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. S0ME COMMON FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS QF.PLANTS‘

GRASS TAMILY (Greminese) ibrous roots, Joiunted stems. Tnternodes. may -
%% solid or nollow. Leaves borne on ‘the stem 1n two ranks, one ab
each node. 'Leaf consists of sheath and plade,.. Sheath clasps stem;
blade has parallel veins. ‘Flowe~s are incomplete - (have ho -sepals
. or petals), bub consist of a pisuil and usually three plumose stamenss
Examples: - native grasses, small grains, corn, rice, sorghums, -
. bermudagrass, bamboos, etc. ' :

SEDCE FAMILY.(Cyperacéaé). Grasé-like'herbs with fibrous roots. Stems
_solid, friangular in shape, unjointed. Lgaves.in three ranks.

. Examples: sedges, whitetop, rushes, bulrushes

© 1Y and IRTS FAMILIES (Liliaceae and Iridaceae) Herbs frow bulbs, -
Thimmes, corns, basily recognized by Ehe perianth which is in ‘two
circles of three parts each, a1l alike or neerly SO (three sepals,
three petals.) Six stamens. There are three distinct styles, or ..
one style which branches into three. ' S

Exaﬁ@les: wild qnions,'blue-eyéd grass,ﬂiris,'plea@}eaf _
. . - . ,

BUTTERCUP FAMILY (Ranunculaceagi " Herbaceous plants;% May have both .
sepals and petals (five cach), or may lack petals,‘bux have petal~
“like sepgls. Stamens are.numerous and pistils.several tq nuUMEerousS .

Examplgsﬁ‘ bhttenéups, larkspur, pficklypdppyf

- MUSTARD- FAMILY (Gruciferae! Usually herbs with small yellow or white
regular {lowers which bloom in 1ate winter or very early spring.
Sepals L. Petals L, disposed in a CroSS.. ayamens &, four
_generally longer than other two. - '

Examples: ;shépérd's-purse, ﬁustard, bladderpod,_pepperweed
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ROSE FAMILY (Rosaceas) Flowers regular (radial synmetry) and perfect.

LEGUME

Tow To numerous stamens and pistils gsurrounded by 5 petals and
§-gepals, Leaves are alternate, cleft, or divided, pinnately or
palmately., Stipules generally present at base of leaf.

Framples: hawthorn#, blackberries and dewberries, roges; plum,
peach -

FAMILY (Leguminasae) Herbs, shoube, or trees, Leaves are geunerally

SPURGE

aiternate, compound, and have s»ipules. Flowers: Sepals 5; petals
5; stamens usually 10, but can be 5 Or Wanye Fruit is aolegume;
usually splitting along both sices; wut sometimes in dehiscent.
Three subfamilies:
Mimosa - Flowers regular (radia].symmetry.)

Examples: mimosa, acacias, mescuite
Gaesalpinis - Flowers not radially symmetric, but not pea shaped.

Examples: redbud, partridgepes, Yoreylecust

Papilionaceae - Flowers papilionaceous {shaped 1ike pea flower ),
with a staodard, 2 wings, and 2 petizls making up & keel.

Examples: CloOvVers, bluebonnets, snoutbeans, 1esp?dezas,
wildbeans, vetch, pickelevers, wildindigo, etc.

FAMTLY (Euphorbiaceas) Milky juice., TFlowers imperfect. OStamens

and pistils in separate flowers on #ame O different plents.
Tndividual flowers usually emall, but occurs in punches. The
bunches are sometlimes surrounded by modified (colored) leaves.
Fruit is generally I-seeded.

Examples: Susw-on~the=Prairie, poinsettia, mat euphorbia,
queensdelight, pullnettle

MILKWEED FAMILY (Asclepiadacese ) Milky juice. Flowers perfect. )

Stamens 5, the t1pS of which are joined (have a hooded appearance.
Sepals 5. Petals 5, generally reflexed (bent down). Flower also
has an inner row of "false petals," called a corona., lLeaves
are paired-oposite. Sceds are tipped with long, silky hairs.

Fxamples: butterfly nilkweed, green milkweed, broadleaf milkweed.,
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MALLOW FAMILY (Malvaceae) Flowers radially symmetric with 5§ sepals,
T petals, and numerous stamens unibed to form a column around
the style. Leaves alternate, usnally lobed, cleft, or palmately

divided.

Exampless winecups, nibiscus, sidas, indianmallow, cotion,
: . volyekloal 7 . ' ' :

. EVENING PRIMROSE FAMILY (Onagraceae) Herbaceous plants, Flowers perfect
T and radially symmetric, oepals Iy, generally reflexed when flower
epens, may adhere te .each other., Petals . Stamens Lor 8. Stigme
nsvally L~loped. | ' : ‘ '

Examples:. gaura, evening primroses

MORNINGGLORY FAMILY (Gonvolvulaceae) Tyailing or Lwining plants.
Sepals 5, almost, geparate, retals 5, joined to form a funnel which
generally flares into a disk. The petals are gpiraled or rolled

up in the bud, and may twist when they begin to-wither.

Exawples: worningglory, sweet potato, bindueeds, dodder”

VERBENA FAMILY (Verbenaceae) Square stem, leaves opposites Flowers

TITaterally Symmetric. Sepals anited, 5 toothed. Petals 5,

united and two-lipped. Stamens L, all included in corolla tube,
two longer than other two. OStyle divided with two stigmas. Fruit -~
2 to L nutlets. leaf blades usually cleft, divided, pinnate, -
palmate, ete (nob gimple.) , - -

' .Exampléé: verbenas (sweet.william), fogfruit, lantana, American
‘beautyberry ' ' -

MINT FAMILY (Iabiatae) Square stem, Leaves opposite and simple, have
T avomabic smell when crushed, Flowers bilabiate. Sepals 5, united.
Petals 5, united to form uppexr 1ip and lower 1ip. Stamens b,
included in corolla tube, two shorter than other two. Fruit is
I, nutlets included in the persistent sepalss :

Exanples: horsemint er beebalm, 58geS, sculleaps, hembit or dead-
nettle, lionsheart :
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‘SNAPDRAGON (FIGWORT) FAMILY (Scrophulariceae)  Petals 5, joined to
form an irregular, two~lipped corolla, The opeuning between
upper and lower 1ip may be partially to completely closed by
an elevated part of the lower lip., ©Otamens, generally by of
two lengths., Style single. Stigma entire or two lobed.

Examples: Indian paintbrush, toadflax, pensteans,'gerardia,u
monkeyflowers _

- NIGHTSHADE FAMILY (Solanaceae) Flowers 5 merous on practless pedicels.
T A11 petnls Tited.  Leaves are ‘toothed, pinnately lobed, or’
divided, Plant usually prickly. . ' :

Examples: silverleaf nightshade, ground cherry, Jimsonweed,
buf falobur, horsencttle, tomato, potato, garden peppers, .

petunia- - - .

COMPOSTTE (SUNFLOWER) FAMILY (Compositae) The largest family ef plants
~in temperate climates - includes more specles.

Characterized by several to many small flewers borne in a compach
infleresence — packed together on a flat or dome shaped receptacle.
The flowers are usually of two types <Mpay? flewers around the.
outside (yellow or white), and raisk" flowers in the center., Ray
flowers have 5 pebals which are united for a distance then expand
to one side as a "ray." Disk flowers have 5 petals joined iunto a’
radially symmetric tube which ends with 5 teeth. A two-branched
sbigma usually extends beyond the sorolla tubes T ’

Some species, however, lack ray flowers (ironweed); and some :
lack disk flowers - made up entirely of ray-type flowers (dandelion.)
_ Sepals are modified imto scales or pappusS. . '

Examples: sunflowers, jromweed, goldenrods, indianblanket,
sneezeweeds, coneflowers, asters, compassplant,'thistles, ,
gayfeathers ' : : :



