Texas Master Naturalist — EIl Camino Real Chapter
Monthly Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 11, 2026
All Saints Episcopal Meeting Hall
5:30 p.m.

1) Welcome
i) Potluck — Czech and German foods—everyone’s traditional favorites
ii) We had two speakers:

(1) Michelle Lopez gave a summary of the results of the bat monitoring
project we participated in last year. Five species were identified, but
the Mexican free-tailed bat was only found in our Bell County
location (however, you can see them any sunset time in the strip mall
by Brookshire Brothers). The good news is that we do have tricolored
bats here, which gives hope for their survival.

She reported that there was a lot of trouble with the Kaleidoscope
software that was used in the project. We are grateful to Michelle for
her many hours of work analyzing bat data.

(2) Sue Ann Kendall gave a short presentation on her learnings about
Beavers from the book, Beaverland, and from observation of local
beaver dams.

2) President’s notes

i) Marion Buegeler reported that she got all our voting information to
TPWD in time, so we are not in trouble.

3) Officers and Directors

i) Phyllis Shuffield, VP — next month’s speaker will be Brittany Perry, District
Biologist. Her topic will be the Rio Grande turkey.

ii) Sue Ann Kendall, Secretary

(1) Sue Ann provided a handout with directions and other information on the
upcoming field trip to the Muller property. Please ask if you need directions and



plan to come. The wildflowers are popping up, just for us to enjoy in two
weeks.Bring a lunch for a scenic picnic by the pond.

(2) Michelle Lopez moved to approve the minutes for January and Kim Summers
seconded. The motion passed.

i) Debra Sorenson, Treasurer -bank balance is $8830.76, with $1194.61K
left of the H-E-B grant.

ii) Patricia Coombs, Membership/VMS/AT hours — there were no new
recertifications this month.

iii) Pamela Neeley, VMS/AT authorization — nothing to report

iv) Linda Jo Conn, State Liaison/iNaturalist
(1) WOW Award went to Debra Sorenson, who spotted the first Trichopoda plumipes
in Milam County. We are not sure, but we think it’s a wasp.
(2) The Great Birding Classic’s 30™ anniversary event will be held April 15-May 15.
The registration fee gets you a cool t-shirt.

v) Alan Rudd, Student Trainer — nothing to report.
vi) Michelle Lopez, Communications — nothing to report
vii) Linda Burgess, Publicity/Free Seed Library Coordinator —

(1) March 17 will be the next meeting to package seeds. It will be 1-3pm
at the Cameron Public Library. The collection has been reorganized,
and there are binders showing what seeds are available

(2) There was a nice article on the front page of the Cameron Herald
about the seed library, with photos of many of our members.

viii)  Janice Johnson, Weekly Notifications — please send in your
contribution to the weekly notifications.

ix) Ellen Luckey, Hospitality — next month is the annual fish fry, assuming
that Alan catches enough fish. Keep your fingers crossed.

4) New Business
a) Cindy Rek —if you are helping out at the Master Gardener event at the Wildscape next
Wednesday at 10am, please try to arrive a little early..
b) Debbie Harris —
i) The bat monitoring project will continue this year from May 11-July 6. There is a new
coordinator, Rachel Grotte, who has high expectations for the project. If we



5)

participate, we will need two volunteers to analyze the data. Michelle will be
unavailable this year, so we will need new people. She asked for volunteers, but no
one did so.

ii) Chapter members discussed whether the project is something we want to do, given
the poor quality of the monitoring software and issues we had with the monitoring
equipment. Alan Rudd made a motion to not participate this year, but before the
motion came to a vote, Debbie asked if she could come back next month with more
information. We tabled the motion.

c) Carolyn Henderson — April 11 will be the trip to the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center
south of Austin. More details to come.

d) Pamela Neeley — members are welcome to visit the beaver dams and ponds on her
property, as long as you let her know in advance and don’t share the location far and
wide, for the safety of the beavers.

e) Catherine Johnson — she requested donations of plants such as false Bromwell, snow on
the mountain (Euphorbia marginata), pincushion (Scabiosa), agarita Berberis trofolata),
Texas persimmon (Diospyrus texana), and pawpaw (Asiminus triloba)trees. Plus, sorrel
vine (Cissus trifolata), which Sue Ann is looking for. Linda Jo noted that many of these
plants aren’t acclimated to grow in Milam County.

Adjourn

a) Presentation AT 1 hour, Chapter Meeting

b) Chapter Meeting .75 VT, Chapter Meeting

c) Hospitality 1 hour VT if you brought food

d) Sue Ann Kendall moved to adjourn; Michelle Lopez seconded (?).



