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     Greetings folks,  

 

I hope that some of you have gotten some rain here in the past few days,  

but there are still folks who are without rain. The drought has still got its grip 

 on the state. Many of our lakes are down with record low levels. Lets take 

 Lake Palestine for example. The upper portions of the lake are so low that  

in some places the old highway bridges can be seen that haven’t been visible  

for twenty years. There are many other lakes across the state that are in similar 

condition. This situation has had an adverse effect on the wildlife and plant life.  

Speaking of plant life, boy, has the heat and the dryness taken a toll on shrubs 

and trees around here and many other places. Depending on where you go in t 

he state, you’ll find different levels of drought. Lack of water for the  

mast (acorn or nut) crop has been severely damaging to this year’s harvest and 

maybe next year’s as well. The acorn trees in our yard range from Live Oaks, Bur 

Oaks, Water Oaks, and Red Oaks. The Live Oaks and Water Oaks have produced 

exceptionally small acorns this year. While the Bur Oaks and Red Oaks are 

producing, they are smaller in yield and size.  

The Yaupon Holly looks like it will have smaller fruits and some, none at all. 

These depleted food resources will have an adverse effect on wildlife for sure. 

Water for wild life is critically low in several regions of the state as well.  

As a master naturalist I feel there is something I can do to help. One thing 

which can be done, is to educate folks about being better stewards. One of a 

steward’s responsibilities is to do something, however small, but just do 

something to help take care of the world we live in. I’m doing my share the  

best I can and wish I could do more at times. I know many others who are doing 

the best they can and together we will make a difference. 

 

Neal  
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      HEY  WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!  LIKE!!!!!! 
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Our Program for November 5, 2011 will be  
Dr. Jeff Kopachena  

Associate Professor and Head of Biology 
at Texas A & M University 

9am-noon Tyler Nature Center 
 
 

Possibly outline could be: 
 

• evolutionary origins  
- avian classification (Avian Orders) 

- avian anatomy and physiology  
- feathers and flight  

- respiration, circulation, digestion, and metabolism  
- avian behavior and communication  

- avian migration, territorial and social behavior  
- avian reproduction and development  

- population dynamics and conservation 
 
 

Come join us the class fee is $10 per person,  and if your goal is to join the  
Master Naturalist program, this will be applied to your class March 3, 2012. 

 
                                                                                                                 click here                                           

 
                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please plan on attending this informative 3 of 5 Seminars we are offering  

before our Classes  begin March 3, 2012 
 
 

J0074843.wav
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MINUTES 

 

 

 
 Here are the minutes for the Board Meeting held on Saturday, October 1, 2011. 

 

The board meeting was called to order at 12:35 PM. 

 

Neal Stilley, Laura Wilson, Cindi McCullough, Helen Mar Parkin, Janet Cook, Tappa Burt and Mike Price 

were present. 

 

Revisions made to the Chapter Operating Handbook (COH) during the past year were discussed. After some 

initial discussion, it was decided to have each person responsible for their section of the handbook comment 

on any additional changes that needed to be made. It was also discussed that the handbook is a living docu-

ment and future changes to it are easily made. No additional changers to the COH were proposed. Mike Price 

made a motion the accept the COH as submitted. Neal Stilley seconded the motion. A vote was held and the 

motion passed. Appreciation was expressed to the people who worked on the review and revisions to the 

handbook. 

 

The Drought Seminar to be held at the Nature Center Saturday, October 15 was discussed. Nathan Garner 

told Tappa it was okay for us to set up and display our information flyers. 

 

We discussed the next several meetings and seminars to be held. They are as follows: 

 

Monthly Meeting: Thursday, October 27, 2011. No board meeting before the monthly meeting. Neal Stilley 

to contact Clyde McKinney about a speaker. 

 

Training Seminar: Saturday, October 29, 2011. Need to finalize the speaker for the 3 hour AT training. 

 

Chapter Activity Day: Saturday, November 5, 2011. Morning AT session will be on birds. Afternoon session 

will be wildscape clean-up around the Nature Center. 

 

The meeting was adorned at 12:50 PM. 

 

Any corrections or additions, let me know. 

 

Mike 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I encourage everyone to submit articles, photos, quotes, (with I encourage everyone to submit articles, photos, quotes, (with I encourage everyone to submit articles, photos, quotes, (with I encourage everyone to submit articles, photos, quotes, (with 
permission web links , and other forms of submission with permission web links , and other forms of submission with permission web links , and other forms of submission with permission web links , and other forms of submission with 

writtenwrittenwrittenwritten consent).  consent).  consent).  consent).     
 TMN.EDITOR@GMAIL.COM TMN.EDITOR@GMAIL.COM TMN.EDITOR@GMAIL.COM TMN.EDITOR@GMAIL.COM    

Deadline  is 15th of every month!!Deadline  is 15th of every month!!Deadline  is 15th of every month!!Deadline  is 15th of every month!!    

HEY  WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!                                                           
* East  Texas Chapter Master  
Naturalists  

EAST TEXAS CHAPTER MASTER NATURALISTS 
P.O. BOX 131184 
TYLER, TEXAS 75713 
PHYSICAL ADDRESS TO TEXAS NATURE CENTER: 
OFF LOOP 323 ON STATE HWT 248( OR IT’S 
CALLED UNIVERSITY BLVD). RIGHT ON FM 848 
(BASCOM ROAD) ON THE RIGHT………….. 

We’re on the WEB!! 
http:txmn.org/etwd/ 

 

Our Officers, Committee Chairs, & Meeting Dates 
The East Texas Chapter of Master Naturalists meetings are on the  
4th Thursday of every month   @  6:45 pm. Texas Nature Center 

Neal Stilley - President                          Clyde McKinney – Vice President 
Carol Wilcox - Secretary                       Mike Price - Treasurer 

Cindi McCullough - Database Mgr                  Helen Mar Parkin - Membership Mgr. 
 Curriculum Chair  Laura Wilson -  Newsletter & Web-Mistress 

 

Our Advisors: 

 Kevin Herriman                 


