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Naturalist Notes 
 

   
 

Spring 2023 Class 
attends wetland 

training at Sheldon 
Lake State Park 

April 1st 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 

 

ONE CLEAN HOUSTON 
Mayor Turner announced this 
strategic plan for addressing 
illegal dumping.  It includes three 
components – rapid cleanup, 
better enforcement, and 
prevention and education. 
 
All of us can help by reporting 
illegal dumping using a new 
online form along with photos 
and video to assist with 
prosecution.  Currently, 311 and 
the Rat-on-a-Rat line (713-525-
A-RAT) along with Crime 
Stoppers are taking reports. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING CALL 
FOR PRESENTERS IS 

OPEN 

Submit an abstract to present 
by May 15th.  Check Mary 
Pearl’s email for further details 
and a link to submit. 

NATURE DISCOVERY 
CENTER BIOBLITZ 

THROUGH APRIL 30TH 
Help Eric Duran complete the 
bioblitz by taking photos and 
posting them to iNaturalist. 
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SIMON ARMITAGE, UK POET LAUREATE 

Commissioned by the National Trust as part of its annual celebration of blossom, Simon Armitage 
has written the first poem of their two-year collaboration. “For this first poem, I was particularly 
keen to examine how nature might flourish in our urban landscapes, and about the tenacity of trees 
to be able to adapt to the most unlikely places.” 

Below is an excerpt from his poem “Plum Tree Among the Skyscrapers”.  For the complete poem 
and to hear the poem read aloud, go to https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/who-we-are/news/poet-
laureate-simon-armitage-creates-blossom-inspired-poem 

 

Hand-me-down brush, 

pre-loved broom, 

to the paid-by-the-minute 

suits and umbrellas 

and lunchtime shoppers 

she’s a poor Cinderella 

rootling about 

in a potting compost 

of burger boxes 

and popped poppers. 

In that world, 

orchard and orphan 

are one and the same. 

The crow has flown away: 

swaying in the evening sun, 

a leafless tree. 

HAIKU 

Natsume Sōseki (1867-1916) was a 
Japanese novelist.  Although best 
known for his novels, for example 
Kokoro, Botchan and I Am A Cat, he 
also wrote poetry. 

In Japanese, this poetic form uses 
the 5-7-5 moras or sound units, with 
three lines.  Translations from the 
Japanese originals may not follow 
this format. 
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ORGANISM OF THE MONTH 
LIZARD’S TAIL ( Saururus cernuus) 

Distributed throughout the eastern United States and 
Ontario, Lizard’s Tail is an obligate wetland plant. Its leaves 
are heart shaped, arrow shaped or lance shaped, and 
alternate along the stem.  It grows best in part shade or 
shade. The plant grows from a rhizome and can 
outcompete other wetland plants.  

Lizard’s Tail is an important food source for many wetland 
animals, including beavers and wood ducks. 

Cherokee and Choctaw mashed the root into a poultice and 
used it to reduce inflammation of the breasts and back.  
Seminole used it as an antirheumatic as well as to soothe 
fevers and body aches. 

Sources: Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Wikipedia 
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LISTEN TO ALL THE LIFE AROUND YOU 

“In my poem ‘Night Vision (while we sleep’, I wanted to conjure a dreamy feeling of at-oneness with 
the lively hustle and bustle of nocturnal creatures co-existing under the cover of a starry night…. I 
encourage everyone to practice this unconfined kind of thinking found in poetry and dreams. 
Whenever you can, daydream, listen to the life all around you.  Then, write it down.  Even the most 
seemingly simple observations have the potential to emerge as beautiful poetry.” 

Luke Patterson reflection on his poem Night Vision (while we sleep) in Red Room Poetry.  To read 
the full reflection as well as his poem, go to https://redroompoetry.org/poets/luke-patterson/poem-
forest-reflection/ . 

CHAPTER PROJECT UPDATE – LANTRIP BLOOMS PRAIRIE 

The prairie has a new name – Lantrip Blooms Prairie. Chosen by the school community, the name 
fits. The seeds are sprouting, and transplants are generally doing ok.  Due to a water leak in the 
building closest to the prairie, the irrigation has been shut off.  After initial efforts by Della and Irmi, 
Lantrip’s PTO has taken over hand watering duties. Hopefully HISD will repair the leak soon so the 
plants can get soaked every night and grow long, healthy roots. 

 

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE COMING SOON! 

Observe April 28th through May 1st. 

Identify May 2nd to May 7th. 

Celebrate May 8th! 

PITCHER PLANTS USE SCENTS TO ATTRACT PREY 

Pitcher plants live in nutrient poor soil. Modified leaves form a cup 
filled with digestive enzymes. Insects that fall in cannot easily 
escape and are digested. Different pitcher plant species catch 
different types of prey. Some catch more flying insects such as 
bees and moths, while others catch more ants.  Scientists thought 
that the cup size, shape, and color were primarily responsible.  A 
new study suggests that smells may be more important.  Pitcher 
plant species that emit floral odors catch more bees and moths. 
Those that produced more fatty acids trapped more ants.   

If you want to discover pitcher plant smells for yourself, make sure 
to choose one that has just recently opened its pitcher.  Once 
insects get inside and get digested, their smell overpowers 
everything else. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Garden Time 
W.S. Merwin 
2016, Copper Canyon Press 
 
So many poets, so little time.  I stumbled across this slim volume in a library display on gardening, 
as April is also National Gardening Month.  Published only three years before Merwin ’s death, the 
poems speak of mortality, both the world’s and the poet’s own.  As you read “After the Dragonflies”, 
think about how it relates to our role as Master Naturalists. 
 
After the Dragonflies 
 
Dragonflies were as common as sunlight 

hovering in their own days 

backward forward and sideways 

as though they were memory 

now there are grown-ups hurrying 

who never saw one 

and do not know what they 

are not seeing 

the veins in a dragonfly’s wings 

were made of light 

the veins in the leaves knew them 

and the flowing rivers 

the dragonflies came out of the color of water 

knowing their own way 

when we appeared in their eyes 

we were strangers 

they took their light with them when they went 

there will be no one to remember us 
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