Texas Master Naturalist — EI Camino Real Chapter

Monthly Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 9, 2025
All Saints Episcopal Meeting Hall
5:30 p.m.

Welcome

A.
B.
C.

Potluck — Mexican food
Visitor: Bill Torrey
Speaker — Craig Hensley, TPWD Nature Tracker Biologist will speak on the bat
monitoring project in Texas
a. We will decide whether to participate.
b. There is interest among chapter members

President’s notes

A.

Vote for Chapter Treasurer

1. Debra Sorenson is the only nominee. This is to make it official.

2. A motion was made by Sue Ann Kendall and seconded by Liz Lewis to elect
Debra Sorenson as the Treasurer, replacing Mike Conner on the Citizens
National Bank checking account. In addition, Carolyn Henderson will be
added as a signee on the checking account.

3. Note that the President should always be a signee on the account in addition
to the Treasurer going forward, as it was in the past.

Our 2025 training class begins next Thursday. Making new trainees feel included

goes a long way to keeping them. Alan Rudd will give you the protocol for this

class, so please follow it.

Our Little Native Plant Free Library is proceeding nicely. On Saturday there will

be a seed harvesting event at the ECRTMN Wildscape. .

The Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting in October of this year will be in

College Station. We hope to have many attendees, since you don’t even need to

stay overnight if you don’t want to. But it’s fun to stay.

Reminder to pay your dues if you haven’t yet - $30. Volunteer hours needed for

recertification is still 40. Advanced training hours for recertification is still 8.

a. If you read the weekly newsletter from Janice, you will see plenty of
opportunities to meet both these hours.

Officers and Directors

A.

Liz Lewis, VP — she doesn’t have next month’s speaker lined up but has prospects
in discussion.



. Mike Conner, Treasurer — not present. He will meet with Debra Sorenson next

week to complete the transition.

Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary —
a. Motion to approve minutes from December was made by Ann Collins and
seconded by Sandra Dworaczyk. The motion passed.
b. Please send in blog material! We fell down last month, including Sue Ann,
who has blogs to retype for Ann Collins.

. Michelle Lopez, Communications — Many thanks to Michelle for dealing with the

logistics of Webex and the sound system for tonight’s speaker, who was unable to
be present in person because of the weather. There’s a lot of learning involved
with this position!

Patricia Coombs, membership — not present
a. Congratulations to Scott Berger for his 2024 recertification.

Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT — Pamela noted that last year’s TMN Tuesday
presentation on the bat project is available if you want to learn more, although it
will not count toward 2025 AT hours. The events for 2025 do count, whether
watched live or on recording.

Alan Rudd, Student Trainer — The class starts next week.

a. We still do not have sufficient books for the class, so thank you to all who
plan to loan their books until each student’s book comes in.

b. Members of the Chapter will attend the first orientation meeting to talk
about how the Master Naturalist program works, get the students on the
VMS system, and introduce them to iNaturalist.

c. Alan would like to have a card or letter to thank the church for hosting the
class.

d. Field trips will be planned after the first meeting, once the students’
abilities and interests are determined.

H. Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison

a. The funeral for Lucille Estelle, who named our chapter, is tomorrow in
Rockdale.

b. WOW award from November was to Linda Jo for taking a photo of a moth
that turned out to be the first one of its kind found in Milam County.

Linda Burgess, publicity
a. The seed library is open at the Cameron Library.
b. There is a daytime cataloging meeting at the library on January 28.
c. On February 3, there will be a cataloging meeting at the Episcopal Church
in Cameron, 6-7:30pm



J.  Ellen Luckey, hospitality — theme for next month is soups and stews.

K. Janice Johnson, notifications — keep sending her your events! The weekly letter is
getting longer and longer with all the great things to do.

IV.  New/other business

a. Don’t forget to do your yearly update of your permission to get your background
check on the TMN VMS site. The link is at the very bottom of the page that opens
when you log in. Just change the dates to this year and save.

b. Carolyn reminds everyone to please put away or your things with you before you
leave.

c. Sue Ann reported seeing a boring-looking fern on a hike at South Llano River
State Park that turned out to be a unique plant that only grows in limestone cracks
in karst areas and has all the genetic material from both plants of which it is a
hybrid. It is Hybrid Cloakfern Astrolepis integerrima

d. Addendum from Catherine Johnson: the first Wildscape workday for the year is
on January 18. Future workdays will be each third Saturday of the month from
11am -1:00pm.

V. Adjourn — movement to adjourn by Pamela Neeley, seconded by Michelle Lopez.
.75 hours VT Admin at a Chapter Meeting for chapter meeting
1.5 hours AT at a Chapter Meeting for presentation.
1 hour Hospitality if you brought food

Submitted by Sue Ann Kendall, Chapter Secretary



