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Introduction and Instructions

This project is part of a larger Texas Master Naturalists-Gideon Lincecum Chapter program to locate, identify and
certify Texas Native Prairie Remnants within the Chapters geographic area. The programs objectives are to 1)
identify and inventory Texas Native Prairies, 2) bring landowner and public awareness to the endangered nature
of Texas Native Prairies, 3) connect the landowner with resources for Native Prairie maintenance and, 4)
recognize certified Texas Native Prairie sites with signage.

The following form was designed to capture site survey observations and to act as one input to the certification
process. It is not intended to be an exhaustive assessment of Native Prairie health but rather a solid indicator of
a true, Texas Native Prairie Remnant based on observations of a certified Texas Master Naturalists. Other input
considerations include, oral, written and photographic histories, county land ownership records, other land
certifications (Nature Conservancy, Audubon Society, Texas Century Farms, etc), and other inputs.

Since native prairies are natural systems and vegetation variation is expected in response to differing climate
cycles, it is highly recommended sites are visited twice (during opposing seasons) and preferably three times for
survey and observation. For example, a field over-dominated by little blue stem in the fall may also yield a
significant variety of springtime forbs and could be considered a Native Prairie Remnant. Site photographs also
enhance the data collection process.

Several sections of this form require a scientific approach. Section VI (Plant Inventory Detail) is designed to
collect quantitative data of the plant community. The observer is expected to have a working knowledge of
plant identification (forbs and grasses), plant surveying techniques and, general land observation knowledge.
Base training in these areas is a component of the TMN curriculum and is further supplemented by the Chapters
Native Prairie Committee and a host of external organizations and institutions. Given the breadth of knowledge
required for an effective site survey and evaluation, it is highly recommended a team approach be utilized.

Once the form is completed and submitted to the Chapter’s Native Prairie Committee, the Committee will meet
to review the documentation and other supporting inputs. The Committee will vote to recommend one of three
outcomes for each site:

1. Collect more data via site visit or other means (i.e. revisit site during a future season, gather oral
history, etc.)

2. Vote to Certify
3. Vote to Not Certify

If certified as a Texas Native Prairie Remnant, TMN-GLC will furnish a highway sign designating certification to
the land owner. TMN-GLC will work with the land owner for mutually desired placement and installation of the
sign.

Questions or comments about the program should be directed to the Chapter’s Native Prairie chairperson.
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Texas Master Naturalist — Gideon Lincecum Chapter
Texas Native Prairie Remnant Identification, Assessment, and Certification Form

I. Basic Data

Date Season Weather Conditions

Observer (s)

TMN Survey No Site Visit Number Ecoregion

Property Name

Property Owner

Street Address

City State Zip Code

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

GPS Coordinates Lat. Long.-

County

Telephone Numbers

E-mail

II. General Observations

Estimated Acreage:

Topographical Configuration: Open Field Savanna Hilly Dry Creek Wet Creek __
Riparian
Surface Topography: Terraced Plowed Surface Ponds/Tanks Other Alterations

Topography Comments

Soil Composition: Clay Sand Silt Gravel/Rock Mixed

Soil Comments

Current Use: hay ___ grazing ___ crops ____ wildlife___ resting___ unknown ___
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Livestock Evidence: Variety (cattle, horses, goats, buffalo, etc.)

Count: number many few none

Scat Troughs

Livestock Comments

Fencing: 1side_ 2sides  3sides_ All sides_ none__

Fencing Comments

Photo Documentation: Yes No

Photo Comments/References

I11. Property History

Optional property history if known or able to collect.

Dates History

IV. Plant Inventory Summary

Quality of Prairie (subjective observation based on diversity and abundance of plant and wild life): Native
grasses form the prairie framework, comprising 50 to 95 percent of the vegetation. The four dominant species
in the tall grass prairie are little bluestem, big bluestem, Indian grass, and switch grass. Little bluestem
(Schizachyrium scoparium), and Indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans) are frequently dominants on Blackland
Prairie alfisols and vertisols. Big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) is of variable importance on vertisols and is
frequently a dominant on Blackland Prairie mollisols. Gama grass-switch grass (Tripsacum dactyloides-Panicum
virgatum) prairies are associated with bottomland sites throughout the region.
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Prairie Quality: poor _ fair__ good ___ good-excellent ___ excellent

Prairie Quality Comments:

Good Indicator Grasses Observed: (indicate percentage of area covered by these if possible):

Big bluestem Eastern gammagrass Little bluestem Side oats grama Switch grass
Yellow Indian grass Others (list)

Good Indicator Forbs Observed:
Echinacia (purple cone flower) [llinois bundle flower Indian (or prairie) plantain

Maximilian sunflower Others (list)

Non-Native Invasive Grass Species Observed:

King Ranch(KR) bluestem Johnson grass Bahia grass Dallis grass Bermuda grass
Others (list)

V. Plant Inventory Census

Detail Science Census

Area: 10x10 1M Circle/Square 100Ft Line Other

Counts: Clump Grass Running Grasses Native Grass Non-Native Grass

Woody Species Forbes Native Undesirables Non-Native Unknown

Detail Census Comments:

VI. Wildlife

Wildlife Observations: Native prairies provide a haven for wildlife by offering food sources unavailable
elsewhere, shelter in both the heat of the summer and protection in the winter, generally a safe place year-
round to nest and rear young, and are another indicator of a healthy prairie environment.

Mammal Observations:
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Birds:

Reptiles and Amphibians:

Wildlife Comments:

VII. Prairie Remnant Certify Recommendation

Native Prairie Remnant Certification Recommendation: Certify Not Certify Revisit Site

Certify Comments
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VIII. Plant Inventory Detail (Vegetation List)

Grasses Forbs
Little Blue Stem* Ambrosia
Big Blue Stem * Antelope Horn Milkweed
Yellow Indian Grass* Aster SP
Switch grass* Baptisia
Basketflower
Big Blue Sage*
Blue-Eyed Grass Blazing Star
Buffalo Grass Bluebonnet

Bushy Bluestem

Boerhaavia (Purple Spiderling)

Brownseed Paspalum

Calylophus (Square-Bid Day Primrose)

Canada Wild Rye

Caric sedges

Dropseed

Carolina Nemone

Eastern Gamagrass*

Crows Poison

Florida Paspalum Deplhinium
Johnson grass Englemann Daisy
Kleburg Bluestem False Indigo

Knotroot Bristle grass

Gay Feather/Liatris

King Ranch (KR) Bluestem

Giant Blue Sage

Side oats Gamma*

Golden Alexander

Silver Bluestem

Goldenrod

Three Awn

Green-Thread

[llinois Bundle flower*

Indian Paintbrush

Indian /Prairie Plantain

Larkspur *

Little tooth Sedge

Marble seed

Maximilian Sunflower*

Partridge Pea

Prairie Aster

Prairie Brazoria

Prairie Phlox

Purple Cornflower*

Prairie Clover

Rosinweed

Rudbeckia

Ruellia

Showy Primrose

Spiderwort

Texas Thistle

White Prairie Clover*

Wild Hyacinth*

Wine Cup

*Good Indicator Plants
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Trees — List all

White Oak Red Oak

Live Oak Water Oak
Hercules Club Eastern Red Cedar
Hackberry Cedar Elm

Pecan Possumhaw
Winged Elm Farkleberry
Prickly Ash Osage Orange

Gum Bumelia

Shrubs — List all

American Beauty Berry

Snowberry

New Jersey Tea*

Degraded Indicator Plants — List all

Snow on the Prairie

Milkweed

Non-Native Invasive Plants — List all

Chinaberry Chinese Privet

Chinese Tallow Giant Asian Dodder

Giant Reed Japanese Privet/Wax Leaf Ligustrum
Ligustrum Nandina

Native Undesirable Plants — List all

Prickly Pear Eastern Red Cedar
Yaupon Holly Dewberry

Wooly Croton Huisache
Mesquite

Eastern Honey Locust

9|




