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UPCOMING EVENTS 

01/14 NPSOT Meeting 

01/25 Austin Butterfly Forum Meeting 

01/28 GWMN Meeting 

02/08 WAG Meeting 

02/11 NPSOT Meeting 

02/15 NPAT Meeting 

02/22 Austin Butterfly Forum Meeting 

02/25 GWMN Meeting 

02/27 Project Wild: Science and Civics 

Check the website for additional 
events including volunteer and 
training opportunities. The many 
events are way too numerous to even 
think about posting all here! 
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Registration is now open for the 
Good Water Master Naturalist 
Spring Training Class. The class will 
meet on Tuesday afternoons from 
1:00-5:00 p.m. Some classes and 
field trips will be on Saturdays. Cost 
of $150 includes the comprehensive 
Texas Master Naturalist Program 
manual as well as a one year 
membership to the Good Water Chapter. For couples who plan to share the 
manual, there is a discount for the second student. For more information, 
including Registration and the Training Class Calendar visit our website: 
http://txmn.org/goodwater/texas‐master‐naturalist‐training‐program 

Texas Master Naturalists are people who still like to play in the dirt and are 
willing to get their feet wet and their hands dirty. To become a Master 
Naturalist, one takes a training class of over 40 hours of expert training about 
almost every aspect of the natural world – soils, backyard habitats, prairies, 
rangeland management, forest ecology, birds, mammals, fish, insects, botany, 
climate, geology and archaeology. 

(continued on page 2)

Spring 2016 Good Water Master 
Naturalist Training Class 

March 8 – May 26, 2015 

http://tinyurl.com/GWMNTraining 

40 Hours Classroom Training 
40 Hours Community Service 
8 Hours Advanced Training 

 

2016 Spring Master Naturalist Class by Mary Ann Melton 

For information contact: 
http://txmn.org/goodwater 
goodwatermn2@gmail.com 
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Former students comments on the Master Naturalist Training Class include: 

Classes are taught by world-renowned academics and subject 
matter experts. Our fellow students' diverse vocational and 
educational backgrounds added to the learning experience." 

Bruce Polikoff, 2015 Fall Class 

“As a new Texas resident interested in all of the various aspects of 
the natural history of the region, as well as helping others appreciate 
what is here, this class has inspired me and given me the foundation 
to move forward, both in my own learning and in my ability to share 
my enthusiasm and interest more effectively with others. I have 

learned from the best, brightest, and most qualified specialists in a variety of fields, while making friends and 
developing relationships with like-minded students and already-certified master naturalist. The generosity with which 
the people who conduct the program share it with others inspires me to want to do the same!" 

Martin Byhower 2015 Fall Class 

“Good Water Chapter has an exceptional training course for those 
interested in our local wildlife and habitats. If one has a desire to 
learn about nature and lend a hand in its preservation, this is an 
excellent path to take. Knowledgeable guest lecturers and fun field 
trips add to a rewarding classroom experience. The spring class was 
the most enjoyable few months I’ve had since relocating to Texas." 

Cindy Graham, 2015 Spring Class 

To complete the certification process, each volunteer completes 40 
hours of service and an additional 8 hours of training. To maintain their certification each year, volunteers are 
encouraged to take their knowledge and volunteer for 40 hours and take 8 hours of additional training.

 

Register for Spring Training at http://txmn.org/goodwater/texas‐master‐naturalist‐training‐program 

Continued from Page 1: 2016 Spring Master Naturalist Class by Mary Ann Melton 
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GWMN Book Club meets every other month in one of the members’ homes.  After a pizza 
and salad lunch, the book discussion begins.  Chapters are assigned or chosen for each 
participant which means that a lengthy book requires more than one session to discuss as it 
is a small group. 

J. Frank Dobie’s The Longhorns was most recently read.  It was published in 1941 and Mr. 
Dobie still had access to the men who lived and worked with the cattle on ranches and on 
trail rides.  Each chapter begins with a dedication to one of these men, always with a 
connection to the topic at hand.  “Notes” contains three pages of lists of those he talked with 
and a disclaimer that this listing represented “less than a majority” of all who gave him 
information. 

Twenty chapters describe the longhorn’s contribution to Texas and its history.  Brought by the Spanish first in 1521, 
as they escaped from traveling herds or strayed from the unfenced ranges, there were soon incredible numbers of 
wild cattle, prized mostly for their hides and tallow.  They were considered game animals, along with deer, antelopes 
and buffaloes.  There was no significant development of the range cattle industry until after the Civil War. 

The introduction of more cattle from immigrants to Texas, along with “selective breeding”, made the Texas longhorn 
“rangier, heavier and mightier-horned”. 

The “cowboy”, unknown as such before 1836, developed from raids into Mexican-held ranges as well as from 
defending their new homes. 

There are chapters on mavericks, on characteristics of the longhorns: their THE LONGHORNS. 

This project creates a wildlife habitat at the San Gabriel Unitarian Universalist Fellowship located across from 
Southwestern University at 1322 E. University Ave., Georgetown, TX 78626. We are planting Texas native plants 
where before there was only lawn. It is an opportunity to use the land available, and hopefully to set an example that 
can be shown to other public entities or places of worship.  

Members of the fellowship planted our first garden last 
spring. The first project in cooperation with GWMN was 
implemented this fall. We developed a garden space on the 
public side of the church facing Hutto Road. 

To develop the bed, which was roughly 30 feet by 40 feet, 
we began by digging off the top layer of grass, adding 
compost and green sand to this Blackland Prairie clay soil, 
adding a metal border, laying down newspaper and then 
piling on free mulch which we hauled from Texas Disposal 
Systems (TDS).  

We had planting and work delays due to the wonderful rains 
this fall. However, the plants have prospered. We put in 11 
varieties of native perennials, most native to the Blackland 
Prairie, and one 3-gallon small tree. These plants will 
provide nectar, pollen and berries for wildlife. We are looking forward to seeing the garden in the spring and what it 
attracts.  

It has generated some excitement and interest among the members of the congregation. 

Book Club Review: The Longhorns by Rana Sanders 

San Gabriel Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Habitat Development by Billye Adams 
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Good Water Master Naturalist Volunteers were very busy in 2015.  Through November 30, they volunteered 12,582 
hours and attended 1,950 hours of Advanced Training.  

During 2015, Good Water members worked at Berry Springs Park & Preserve on workdays and the United Way 
Days of Caring, monitoring the Blue Bird boxes, participating in the monthly Amphibian Watch, and harvesting 

wildflower seeds.  In Hutto, members worked at the Pollinator Garden 
at the Williamson County Landfill and at the Fall United Way Day of 
Caring. In Taylor, members worked on the beautiful Liberty Gardens.  
Across Williamson County, chapter members monitored 12 sites for 
water quality as part of the Texas Stream Team.  In Round Rock at the 
McNeil Bridge, Good Water volunteers worked on Friday evenings to 
educate the public about the bat colony that lives in the bridge.  At 
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, members helped 
design a monarch butterfly curriculum, rewrote curriculum for birds 
and bugs, helped with education programs for children, collected 
milkweed seeds, did trail work, and participated in the Christmas Bird 
Count.  Good Water Volunteers also did volunteer work with native 
plants at the Wright’s nursery.  In Liberty Hill 5 bluebird boxes were 
placed and monitored with 21 fledglings.   

The Youth Development Committee conducted a Junior Master Naturalist Program at the Georgetown Recreation 
Center, provided nature programing for a homeschool group and a preschool group. In addition, nature programing 
was provided at both Hutto and Georgetown in their summer camp programs.  Other nature presentations were made 
at Hutto Lake Park and for Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Baden Powell Scouts.  Members volunteered at Texas Wildlife 
Day at the Texas Memorial Museum. 

Citizen Science projects are an important 
volunteer effort at the Good Water 
Chapter. Several members collect weather 
data as part of the Community 
Collaborative Rain, Hail, and Snow 
Network (COCORAHS).  Bird watching 
members collect and post data at eBird 
through Cornell University.  Our bird 
watchers participate in several Christmas 
Bird Counts, FeederWatch, and 
NestWatch.  iNaturalist also provides 
opportunities to record data beyond birds. 
Members record information there about 
insects, plants, amphibians, and reptiles.    

New programs this year include the Odonata Project, the River Ranch Oral History project, the Invasives 
Management at Brushy Creek Park Project, and the Habitat Development at the San Gabriel Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship.  

2016 Year in Review by Mary Ann Melton 
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From the future, Goodwater Chapter members will look back on 2016 as a pivotal year 
in the Chapters growth and influence.  We have been gaining momentum for the last two 
years, and the gains we have made have set the stage for a fabulous 2016. 

Efforts to improve the quantity and quality of our New Class Training are in full swing.  
We implemented the Committee approach to New Class Training with the Fall 2015 
class, and Wayne Rhoden, new class Director for the Spring 2016 class, is focused on 
continuing to build on that strong foundation.  As a bonus, our State leadership has 
produced a robust and exciting 2016 training curriculum to help build on our local efforts 
to improve. 

In 2015, we began to form up the Project Leaders role in the Chapter.  As we began to undertake new and exciting 
opportunities in Volunteer activity, it became apparent that leadership was needed to assure the quality and continuity 
needed to support effective long term, high quality opportunities for the outstanding Volunteers within our Chapter.  
We now have in place the organizational structure to support all manner of Volunteer efforts and activities and 2016 
should see many of those blossom!  Stay tuned and seek out that special Volunteer opportunity that you can hang 
your hat on! 

Another critical initiative within the Chapter has been the stepping up of many Chapter members to fill leadership 
roles.  We have a very talented and dedicated group of Directors, Committee heads and members, as well as many 
brave souls who have taken on the role of Project Leader.  I thank all of you for your hard work, creativity and 
dedication toward improving the leadership and effectiveness of our Chapter! 

As 2016 lays out in front of us all, your Chapter leaders at all levels will need your help and support to continue to 
move forward on all of the things we want to accomplish.  We won't be able to do it without you, and would encourage 
each of you to look at our opportunities and see if you can find the time and energy to offer your immense talents 
and wonderful ideas toward multiple tasks.  Many of the most effective, influential and productive members of our 
Chapter work not in a single role, but support Chapter efforts in several smaller roles.  Many of our Project, Board 
and Committee leaders are also seen filling smaller volunteer roles within other activities...and having great fun doing 
it!  Stay tuned...2016 will be a GREAT year...because of YOU!!! 

Congratulations and thanks to the 2016 Good Water Master Naturalist Board of Directors. We are looking forward 
to another great year. 

Officers: Standing Committee Chairs: 

President: Charlie Grimes  Training: Wayne Rhoden 

Vice President: Vicki Zardiackas  Membership: Cindy Graham 

Secretary: Larry Swift  Volunteer Service Projects: Doyal Nelms 

Treasurer: Nancy Phillips  Advanced Training: Judith Currier 

Other Members:  Communications: Mary Ann Melton 

Past President: Wayne Rhoden  Outreach/Publicity: Ray Wharenbrock 

At‐Large: Jim Hailey  Historian: Christi Sanchez 

At‐Large: AJ Senchak  Host: Betty Jo Phillips 

New Class Representative: David Lord   
 

From the President by Charles Grimes 

GWMN 2016 Board of Directors 
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Thomas Cantwell 

Thomas Cantwell was 
born a long time ago, in a 
galaxy far away 
(Massachusetts - 
definitely an alien planet, 
if you’re a Texan!) in 
1957, and moved to 
Texas in the 70’s.  He has 
remained here, nestled in 
God’s Country, since 
then.  He has a wonderful 
wife (who somehow puts 

up with him), four children, numerous pets (mostly 
strays, so they’re like his kids in that respect).  He is a 
graduate of both Texas A&M and UT.   He started 
working at Dell Computer in 1990, and continues to work 
there as an Engineer.  He completed his Master Naturalist 
training in 2015 and looks forward to enhancing the 
superb training he received.  He has participated in the 
annual Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count in 2015 
(aka birding on steroids) to help him be able to, not just 
say, “bird”, but what kind of bird it is…still working on 
that.  The most important thing he has learned is, how 
much he STILL needs to learn, to be a successful Master 
Naturalist.  

Amelia Mitchell 

I was born and raised in 
Texas. I have lived in 
Alvarado, College 
Station, Wimberley, 
Austin, and now Killeen. 
I have my Bachelor of 
Arts in English, but I was 
also taking a lot of 
science classes at the 
time. I also have my 
Master of Library 
Science and Master of 

Secondary Education.  

Other than collecting student debt I enjoy reading, 
quilting, and walking my four heelers. I am currently 
teaching biology at Killeen High School to freshmen 
where I am perfectly placed to share about the natural 
world.  

I have always been interested in the natural world. My 
dad used to regale us with the history of different plants 
and animals. His stories combined with Nature on PBS 
provided fertile soil for later studies. This group and the 
class are the perfect place for me to continue to learn and 
discover.  I am interested in native plants, wildflowers, 
butterflies, paleontology, mammals, and archeology of 
Texas. 

During the winter in Central Texas, American Kestrels (Falco sparverius) are often 
seen perched on power lines. While their preferred habitat is open fields with short 
ground vegetation, they can be seen around stadiums bright lights at night as they hunt 
for moths and other insects.  Migrating females arrive first and claim open habitat areas 
leaving the males to use the more wooded areas. 

The smallest North American falcon, it is sometimes called the sparrow hawk. 

Kestrels hover over fields and pastures before dropping suddenly down onto their prey 
below.   They eat insects, invertebrates, small rodents and birds.  Occasionally they 
will eat small snakes, lizards and frogs. 

Meet Good Water Members 

American Kestrels by Mary Ann Melton 

For information about the Good Water Chapter 
http://txmn.org/goodwater or goodwatermn2@gmail.com 


