
Guadalupe Master Naturalists Monthly Program and Business Meeting 

Date: Monday, February 26, 2024
Time: 6:30 PM - Social/Visiting
          7:00 PM -  Program
          8:00 PM - Business Meeting
Location: Schertz Area Senior Center, 608 Schertz Parkway, Schertz
Program: Krystie Miner, Project Coordinator for Bracken Cave 
Preserve, will speak.  
She has a Bachelor's degree from Boise State University and a 
Master's from Texas State University. Her background involves work with birds, fish, and bats. She first 
started working with bats in 2014 and they have always been her biggest passion.  
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Mission. To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, 
and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural 
areas within their communities for the State of Texas.  

   Guadalupe Chapter  
      Texas Master Naturalist

                                                   Members who are able are asked to bring          
something to contribute to the refreshment     
table. It doesn’t have to be anything elaborate 
or even homemade! Whatever you place on the 
table will be appreciated. The Chapter will 
provide drinks.                                              

Marilyn Anderson serves as coordinator at the  
Seguin meetings. 

 Enjoy greeting guests, meeting new members, 
Training Class students and visiting with each      
other!



mailto:wolfercdat@mac.com
mailto:ljgriffith528@gmail.com


Toast to Texas -  Celebrating the Texas Declaration of Independence 

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2024
Time: 10:30 am – 2:30 pm
Location: Seguin Central Park
Description: Seguin will honor the past by telling the story of Texas and how 
it won its Independence from Mexico on March 2, 1836.  This year the event 
will be in Central Park, and includes a number of other local organizations 
including our Master Naturalist chapter.  It is scheduled to start at 11:00 and wrap up mid-afternoon.  
There is a program at 1:30 and the actual toast is at 2:00.   The Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
and the City of Seguin Parks and Recreation Department are the sponsors.

The Texas Master Naturalist table will include materials from the Early Texans Discovery series box to 
talk about life in Texas before the towns and cities were settled.   Much of the "living off the land" 
talking points used in the current Discovery series program would have applied to the earliest settlers 
from Europe as well as the Native Americans.  Since this is an outreach event, a key purpose is to get 
information about the Master Naturalists program out to the public.

Sign-up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849ADAC2CABF8C52-47363487-public#/

Contact: Jim Dyess   jnd16123@gmail.com    713/206-6

Park West Forest Restoration

Date: Thursdays, February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2024                                                                                
Time: 8:30 – 11:00 AM                                                                                                                          
Location:  Meet at the Park West Parking Lot, 601 N. Vaughan Ave. Seguin                                      
Description: Join the Park West Forest Restoration Team meeting every Thursday. We have a 48 
acre park to reclaim from invasive ligustrum and chinaberry, so dress for outdoor work and bring 
water and tools.  Our First Forest area, begun by Class #1 in 2014, is looking wonderful - like a true 
Texas forest of oaks, cedar elms, and pecans.  If you're not ready to work, and just want to take a 
look, bring the team some yummies for the 10 AM water break.                                                               
Wear: Long sleeves, long pants, hat, closed-toe shoes and work gloves.                                         
Bring: Drinking water;  BYO Tools - lopping shears, small saws, pruners.                                           
Why: When bamboo, ligustrum and other invasive plants dominate the forest, Texas oaks, pecans and 
cedar elms are starved by the alien plants.  If nothing is done to remove the foreign invaders, our 
native forest with all its botanical diversity, birds, wildlife and botanical beauty will be lost. 

For information, contact either co-chair; John Barrington (830-237-3544 or freedom516@yahoo.com) 
or Nancy Masterson (830-305-9104 or nsethermasterson@gmail.com).

M. O. Neasloney Wildlife Management Area

Contact Nick Franzen, nhfranz204@gmail.com or Craig Wagner, craigwagner31@aol.com  
to inquire about the status of work days at Neasloney now that Trent has left.                                 
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Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary

Dates/Times: Vary
Description: Assist with filling feeders, clearing brush, building owl boxes, general 
maintenance, golf cart repairs/maintenance Page 2

Location: Warbler Woods,  19349 Old Wiederstein Rd, Cibolo, TX 
Contact: Sandi Wheeler at wheels5683@gmail.com for currect opportunities

Acoustic Bat Monitoring

Starting in May 2024 TPWD Texas Nature Trackers will be collecting data through acoustic monitoring to provide 
a better understanding of the distribution of more than 30 species of bats across Texas. They are asking Texas 
Master Naturalist Chapters to assist in this community science effort. There are multiple ways to participate 
including collecting acoustic data on private and public lands using TPWD provided acoustic monitors and 
helping in the storage and analysis of the collected data. The TPWD provided acoustic monitor is placed in the 
designated location on a Monday and retrieved again the following Friday.  It only needs to be done once 
annually in the April to June time frame for each location.  Because we will only have one or two acoustic 
monitors we will be coordinating the transfer of the monitors to each location during the monitoring period.  
Currently we have chapter members volunteering to monitor bats at Crescent Bend Nature Park, Palmetto State 
Park, and Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary but we can add other locations across our region.  

If you are interested in participating or would like more information, contact Sandi Wheeler at 

To learn more about bats in Texas, and the TNT Bat Acoustic Monitoring Project you can also view Craig 
Hensley’s recorded presentation at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOEvBKjlZA2Tk5diY8A2qug

City Nature Challenge 2024

Master Naturalists, let’s do this! City Nature Challenge 2024 is coming this April 26-29. The challenge 
started as a friendly competition between San Fransisco and Los Angeles in 2016. The goal was for 
citizen science teams in these rival California cities to document local wildlife. Los Angeles area won 
that first contest with 10,352 observations, 1,601 species and 574 participants. Now the challenge has 
spread across the world! The CNC 2023 winner was the city of La Paz, Bolivia. 

How can San Antonio area Master Naturalists participate in City Nature Challenge? Download the 
iNaturalist app, take photos or record sounds of local nature on April 26-29, then upload your 
photos/sounds into iNaturalist by May 5. It’s that easy! There are 12 counties included in the San 
Antonio Metro Area, so use City Nature Challenge as a reason to explore. These counties are 
Atascosa, Bandera, Bexar, Comal, Gillespie, Goliad, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, Kerr, Medina and 
Wilson counties. 

Our goal is to pass the Dallas and Houston areas in iNaturalist observations during April 26-29! We 
edged out the Austin area during City Nature Challenge 2023. A big THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped make that happen last year.

We’ve got you covered with more inspiration and tips in the coming months. Follow us on Facebook at 
“City Nature Challenge Team: San Antonio Metro Area”, and visit us at www.CNC-SA.org.  

CITIZEN SCIENCE
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National Wildlife Federation’s Monarch Stewards Program
Citizen Science Workshop

Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024
Location: Cibolo Center for Conservation, Boerne, TX
Description:   Are you passionate about monarch butterflies and their conservation?
Here's your chance to make a meaningful impact as a Citizen Scientist! The National Wildlife 
Federation’s Monarch Stewards Program is hosting a Citizen Science Workshop.  Join them for an 
exciting workshop that plays a vital role in the Tri-National monarch conservation efforts.
 
Key Topics Include…

1.Understanding and utiizing the Larvae Monitoring Protocoi MMLMP)
2.Testng for the Ophhryocysts eiektroscirrha phrotozoan pharasite MMonarch aeaith)
3.Monarch tagging techniques for faii migraton tracking
4.Coiiectng data on monarch sightngs and rephortng to esteemed organizatons iike 
Monarch aeaith Lab, Monarch Watch, and Journey North
5.Efficientiy using iNaturaiist and the Texas Nature Tracker as phiaoorms for sphecies 
identicaton and coiiectng spheciic monarch data

If you have any questonss  pease emaip MonarchStewards@nwf.org 
Register: https://bit.ly/CitSciBTX  

State Master Naturalist Conference in San Marcos

Date: October 24 – 27, 2024   

There is a lot of opportunity for you as an individual as well as us as a chapter. Our President, Mark de 
Kiewiet, served as our chapter liason supported by Susan Hanks. Please direct any questions, 
suggestions, etc. to them. 

It is estimated 592 volunteer hours will be available during the conference. From pre- 
conference work, starting NOW, to opportunities during the conference as well as post- 
conference.  Interested? 

If you know of any GOOD Key Note and session speakers, workshops (1 r to 4 hr), field trips (half or 
full day), let Mark know.  There will be pre and post field trips.  The method for signing up for an event 
will be changed to make it easier to sign up.  There will also be a waiting list and should a field trip be 
popular, the host will be asked about additional trips.  Suggestions of Vendors whose services or 
products support Nature Conservation can be suggested as well as sponsors or donors. 

There will be a group accommodation discount before, during and after the event.  Registration can be 
for a day, two days or all of the conference. Attending a field day or presentation can earn you AT 
hours and helping at the conference VT hours. Volunteers are needed for Field sessions and Docents, 
Move in and Move out, Silent auction, Photo & Art, Registration, Room Host, Vendors and Floaters. 
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February AT & VT Opportunities

Thursday, February 1
10:00am – 11:30am AT Scenic Overlook Nature 
Hike (In person)

Saturday, February, 3
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Sunday, February 4
8:00am – 11:00am AT Guided Bird Tours (In 
person)
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Tuesday, February 6
11:00am – 1:00pm AT iNaturalist Train the 
Trainer Workshop (Webinar)

Thursday, February 8
10:00am – 11:30am AT Scenic Overlook Nature 
Hike (In person)

Saturday, February 10
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Sunday, February 11
8:00am – 11:00am AT Guided Bird Tours (In 
person)
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Tuesday, February 13
12:00pm – 1:00pm AT TMN Tuesday (Webinar)
6:30pm – 8:30pm AT NPSOT Guadalupe 
Chapter Meeting (In person)

Thursday, February 15
10:00am – 11:30am AT Scenic Overlook Nature 
Hike (In person)
6:00pm – 7:30pm AT LMN Chapter Meeting (In 
person or virtual)

Saturday, February 17
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Sunday, February 18
8:00am – 11:00am AT Guided Bird Tours (In 
person)
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Saturday, February 24
8:00am – 10:00am AT Bird Walk (In person)
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)

Sunday, February 25
8:00am – 11:00am AT Guided Bird Tours (In 
person)
9:00am – 11:30am AT Honey Creek Hike (In 
person)
3:30pm – 4:30pm AT/VT Walk With a Naturalist 
(In person)
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Visit  txmn.org/guadalupe/calendar to  register  or  learn  more 
about  each  opportunity  listed  below.  Check  back  often---new 
items added as we hear about them. 
Need  to  add  an  event  or  report  a  change?  Please  send 
information to gmncal@guadmn.org.

AT-Advanced Training



Thursday, February 1
8:30am – 11:30am VT Park West Project

Saturday, February, 3
8:30am – 11:30am VT Discovery Series
10:00am – 11:30am VT Pollinator Garden
1:30pm – 2:30pm VT Fishing With a Ranger
3:00pm – 4:00pm VT Plants of Palmetto Hike

Thursday, February 8
8:30am – 11:30am VT Park West Project

Friday, February 9
6:30pm – 8:00pm VT Star Stories

Saturday, February 10
8:30am – 11:30am VT Discovery Series
9:00am – 10:30am VT Bird Walk 101
1:30pm – 2:30pm VT Wonderful Watercolors

Thursday, February 15
8:30am – 11:30am VT Park West Project

Friday, February 16
All day VT 2024 Great Backyard Bird Count 

Saturday, February 17
All day VT 2024 Great Backyard Bird Count 
8:00am – 9:30am VT Natural Intentions Hike
10:00am – 11:00am VT Discovery Table 
(Animals of the Park)
1:30pm – 2:30pm VT Junior Ranger Academy

Sunday, February 18
All day VT 2024 Great Backyard Bird Count 

Monday, February 19
All day VT 2024 Great Backyard Bird Count 

Thursday, February 22
8:30am – 11:30am VT Park West Project

Saturday, February 24
9:00am – 10:30am VT Bird Walk 101

Sunday, February 25
3:30pm – 4:30pm AT/VT Walk With a Naturalist 
(In person)

Thursday, February 29
8:30am – 11:30am VT Park West Project

All month – these opportunities need volunteers for projects throughout the month. Contact the point 
of contact to arrange a day that fits your schedule. 

FLEX Neasloney Wildlife Management Area
FLEX Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary

AT=Advanced Training, VT=Volunteer Time, FLEX=Flexible Schedule VT
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VT-Volunteer Time

FLEX-Flexible Schedule VT
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Now is the time to pay your Chapter dues of $25.00.
Pay at the February 26 Chapter meeting or mail to:

Guadalupe Chapter, Texas Master Naturalists
c/o Treasurer Chris Castoro

210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, TX 78155

You can connect with Hannah by email at 
hannah.ferguson@ag.tamu.edu  or by 

phone at 512-763-6558.



                                                                                                                                                                          
Send announcements and news items for distribution in the newsletter to Marilyn Anderson, 
MarilynA@access4less.net  by Friday, February 23 for the March 2024 issue.

https://txmn.org/guadalupe/ 
The Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored by the 

   A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Texas Parks and Wildlife
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NEXT NEWSLETTER

Officers:
President – Mark de Kiewiet                                                    mark.dekiewiet@att.net  
Vice-president – Susan Hanks                                                  depositemailhere@gmail.com   
Secretary – Chris Dyess                                                           ced16123@gmail.com               
Treasurer – Chris Castoro                                                         ccastoro1340@gmail.com         
                                          
Committee Chairmen:
Program – Laura Griffith                                                          ljgriffith528@gmail.com
Training Class –  Michelle Darnell                                          mdarnelltex@gmail.com
Nature Education – Jennifer Ehlers [Seguin]                           ehlers@gvec.net
                                Laura Griffith [Schertz]                             ljgriffith528@gmail.com
Citizen Science – Sandi Wheeler                                             wheels5683@gmail.com
Advanced Training – Jim Dyess                                              jnd16123@gmail.com
Communications –  Bruce Bebow                                            bbebow@gmail.com                 
    Newsletter – Marilyn Anderson                                            MarilynA@access4less.net      
Membership/VMS –   Michelle Darnell                                   mdarnelltex@gmail.com
Fund Raising –
Marketing - 
10th Chapter AnniversaryCelebration -
Hospitality –   Marilyn Anderson, Seguin                               MarilynA@access4less.net
                       Kenneth Harvey -Schertz                                  knnthdhrvy@yahoo.com
                       Deborah Dedrick - Schertz                                ddedrick7@gmail.com
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