
El Camino Real Chapter Texas Master Naturalist Chapter Meeting 

Minutes 

April 10, 2025 - 5:50 p.m. 

All Saints Episcopal Church  
I. Welcome 

A. Potluck - Alan Rudd and Neil Wettstein fried fish and hush puppies. Many other 

delicious items were brought to share.  

B. Speaker – Dr. Thomas Ronge, Staff Scientist/Expedition Project Manager at 

Texas A & M University. Ronge spoke about paleo-oceanography and drilling 

into the seabed for information on past life, climate trends, etc. 

II. President’s Report – Carolyn Henderson 

A. It is Volunteer Month. Thank you for volunteering. Carolyn brought beautiful 

cookies with dragonflies surrounded by gold leaf as thanks. 

1. Awards (ribbons) were given out for the top three volunteer hours this year 

(so far), who have contributed $14,392 worth of work: 

a. Linda Jo Conn 

b. Michelle Lopez 

c. Sue Ann Kendall 

2. Awards (ribbons) were given out for the top three volunteer hours for active 

volunteers in history of chapter (so far), who have contributed $544,979.25 

worth of work at $23/hour: 

a. Donna Lewis 

b. Linda Jo Conn 

c. Don Travis 

B. Volunteers are needed for the Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting from 

October 16-19, in College Station.  

1. Sign up forms will be available next month – we will need commitments from 

our members then.  

C. We are working on field trips 

1. Do you prefer as local as we can get (not an inch of state or federal parks in 

Milam County) or perhaps some of the nature reserves in the Galveston area? 

2. Donna Lewis is arranging a field trip to see Mike McCormick’s Purple Martin 

houses. It will be May 3 from 10am-12pm, meeting at 9 to carpool from the 

Cameron square. 

3. Carolyn would like to organize a trip to the Waco Wetlands. Many people 

report enjoying going there in the past. 

D. Carolyn asked Catherine Johnson to speak. Catherine concluded that there will be 

no Wildscape workday this month, due to Easter and the Tonkawa ceremony 

people will be participating in. She then spoke at length about applying for awards 

from H-E-B for educational or habitat projects in support of Pollinators for Texas. 



Please visit the information pages on the TMN site for details and application 

forms. Our Chapter can send in more than one application, but each chapter can 

only receive funding for one project. Applications must be detailed and contain a 

budget for items to be purchased with the grants. 

E. Carolyn next asked Ann Collins to speak.  

a. Ann announced there will be a meeting of the Wild Wings Bird Sanctuary 

committee on Saturday, April 12 at 10 am.  

b. In addition, Gene Rek has replaced the irrigation system at the sanctuary.  

c. Ann will be giving a talk on birds in Lexington next month. She will bring 

along seeds from the Free Seed Library. 

F. Assigning officer nomination committee by May meeting. We would like a new 

President and Vice President elected (not taking over until January) by the Annual 

Meeting in October, so that the President-elect can attend the Presidents’ meeting 

there.  

a. Debra Sorenson is the chair of the Nominating Committee. 

b. Please let Debra know if you are willing to help the chapter by serving in 

one of these positions. 

G. Next month’s meeting is a celebration of our new members, catered by Hecho en 

Tejas barbecue. It is free for students and one guest, and $17 per person for other 

attendees.  

a. A few desserts are needed. 

b. Carolyn suggested that a few side dishes would be needed, such as potato 

salad. 

c. If you have not signed the sign-up sheet for the event, please let Carolyn 

know you intend to come, so we will have a head count. 

 

III. Officers’ and Directors’ Reports 

A. Liz Lewis, Vice President 

a. Next month no speaker due to the party. 

b. Linda Jo Conn suggested “the Bird Guy” or first aid for out in the field as 

future topics. 

c. Liz hopes to get Tim Siegmund and Paul Crump later. 

 

B. Debra Sorenson, Treasurer 

a. Please bring cash or a check to the party if you haven’t already paid. 

b. We have $7,916.55 in the bank. 

c. Last month we paid shipping for some free brochures. 

 

C. Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary 

a. We had 1300 blog views in March, and there have been 9 posts since the 

last Chapter Meeting. Please contribute! 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/blog/h-e-b-teams-up-with-texas-master-naturalist-program-to-fund-second-year-of-pollinators-for-texas/


b. Minutes for the last meeting were taken by Phyllis Shuffield but not 

distributed to the membership. Carolyn has sent them out for review and 

approval next month. 

c. Minutes from the February meeting were approved, with Michelle Lopez 

making the motion for approval. 

d. Sue Ann also reported that there is a new version of iNaturalist for the 

iPhone and referred to our blog article for an introduction. 

 

D. Michelle Lopez, Communications 

a. Michelle showed attendees where to find the approval form for new 

projects on our website.  

 
b. Michelle noted that members who were invited will be attending a 

ceremony on Red Mountain on April 26. 

 

E. Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours 

a. 2024 recertification went to Scott Berger 

b. March 2025 Recertification: Sue Ann Kendall and Debra Sorenson 

c. April 2025 Milestones: Patricia Coombs (250), Debra Sorenson (500) 

d. April 2025 Recertifications: Connie Anderle, Patricia Coombs, Sandra 

Dworaczyk, Debbie Harris, Carolyn Henderson, Donna Lewis, Ellen 

Luckey, Alan Rudd, Jackie Thornton, Neil Wettstein 

e. Note that you can submit hours for the time you spend entering hours into 

the VMS system. 

 

F. Alan Rudd, student trainer – left after the presentation and cooking 

 

G. Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT Authorization – there are many ideas percolating. 

 

H. Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist Specialist 

a. The City Nature Challenge on iNaturalist is April 25-28. Please sign up 

for the project if you haven’t already. Once you do that, all observations 

you make within our designated metro area will count automatically.  

b. You can upload observations up to a week after the event. 

 

https://ecrmasternaturalists.blog/2025/04/09/check-out-the-new-inaturalist/
http://txmn.org/elcamino/library/volunteer-hours-advanced-training-meeting-reporting-forms-and-templates/
http://txmn.org/elcamino/library/volunteer-hours-advanced-training-meeting-reporting-forms-and-templates/


I. Linda Burgess, Publicity/Free Seed Library Coordinator 

a. There will be a seed packaging gathering on April 22 from 1-3pm at the 

Cameron Public Library. Note that this is also Earth Day! 

 

J. Ellen Luckey, Hospitality (Connie Anderle, designated substitute) 

a. Be aware that the barbecue meal next month will not have vegetarian 

options. 

 

K. Janice Johnson, Weekly Notifications – send in those notices! 

 
IV. New business 

a. There will be a Stream Team Training. Contact Linda Jo Conn for information on 

signing up. 

b. Alan Rudd and members of the training class went to Caddo Mounts and 

wandered National Forest Roads until downed trees prevented further 

adventuring. 

 

V. Adjourn 8:30 pm 

1.5 AT hours for speaker 

1 hour VT Chapter Meeting 

1 hour Hospitality if you contributed to the meal 

 

 


