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Naturalist Notes 
 

   
 

 
Handing out native seeds at 

Art in the Park at Baldwin Park 
in Midtown.  Tony Banks has 

taken several Native 
Landscape  certification 

classes and is interested in 
joining us as a Master 

Naturalist. 
.  
 
 

 
 

   

 

 

KEMP’S RIDLEY SEA 
TURTLE NEST IN 

SURFSIDE 
Brazoria’s first sea turtle nesting 
of 2023 was a Kemp’s ridley on 
May 10th.  The 80 eggs were 
transferred to Padre Island’s 
National Seashore hatching 
facility to ensure high hatching 
success rate. 
 
The Kemp’s ridley is the most 
endangered sea turtle in the 
world. 
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING CALL 
FOR PRESENTATIONS IS 
OPEN THROUGH MAY 

31ST 

Please see Mary Pearl’s email 
on how to submit your 
presentation. 

PLEASE READ - RULES 
FOR VOLUNTEERING 
If you want to volunteer for an 
entity that is not a GCMN 
partner, please submit the 
Volunteer Request form 
BEFORE volunteering.   The 
form is on the chapter website 
under the Current Members 
tab. 

Type the form to make sure it’s 
legible. Submit to Volunteer 
Services Coordinator. 
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‘GATOR CROSSING 

A message from John Egan – “Alligators are 
currently on the move at Sheldon Lake State Park 
both nesting and mating. This one was spotted 
Friday, May 5, at about 7:45 AM. She or he 
eventually made it across. The North segment of the 
park entrance road has marsh on either side and 
gators are frequently seen crossing there.” 

Alligators can run up to 35 mph, although they tire 
quickly.  They will hiss to let you know you are too 
close.  Moms protect both their nest and their young.   

Keep at least 30 feet from any alligator. Keep dogs 
on leash and away from the banks of any lake or 
pond. Watch children, especially around dusk when 
gators are even more active.  
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ORGANISM OF THE MONTH 
SESBANIA CLOWN WEEVIL ( Eudiagogus pulcher) 

Named by the Swedish politician and entomologist Olof 
Immanuel Fåhræus, this weevil is a species of broad-nosed 
weevils in the Curculionidae family.  It is native to North 
America. 

Their host plants are in the genus Sesbania.  Sesbania 
clown weevils can use S. versicaria, S. macrocarpa, as well 
as the common rattlebush S. drummondii.  Adults feed on 
the foliage, while larva feed on the nitrogen fixing nodules of 
the roots. Pupation occurs in the soil in close proximity to 
the roots. 

I observed this species along the trail at the new Wolff 
Prairie in Memorial Park.  The brightly colored insects 
caught my eyes as I was walking along this still sparsely 
vegetated area.   

 

 

Picture credit:  Irmi Willcockson 

Sources:  Bugguide, iNaturalist 

10,000 HOUR MILESTONE – CONGRATULATIONS, JOHN EGAN 

John Egan reached this milestone in May 2023.  We will have a special recognition and surprises 
for John at our June 1st monthly chapter and awards meeting.  Please come and help John 
celebrate this milestone. 

YOU TOO CAN SUBMIT TO THE NEWSLETTER 

Please consider submitting – a photo with caption, an organism of the month entry, a quote, a 
poem, an article.  Due date is the 18th of each month.  Please reach out to me if you have any 
questions. 
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City Nature Challenge 2023 – A Big Thank You!  And a few stats 

Thanks so much to everyone who participated in City Nature Challenge!  From observing to 
identifying to organizing and leading group events to opening your gates and spreading the word, 
each one of you helped make this year’s a big success, and it is very much appreciated!  

Globally there were 482 cities in 46 countries who participated, resulting in almost 1.9 million 
observations of 57,227+ species, including more than 2,570 rare/endangered/threatened species.  
See here for more details, including interesting finds from around the world: 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2023/journal 

The Houston-Galveston team did great, upholding our tradition of exploring diverse habitats—
including night life in our own backyards—and placing 4th worldwide in number of species!  That 
makes us #1 in #Species for both Texas and the U.S.  Worldwide, we placed 5th in #Observations 
and 6th in #Observers.  Dallas far outruns us in #Observations.  And even though attaining 
Research grade does not matter for CNC purposes, it’s worth noting that Dallas has a truly 
impressive group of identifiers, five of which id’d over 4,000 observations each, resulting in 72% 
Research Grade compared to our 48%.  

As for me, I thoroughly enjoyed four days of visiting new and familiar places with friends.  I’d like to 
especially thank Susan Conaty, land steward for Nash Prairie Preserve, and chapter member 
Andrea Mathews for a truly delightful evening on the prairie.  Listening to the frog and toad and 
insect chorus while sitting on a tailgate watching lightning from the approaching storm was 
magical.  (And a little Prosecco may have made it more festive.😊)  So lovely, we couldn’t bear to 
leave until that first clap of thunder scattered us homeward. 

Ready for another bioblitz yet?  Next month is National Pollinator Week, June 19-25.  Odolympics 
(for dragon- and damselfly observing) is usually in June, too, but I don’t see dates for it yet.  July 
features National Moth Week, July 22-30.  And remember to mark your calendars for next year’s 
City Nature Challenge, April 26-29, 2024! 

Mary Spolyar 
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Theresa Holbrook and Deb Murphy after the cleanup at Kolter Elementary’s Grass Room. 
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