Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter
January 12, 2014
Floridus Milamexa 
Notes from first meeting of Floridus Milamexa project:  Notes are in blue
Members present:  Katherine Bedrich, Cindy Bolch, Linda Jo Conn, Debbi Harris, John Pruett, Cindy Travis, Don Travis.  Chapter partner: Clint Walker.  Guest: Brenda Pruett, Charles Bedrich

TRAINING:
 Florence M. Oxley; Adjunct Professor, Biology, Austin Community College
 Dale A. Kruse; curator, S. M. Tracy Herbarium, College Station
Clint Walker III; Walker Farm, Walkers Honey
MATERIALS:


Freezer  - Sandra D.;  possibly Phyllis (may have 2 freezers)

    
 Need  information from Flo on freezer temperature 

Styrofoam Coolers  - Phyllis

Vacuum packer, supplies (packaging for seed storage)


   
 Ask members if anyone has one for use 


 Possible Chapter purchase 

Paper bags – need very small & small bags – Clint will check on sizes and bags

Plant presses’ - size is 12” x 18”

Cardboard –  check on supplying cardboard, Phyllis; Clint

Herbarium paper – Linda Jo purchased a ream, 100 papers 

Glue  - can use school type Elmer’s glue

Weights / Washers  - Katherine will get these 

Desiccant (water absorbent) / what is the purpose of this?

Postage


GPS


Camera


Printer / Scanner – will use personal scanners to test how well they produce; 



       Possible Chapter purchasing a scanner and printer

May also take soil samples of area of collections; will need storage containers; 
COLLECTING:


Plants  - Use Millennium Seed Bank list; develop target list 
Location


Bucket of water


Paper bags


Pencils


Photos – plant, flower, seeds; landscape


Data sheets


Storing / Cleaning 


Data entry for each collection


How to collect / what to do with seed /information sheets


Plant press – paper –cardboard –number -label 


STORAGE:


Place for freezer – possible Flo’s


Cabinets – storage for vouchers (plant specimens); 


     Two on loan from Herbarium  (7’ x 29” x 19”)

Place for cabinets – check Cameron Museum,  Perry’s Office – Rockdale,  and a possible 



         third place if a 3rd cabinet is loaned

Other discussion:
Herbarium vouchers:  make 5 or more; three for storage, one for teaching, one or more for trading
Voucher:  Dale will bring information for labels
Flo Oxley will give trainings on seed collecting in March.  Will check dates with her.

Discussion on collecting teams, having team contact to send messages to chapter members.  

What to collect? – Native, introduced, naturalized, invasive...

Data sheets – use MSB form to produce Milam County Seed Collection data .
Develop target list.. 
(May or may not be able to collect depending on weather conditions and what blooms)
Collecting soil samples; how, container, storage.
How to store seeds after collected and before cleaned. 

Taking photos of the plants and habitat.

Scanning the plant for a digital specimen photo

Dale will check for number of species located and collected in Milam County

Websites:

NRSC/USDA;   http://plants.usda.gov 

UT Austin Plant Resources Center (Flora of Texas data base); http://orchid.biosci.utexas.edu/FMPro
LBJ Wildflower Center;  http://www.wildflower.org/

Next meeting:  February 18th, 2:00pm, Milano 

Work on developing a data collection form using MSB form as example.

Bring pressed plants, fresh plants and plant press; practice preparing specimens for herbarium vouchers.
Using MSB plant list, develop target list for collection.
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