
Texas Master Naturalist – El Camino Real chapter 

End of Year Party Minutes 

December 11, 2025 5:30 p.m. 

The Yards of Cameron 

 

I. Socialize 

A. Sign in 

B. Pay Debra Sorenson $15 per person per meal; $30 for next year’s dues if you 

want to 

C. Welcome at 5:50 p.m.  

D. Dinner served at 6 p.m. 

II. Presidents report 

A. Thank you – Carolyn Henderson thanked everyone for supporting her for the past 

four years. She thanked the decorators for the dinner (they were lovely, especially 

the yaupon branches), the elected Board and other directors, and all the members 

who have proven that we are a much less stressful group than some other 

chapters. 

 

B. Awards = Carolyn shared some special recognition certificates for people who 

have been of great help to her, including 

a. Patricia Coombs and Catherine Johnson for work on the Wildscape and 

other projects 

b. Linda Burgess for creating the seed library project and doing great getting 

the Master Gardeners to join us in the project 

c. Alan Rudd for his encouragement of new students 

d. Debra Sorenson for taking over the finances and rocking it 

e. Sue Ann Kendall for taking excellent meeting notes 

f. Michelle Lopez for taking over the media duties AND analyzing all those 

bat sounds from the bat listening project 

g. Jackie Thornton for being the invisible but vital support behind the scenes 

h. Liz Lewis for finding speakers and backing up Carolyn 

 

C. Hello from Marian Buegeler – incoming president – Marian told us that we get 

what we voted for. Intriguing. 

 

III. Officers and Directors  

 

A. Liz Lewis, vice president / incoming Phyllis Shuffield – Liz thanked everyone for 

supporting her, and Phyllis announced the next two speakers, a group of Chad 

Cryer’s students, then Paul Crump. 



 

B. Debra Sorenson, treasurer – Bank balance is $8,972.73. A little over $2000 of the 

balance is the monies for the HEB project to be used in the spring of 2026 

 

C. Sue Ann Kendall, secretary – we need more blog entries, though there were some 

really good ones last month. Kim Summers moved to accept the November 

minutes, and Kat Thopson seconded. The motion passed. 

 

D. Michelle Lopez, communications – all is well 

 

E. Patricia Coombs, membership/VMS/AT hours – yearly numbers report  

a. Chad Cryer snuck in and got his initial certification just before year’s end. 

b. Rosie Johnson received a Friend of the Chapter pin for all her work on the 

Wildscape project. 

 

F. Alan Rudd, student trainer – thanked everyone for all their help with his job 

 

G. Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT authorization – she looks forward to more people 

asking for approval for project hours 

 

H. Linda Jo Conn, state liaison/iNaturalist specialist – encouraged us to keep on 

making contributions to iNaturalist and to learn to identify as well. 

 

I. Linda Burgess, publicity/ free seed library coordinator – thanked everyone who 

has helped with the seed library project. The next seed packaging meeting will be 

the third Tuesday of January. 

 

J. Ellen Luckey, hospitality – the January meeting theme is Mexican, which is 

traditional. 

 

K. Janice Johnson, weekly notifications – keep sending your information in, because 

everyone appreciates the weekly information bonanza. 

 

IV. White Elephant Gift Exchange – it was great fun and people really wanted bird 

feeders shaped like buildings, a solar light with dragonflies on it, and the peanut 

brittle that came in two of the gifts. Terri B. should sell it and get rich. 

 

V. Adjourn – Kim Summers moved to adjourn. 

 

1 VT for hour Chapter Meeting 

If you would like to see some photos from the party, visit this blog page. 

https://ecrmasternaturalists.blog/2025/12/14/lots-of-gratitude-and-laughs-at-our-december-meeting/

