
Texas Master Naturalist – El Camino Real Chapter 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 11, 2026 

All Saints Episcopal Meeting Hall 

5:30 p.m. 

1) Welcome 

i) Potluck – Soups, stews, chilis 

ii) Paul Crump spoke about the Texas tortoise and Houston toad. The 
presentation came after the Chapter Meeting due to technical difficulties 

that were solved. Hurrah! 

2) President’s notes 

i) The membership voted to approve the revised Bylaws of the Texas 
Master Naturalist program. Carolyn Hederson moved to approve; Sandra 
Dworaczyk seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

3) Officers and Directors 

i) Phyllis Shuffield, VP – the speakers for next month will be Michelle Lopez 
reporting on the bat monitoring project, and Sue Ann Kendall sharing 
information on beavers and photos of beaver ponds. 

ii) Debra Sorenson, Treasurer -bank balance is $9477.68, with about $2K 
left of the H-E-B grant. 

iii) Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary 

(1) The date for the trip to see the wildflowers at Carolyn Muller’s property has been 

moved to March 28, so there will be more flowers. Details will be available in the 

weekly email. 

(2) Pamela Neeley moved to approve the minutes for January and Sandra Dworaczyk 

seconded. The motion passed. 

iv) Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours 

(1) Patricia got signatures on media releases from people who are taking pictures of 

the Wildscape for the H-E-B grant. 



(2) Linda Jo Conn was the first chapter member to recertify for 2026 and receive her 

bobcat pin. Linda Jo reminded members to watch the TMN Tuesday presentation 

on bobcats from last week, 

v) Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT authorization – nothing to report 

vi) Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist 

(1) WOW Award went to Kay Fellows and her crawfish/rattlesnake photos. 

(2) The Invasive Species Bioblitz from NPSOT was a bust due to the cold front. 

(3) The Great Backyard Bird Count will be February 13-16. All observations in eBird 

and on Merlin will count toward it. 

vii) Alan Rudd, Student Trainer – nothing to report. 

viii) Michelle Lopez, Communications – nothing to report 

ix) Linda Burgess, Publicity/Free Seed Library Coordinator – not present 

x) Janice Johnson, Weekly Notifications – please send in your contribution 
to the weekly notifications. 

xi) Ellen Luckey, Hospitality – next month is German and Czech food 

4) New Business 

a) Cindy Rek – there will be an event for Master Gardeners on Wednesday, March 18 at 10 

am. Chapter members will give short presentations about the Wild Wings Bird 

Sanctuary, the Milam Wildscape project, and Bird and Bee Farms poultry operation. 

Volunteers are needed to provide drinks and act as hosts. Please bring your lunch and a 

chair. Participants should arrive early to the March chapter meeting to discuss details. 

b) Carolyn Henderson – we would like to have a field trip in mid-April to the Ladybird 

Johnson Wildflower Center south of Austin. Members preferred Saturday over Friday for 

the trip. 

5) Adjourn 

a) Presentation AT 1.25 hours, Chapter Meeting 

b) Chapter Meeting .5 VT, Chapter Meeting 

c) Hospitality 1 hour VT if you brought food 

d) Alan Rudd moved to adjourn; Michelle Lopez seconded. 

 


