El Camino Real Chapter Texas Master Naturalist Monthly Meeting

June 12,2025 - 5:30 p.m.
All Saints Episcopal Church

1. Welcome

A.

B.

Potluck — salads.

Returning members were Jackie Fields (and her guest, who is interested in
membership), Shawn Walton (rejoining), and Lolly Lewis.

The speakers were Matt Stellbauer and Amanda Tague with the Texas Water
Resources Institute. They discussed the watersheds affecting Milam County.

. Eric Neubauer — update on wolf spiders: Eric has gone to the Texas

panhandle, the Monahans sand hills, and Pearsall, Texas to look for new
species. He and his research partners are analyzing some specimens to see if
they are new species.

Sue Ann Kendall — field trip to Carolyn Muller’s place: Sue Ann described the
property and its features that would make an ideal workshop, class, or
BioBlitz location. Ann Collins has expressed interest in teaching about birds,
and Chad Cryer is interested in a lichens workshop.

New officer nominating committee is in progress. Volunteer when asked!
Debra Sorenson is chairperson.

2025 TMN Annual Meeting agenda will be available the first week of July.
Sign up will not start until first week of August. We are still waiting for the
volunteer sign-up list. Carolyn Henderson has the list of all who signed up to
volunteer.

Linda Jo Conn asked for a report on the bat monitoring project. Participants
reported that it’s been a learning experience and that it’s harder than it seemed
like it would be.

11. Officers and Directors

A. Liz Lewis, Vice President — unable to attend.

B. Debra Sorenson, Treasurer - $7009.48 in the bank after $1200 in expenses last
month.



. Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary — May minutes were approved by the membership
with Pamela Neeley moving to approve and Alan Rudd seconding the motion.

. Michelle Lopez, Communications — nothing to report.

. Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours — Congratulations to Kay Fellows
for attaining her certification as a full member of the chapter. Liz Lewis
recertified for 2025 but was not in attendance.

. Alan Rudd, Student Trainer — inviting friends to meetings as Jackie did is one of
the best ways to attract new members.

. Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT Authorization —

a. Volunteering for the Texas Archeology Society Field School is now an
approved activity for VT.

b. She noted we have been instructed not to engage in fundraising for the
Texas Master Naturalist program, which is fine, since we never do that.

c. Neil Wettstein provided information on their next meeting.

. Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist Specialist —

a. Ann Collins congratulated Linda Jo on surviving a copperhead bite. Linda
Jo said she didn’t get a full hit.

b. WOW award went to Carolyn Henderson for finding and documenting
additional sightings of invasive Viper’s Bugloss at the McCormick
property.

c. There is now an iNaturalist TED talk available. It’s worth checking out.

Linda Burgess, Publicity/Free Seed Library Coordinator —

a. Alan Rudd has made a very sturdy seed library to put at the Milam
Wildscape, with help from a group of chapter members.

b. There are now two card catalogs of seeds in the Cameron Public Library,
one of wildflowers and one of herbs and flowers, maintained by the Little
River Basin Texas Master Gardener Association.

c. Our seed library is much more complete and accessible than the one in
Austin.

d. Carolyn Henderson pointed out that the wildflower garden next to our
meeting space has been attacked by tree of heaven plants.

e. We will have a table downtown at the Independence Day celebration,
where seeds will be shared for free. See below.

f. The next seed cataloguing meeting will be at 6pm on June 24 at the All
Saints Episcopal Church Hall, not the library.


https://www.ted.com/talks/scott_loarie_the_surprising_power_of_your_nature_photos?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare

J. Ellen Luckey, Hospitality — next month’s food theme is Italian.

K. Janice Johnson, Weekly Notifications — notifications are on pause while she is out
of town.

III.  New business
A. We will staff a table at the Cameron Downtown Independence Day Festival on
July 4 — We will give away wildflower seeds and pass out pamphlets. Volunteers

are needed from 3 p.m. to 7 or 8 p.m. We need tables set up. Please bring your
own chairs.

IV.  Adjourn
1.5 hours AT for presentation
1 hour VT for Chapter Meeting
1 hour VT Hospitality if you brought food

Submitted by Sue Ann Kendall, Chapter Secretary




