El Camino Real Chapter Texas Master Naturalist Chapter Meeting
May 8, 2025 - 5:30 p.m.
All Saints Episcopal Church

Welcome
A. Catered dinner in honor of new members — Hecho en Texas barbecue. Brisket,
smoked turkey, beans, and Cole slaw provided. Members brought potato salad
and other sides, as well. Members also enjoyed a cake and other delicious
desserts, especially something with berries and coconut in it that the chapter
Secretary would like the recipe for. If you still haven’t done so, remember to
give $17 per person to Treasurer Debbi Sorenson.

B. New members: Carolyn Muller, Don Frazee, Teresa (Terri) Brickey, Kay
Fellows, Kathleen (Kit) Thompson, Tina Drivdahl, Bill Drivdahl, and Chad
Cryer.

Each new member received a welcome packet and was introduced by Alan

Rudd. Each shared a bit about themselves and named their favorite bird.
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C. Sign-up sheet for annual meeting volunteering was available at the meting.
Please contact Carolyn Henderson if you want to sign up and haven’t done so
yet, so she can share the information with the folks in College Station.



D. The first meeting of nominating committee for new president and vice
president will occur soon. Members are: Liz Lewis (Chair), Debra Sorenson,
Patricia Coombs, Connie Anderle, Marian Buegler, Jackie Thornton, Michelle
Lopez. Give your recommendations (you can recommend yourself) to a
committee member. Thisisa VOLUNTEER Organization. Please do
volunteer.

Officers and Directors Reports

A. Liz Lewis, Vice President
a. June speaker is Matt Stillbauer of Texas A&M AgriLife.
b. July speaker is Dr. Hutchinson, the bird expert.

B. Debra Sorenson, Treasurer: before paying for tonight’s food, the balance is
$8021.89.

C. Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary
a. Please send in your blogs
b. April minutes were approved. Alan Rudd moved to approve and Neil
Wettstein seconded.

D. Michelle Lopez, Communications: nothing new to report.

E. Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours
a. Deborah Harris has earned the 4,000 hour achievement and will receive
recognition from the US President and a ruby pin.
b. Ellen Luckey earned her 250 hour pin.
c. Terri Brickey. Phyllis Shuffield, Ann Collins, and Catherine Johnson
recertified for 2025.

F. Alan Rudd, Student Trainer: he and Debra Sorenson expressed thanks to the
students and all who helped with the 2025 class.

G. Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT Authorization: no new authorizations. She noted that
she made the ceramic frog pins for the students at her studio.

H. Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist specialist
a. The City Nature Challenge was very successful this year. San Antonio was
second in the world for observations. There was also a day with a million
observations—it took 6 years to get the first million on iNat.
b. Many members of the chapter participated. Michelle Lopez was honored
as the member who made the most observations in Milam County.



I. Linda Burgess, Publicity/ Free Seed Library Coordinator

a. The next packaging meeting will be on May 20 at the Cameron Public
Library from 1-3pm.

b. We will hand out free seeds at the Independence Day celebration at our
booth.

c. Now is the time to collect seeds from spring wildflowers. Please put them
in paper bags, not plastic. Note that harvesting seeds on your property
does count for VVolunteer hours.

d. Please spread the word around the county about the opportunity to plant
and grow your own natives.

J. Ellen Luckey, hospitality: salads are next month’s theme.
K. Janice Johnson, weekly notifications: not present

. New business

A. Table at Cameron Downtown Fourth of July festival — give away wildflower
seeds, pass out pamphlets. Volunteers will be needed. 3 p.m. to 7 or 8 p,m. We
will need tables set up. Bring chairs.

B. On May 17 there will be an event at the Wild Wings Bird Sanctuary where there
will be training in the new version of iNaturalist and Merlin Bird ID. The event
starts at 10am, and we will stay a few hours, so drop by! You can bring friends.

C. Linda Jo Conn noted that she met many interesting people at the Tonkawa

Powwow on Red Mountain that some members were invited to, just by wearing
her Master Naturalist shirt and various organizations’ nametags.

Neil Wettstein noted that the powwow was very moving and spiritual.

Jackie Thornton noted that the first powwow held at Red Mountain didn’t go as
smoothly as this one did.
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IV.  Adjourn: Alan Rudd moved to adjourn, seconded by Patricia Coombs.
1.75 hours VT for meeting.

1 hour if you donated food.



