Texas Master Naturalist — El Camino Real Chapter
Monthly Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 7, 2026
All Saints Episcopal Meeting Hall
5:30 p.m.

1) Welcome
i) Potluck — Mexican food

ii) Chad Cryer, Temple College Professor and TMN, brought two students to
present the findings on their research on UV+ lichen and deer nasal
botflies. They did great and received many questions from Chapter
members.

2) President’s notes

i) All members need to review the Governing Documents found on the State
TMN website. We will vote on the changes made at the February chapter
meeting.

ii) Thanks to Debbie Harris and Sandra Dworaczyk for organizing our
successful outreach on First Friday at the Rockdale library. We had a
great number of volunteers.

iii) Catherine Jonhnson — HEB mid-year report

(a) We will turn in our mid-year report at the end of this month.

(b) We will have many workdays in February and March.

(c) April and May will be our community tours and lots of observations for the
project’s iNat project.

(d) We will have night-time mothing, as well, since we are trying to attract
certain moths, as well.

(e) The seed library and Wild Wings will also have opportunities to participate.

(f) The final report will be written in June.

(g) Note that all the new trees will need to be watered over the summer.

(h) The autumn will be for outreach to children and for a full moon gathering.

(i) We will apply for another award.

(j)): Monarch Watch will be offering milkweed seed at the end of January to
February.


https://txmn.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Roadmap-with-Adoption-Timelines-2026-Version.pdf
https://txmn.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Roadmap-with-Adoption-Timelines-2026-Version.pdf

3) Officers and Directors

i) Phyllis Shuffield, VP — the speaker next month will be Paul Crump, on a
topic to be determined.

ii) Debra Sorenson, Treasurer -bank balance is $9452.73, with about $2K
left of the H-E-B grant.

(a) There are 8 people who still need to pay dues.

iii) Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary

(1) We didn’t get many blog entries last month, so please send us your nature
observations and such.

(2) Kim Summers moved to approve December 2025 minutes, and Pamela Neeley
seconded. The motion passed.

(3) Sue Ann shared that both she and Michelle Lopez have been seeing many
uncommon birds on their properties, like Black and Say’s Phoebes, Pyrrhuloxias,
and Longspurs.

iv) Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours

(1) Please pay your dues if you have not yet.

(2) Enter any 2025 hours that are eligible as soon as possible. They still count
towards your total hours.

(3) If you do anything at the Wildscape put your hours down as part of the
Pollinators of Texas opportunities.

(4) Be sure to update your VMS profile as required each year.

v) Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT authorization

(1) There will be a wildflower walk on Carolyn Muller’s property on March 8. There
are many different plants there, including some rare ones in Milam County. Times
to be announced.

(2) OnJanuary 17 at 10 am, there will be a field trip to see the beaver dams and
ponds that have recently appeared on Pamela’s property. It’s possible to drive
quite close to the site, so it’s not strenuous. Rain/snow date is January 31.

vi) Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist
(1) If you have the resources to do so, consider contributing to the Texas Master
Naturalist Endowment Fund. It needs lots and lots more funding.
(2) The Great Backyard Bird Count will be February 13-16. All observations in eBird
and on Merlin will count toward it.



(3) Our chapter’s iNaturalist project has 42,057 observations of 3192 species. There
are 25 observers so far, 16 of whom are chapter members. Eleven are active.
Want to join? Ask one of our iNaturalist specialists for help.

(a) Top observed Species is Linda Jo’s favorite, the Straggler Daisy
(b) Second is Eric Neubauer’s favorite, Hogna antelucana

(c) Third is Sue Ann’s favorite greenbrier, Smilax bona nox

(d) Fourth: Texas Paintbrush

(e) Fifth: Camphorweed

vii)Alan Rudd, Student Trainer — the best way to attract new members is to
invite people to our meetings.

viii)  Michelle Lopez, Communications — showed us how to update our
profiles in the VMS system.

ix) Linda Burgess, Publicity/Free Seed Library Coordinator — not present

x) Janice Johnson, Weekly Notifications — please send in your contribution
to the weekly notifications.

xi) Ellen Luckey, Hospitality — next month is stews, chilis, and soups (and
things that go with them)

4) New Business

a) Don Travis reminded newcomers that people once thought Master Naturalists were
naturists (nudists). In honor of this, he proposed a new volunteer opportunity called
Beautiful Human Nature. The motion failed with one Aye vote.

b) Alaptop charger was left at the meeting. Let Marian know if you find it.

5) Adjourn

a) Presentation AT 1 hour, Chapter Meeting

b) Chapter Meeting .75 VT, Chapter Meeting

c) Hospitality 1 hour VT if you brought food

d)

Sue Ann Kendall moved to adjourn; Michelle Lopez seconded.



