hard work.

The Nature of Milam County Project – Katherine Bedrich reported each group is working on the set-up page.  Next year more effort will be put into getting pages posted on the website.

INTEREST GROUPS

Bats – Cindy Bolch- sponsored trip to Old Tunnel bat cave; saw Mexican Free-tailed and Cave Myotis.  May visit more caves next year. Began  Bats and Bridges survey.  Will begin planning to build bat houses in Jan.  Want to build and install for members and follow-up with county having a bat house in every yard.  Hope to have bat houses at the Nature Festival.

Big Trees – Paul Unger / no report



Horned Lizard – Lucy Coward sent report on finding HL in Rockdale.

Bryophytes – Phyllis Shuffield – had a good start this year.  Dale Kruse trained members for collecting and identifying.  He has our collection at the Herbarium at Texas A & M.  Dale also is interested in having a presentation at the State Meeting 2011 with Chapter members.

Photography – Don Travis – photo classes were very helpful to members.  Will continue with class next year.

Birding – Ann Collins stated the Christmas Bird Count and Backyard Bird Count are activities members are participating in.  Melanie Reed and Ann are working on a bird list of Milam County

Rockdale School – Janice Pelzel / no report

Native Grasses / Wildflowers – Cindy McDaniels said seed has been planted at the Park.  Gary is mowing and cleaning the area.

Invasive Species – Lisa Davenport sent report on Rusty sending in 50 sightings of invasive plants. 

Amphibians, Mussels, Texas Seeds of Success, Mammals – Katherine Bedrich said the Lake at Ledbetter Park is being monitored.  Mussels were reported on San Gabriel River.  TSS is continuing with Flo Oxley helping identify species to be collected.  No activity with mammals this past year.

New areas of interest:

Insects – Dorothy Mayer will head up this group.  Her interest is on the Harvester Ants.

Mushrooms – Ann Collins will head this group.

Next meeting – Christmas Social – December 9th at Sandra/Edward Dworaczyk’s.  white Elephant gifts will be exchanged.  Social starts at 6:00pm

January meeting – Thursday the 20th , 2011 – Don/Cindy Travis –program on the new website-6:00pm

Motion to adjourn- Don Travis, seconded by Ann Collins.  Meeting adjourned at 12:15pm

Minutes submitted by: Phyllis Shuffield

