Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter
Board meeting – October 6, 2011 – Thorndale Chamber of Commerce
Call to order:  6:30 p.m. by president Katherine Bedrich.
Attendance: Katherine Bedrich, Phyllis Shuffield, Dorothy Mayer, Paula Engelhardt, Cindy Bolch, Lucy Coward, Gary McDaniels, Cindy McDaniels.



Secretary  – Paula Engelhardt – Motion to approve July board meeting minutes made by Lucy Coward, seconded by Cindy Bolch; motion carried.
Treasurer report – Dorothy Mayer – Total $: 5,428.76
  Nature Festival $:1,668.24    
Bird Sanctuary $: 150        Chapter $: 3,610.52  
Advisors- Tim Siegmund and Jon Gersbach
-- not present.

          


Nature experiences to share:  Shared stories about drying tanks and many and varied birds present.
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2010-2011

Membership – Cindy Bolch – no report.
Program – V.P. – Phyllis Shuffield – Next Chapter meeting Oct 13 at American Legion building in Cameron at 6 p.m.
Volunteer – Connie Roddy – not present. 
Historian – Lucy Coward – She is doing a section called “Projects of Milam County.”  An announcement will go out to the membership about this.
Host – Cindy McDaniels – no report.
Advanced Training – Melanie Reed – not present.
Communication – Don Travis – not present.
Training – Dorothy Mayer – Meeting  for training class at 2:00 p.m. at Fair Park on Monday, Oct 10. 
Remove these two “Projects” from Board – Discussion included these thoughts:  Nature Festival and Nature of Milam County are projects that don’t need to be “ad hoc committees” anymore.  They will still be ongoing projects, with a chairperson but will not be a part of the board.  The chairpersons may report progress to the board as needed.
Dorothy Mayer made a motion that the Nature Festival and Nature of Milam County will be defined as chapter projects rather than ad hoc committees, as per discussion above.  Lucy seconded; motion passed unanimously.
Nature Festival – Connie Roddy and Lucy Coward – meeting with Rockdale City Council on Monday, Oct 10 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.
The Nature of Milam Co. project –Katherine Bedrich – ongoing. 

Activities:

1. Thorndale Chamber – Cindy McDaniels will ask the chamber if we can use the chamber facility for meetings (making a donation if needed) without becoming chamber members.  
2. We bought 4 GPS units (and carrying cases):  Cindy Bolch has one, Gary and Cindy McDaniels have one, Donna Lewis has one and Dorothy Mayer has one – for committee /chapter use, so if you need to use one, see one of these persons. We also purchased 10 folding loupes, 5 large magnifiers, 4 children’s binoculars, and 3 compasses for a total of $321.  A soil sampler, parabolic listening device and spotting scope were in the approved budget and have yet to be purchased.  Angler Education – some of our members are certified in this.  Katherine proposed that we buy some teaching kits to have on hand for this.  Lucy Coward made a motion that we buy the equipment (at approx. $120), seconded by Cindy Bolch; motion passed unanimously.
3. Donation to silent auction – State meeting.  Dale Kruse is going to donate something in our name.  We will obtain a gift basket from Walker Honey to donate from our chapter.
4. Scholarship for State meeting - $50.00 (no expense to Chapter) – discussion held re: how to use the scholarship money.  Cindy Bolch made a motion to give the money to a deserving chapter member to assist with conference expenses.  Seconded by Paula Engelhardt; motion passed unanimously.  Katherine Bedrich made a motion that our chapter’s scholarship go to Lucy Coward, seconded by Cindy Bolch; motion passed unanimously.  
5. Donation for Sonny Arnold’s Retirement – State Meeting.  PaulaEngelhardt brought up that she’d like for us to donate to Sonny’s gift.  Phyllis made motion to send $25 to Michelle Haggerty for his gift, seconded by Paula Engelhardt; motion passed unanimously.
6. Nominating committee slate for October Chapter meeting was presented to the board.
7. Recognition for members who go above and beyond the call of duty.  Dorothy brought up idea of giving plaques or other type of recognition to members.  Discussion followed.  Will present to chapter/membership for further discussion at the next chapter meeting.
Announcements


Next meeting –Date/Place/Time:  TBD by next president.

Thank you to Cindy and Gary McDaniels for the delicious meal tonight!!  

Motion to adjourn:  Motion made by Katherine Bedrich, seconded by Lucy Coward at 8:10 p.m.; motion carried.
Respectfully submitted by Paula Engelhardt, secretary.

