Texas Master Naturalist - El Camino Real chapter
Monthly Meeting Mintes
February 13, 2025 5:30 p.m.
All Saints Episcopal Church

Welcome

A. Introductions of new student trainees who were in attendance were made by Alan Rudd.
We were also happy to have Gene and Cindy Rek joining us again after Gene’s health
issue.

B. Potluck — fondue counts as a soup!

Speaker — Serena Cole, City of Cameron Tourism coordinator.
Ms. Cole is interested in drawing tourists to our area who are interested in nature. She
told the group about the revamped website for Cameron and the plans for future
improvements. She also asked for our input about things we can do for the public, which
Carolyn shared.

President’s report
A. Don’t forget to record your hours within 45 days of the event.
1. You have until the end of December each year to recertify

B. Ifan eventis not already on the VMS list of approved sources for hours, submit a request
to Pamela Neeley (the form is available on our website).

C. If you need money for a project that is not already approved, submit it to the Board.

D. Question: who is willing to volunteer to help at the next annual meeting, which is in
College Station? Many members raised their hands. They will get volunteer hours for
what they do, and Carolyn will know later what opportunities there will be.

E. Catherine Johnson — ECR Wildscape agenda for the year. It will be 6 years old this year!

a. She will get our information on the City of Cameron website.

b. The workday for this Saturday is on, and they will be held the third Saturday of
the month henceforth. Current times are 11-1 but they may be earlier when it gets
warmer. Grasses need trimming, roses need pruning, and much more.

There will also be work that can be done at home, such as making signs.

d. The next big project is clearing out the area under the big oak trees to be a
gathering spot.

e. Asurvey of Milam County insects and plants is scheduled.
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f. Catherine warned the group about Chagas disease, which is caused by a very
unpleasant but attractive insect. It is deadly to dogs, who get heart failure.

Officers and Directors

A. Liz Lewis, Vice President — Chad Cryer is our next speaker. The topic is lichen. Bring
samples, loups, and black lights if you have them.

B. Debra Sorenson, Treasurer — balance at the end of January was $8389.82. We also
obtained the debit card, for use only by Debra for online purchases.

C. Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary — we had 8 blog posts last month. Let’s keep it up. Neil
Wettstein moved to approve January’s minutes, and Sandra Dworaczyk seconded. The
motion passed.

D. Michelle Lopez, Communications — nothing to report. We thank her for her audio-visual
work.

E. Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours
a. 2024 recertifications:
I. Scott Berger
ii.  Neil Wettstein
b. 2025 recertifications:
i. LindaJo Conn
ii. Michelle Lopez
c. We now have 50 members again. Great news.
d. All the students passed their background checks except one who isn’t in the
system yet.

F. Alan Rudd, Student Trainer
a. We have completed four classes.
b. Some students need reimbursement for books.
c. Birds are covered next week, followed by plants and soils.

G. Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT Authorization — she hears rumors of upcoming activities.

H. Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist Specialist
a. WOW award went to Michelle Lopez for her sightings of Anna’s Hummingbirds
that drew visitors who saw it on iNat. Community science!
. Linda Jo and others are spotting Bald Eagles in the area.
c. Participate in the Backyard Bird Count this weekend and keep doing iNat,
whether or not it gives you hours. It’s science!



I. Linda Burgess, Publicity/ Free Seed Library Coordinator
a. There will be a seed sorting event at the Cameron Library 1-3 pm on March 18.
b. Alan Rudd has made a prototype seed stand for use at the Wildscape.
c. The newspaper box for sharing seeds still needs to be sanded and painted.
d. When all the distribution centers are finished and the wildflower garden by the
church is blooming, we will hold an open house.

J. Ellen Luckey, Hospitality
a. March theme is a cookout. Cooking will start at 5. There is a sign-up sheet for
sandwich ingredients for use with a pie iron.

K. Janice Johnson, Weekly Notifications — send them to her!

V. Other business

a. There will be a workday at the wildflower garden by the church from 10-12 on Saturday,
February 22.

b. Tex Miller’s will be on the Texas Bucket List show on channel 10 this Saturday at 5:30
pm.

c. Debbie Harris notes that the bat monitoring training will be March 8 from 2-5 at the
Milano Methodist Church.

d. The burn ban has been lifted.

VI.  Adjourn
.75 AT for presentation, .75 VT for meeting, 1 hour VT for hospitality.
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