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The Gentl er  S i de  of  B irds  of  Prey  
 NATURALIST NEWS 

Photos and article from Dorothy Thetford 

O 
n July 12, two mostly white feath-

ered baby Cooper's hawks dropped from 

a 30 foot nest in our side yard.  They 

waddled and took their first steps from the uneven 

grass to the concrete driveway.  With a little bit of 

practice, they gained their balance and walked 

around inspecting every leaf and twig. Their next 

venture was a feeble lift up to top of neighbor's 

fence, and then back to concrete.  After accom-

plishing that challenge, they moved to the securi-

ty of our fenced back yard and continued practic-

ing. 

T 
he following day they were perched on tree branches alongside driveway and feebly hopped among 

branches while screeching for food.  From then on, they practiced balancing and screaming for par-

ents to bring food with voices and volume that could be heard throughout the neighborhood.  

E 
ventually the screeching sounds moved to neighbors' trees, and by 3rd week, their screeching could 

be heard from neighborhood trees farther down the street.  As the screeching sound diminished, we 

randomly spotted each hawk swooping from tree top down into open space and then lifting up into 

another tree.  We concluded that they were mature enough to begin searching for their own food and began 

traveling independently in different directions even though they temporarily returned to their homestead 

trees or the back alley utility poles (while learning to spot their prey from height). 

Y 
es, after 4 weeks, our educational enter-

tainment ended.  We can only assume 

that each selected and adopted his own 

territory for survival even though we honestly 

admit that we miss the loud screeching conversa-

tions among the treetops. 

Cooper's hawk (Accipiter cooperii)  
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Anoth er  Look at  a  G entl er  S i de  of  a  Bird 
of  Prey  (U nti l  You G o B ehin d th e Scen es)  

I 
nitially the owl seemed in-

tently focused on my resin 

bunny.  It looks very realistic 

and I'm sure the owl was just waiting 

for it to move.  The song birds went 

about their business going to and 

from the feeders, a couple of hum-

mingbirds buzzed the owl, and a 

squirrel actually climbed up the tree 

to within a few feet of the owl.  When 

the owl looked over at the squirrel, it 

just scampered along a branch and 

hopped to the next tree. 

 

Photos and the following fun tale comes 

from Susan Pohlen 

 

T 
his Barred Owl stayed in the 

backyard for over an hour 

and a half.  We had to leave 

the house, so I don't know how long it 

actually stayed. During the hour and a 

half that I was home I took a lot of 

photos. 

A 
pparently this owl didn't 

have any interest in small 

birds or squirrels.“ 

However, Susan followed up with 

this Youtube link that may explain 

the owl’s patience and why the fish in 

her pond have been “freaking out”! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=QhXm6WAjyEg  

. . . .  . . .. . . 

“ 

“ 

“ 
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Bumble Bees on Western 

iron weed  (Vernonia bald-

winii)—Susan Pohlen 

CORRECTION—left is Rain lily, right is Western iron weed 

(your editor switched the labels on the photos) 

Update on the Green Lynx spider (Pecucetia viri-
dans) comes from Susan Pohlen: 

“Remember the green spider that was on the ladder …? 
Well apparently it crawled onto the car, unbeknownst to 
me. Our daughter, Hilary called ... to let me know she was 
unexpectedly available for lunch or shopping, so I drive 
out to meet her in Addison. From our house that’s about a 
40 minute drive, I think. I was driving 70-80 mph on the 
tollway at times, but when I arrived in Addison, Hilary 
found the spider sitting by her door handle. I was amazed. 
Hilary brought down an empty pasta box from her place 
and I held the spider captive until I could return home 
yesterday.” 

(Editor note: Hmm...lunch or shopping. What’s for lunch 
said the spider to the fly, perhaps?) 

 

Rain lily—Susan Pohlen 

 

It’s time! Registration is NOW OPEN for the Texas Master Nat-
uralist 17thAnnual Meeting! 

  

Registration Open - http://txmn.org/2016-annual-
meeting/ 
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From Becky Bartoni—for more information see: 
http://www.coppelltx.gov/bec 
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